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Sh'mini Atzeret: A Unique Opportunity?

Leviticus 23:33-36

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Say to the Israelite people: On
the fifteenth day of this seventh month there shall be the Feast of
Booths to the Lord, [to last] seven days. The first day shall be a
sacred occasion: you shall not work at your occupations; seven days
you shall bring gifts to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall
observe a sacred occasion and bring a gift to the LORD; it is an
Atzeret: you shall not work at your occupation.
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Rashi on Levitivus 23:36

It is an Atzeret: 1 stopped you with me. Like a ruler that invited their
subjects to a feast for a certain number of days. When it was time for
them to depart the ruler says: My children, please stay with me for
one more day, this parting is difficult for me.
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Hizkuni on Leviticus 23:36

It is an Atzeret: A parable to a ruler whose children came to greet
them. On the first time the ruler asks: “When will you return to
me?” They replied: “In fifty days.” They departed in peace. The
second time the ruler asks: “When will you return to me?” They
reply: “In four months.” They departed in peace. The third time they
told the ruler that they could not return for seven months. The ruler
said to them: “If that is so, please stay with me one more day so 1
can be satisfied in seeing you as it will be so long until next time.”
Therefore, there is no Atzeret for Israel after Pesah because they will
return for Shavuot. And none for Shavuot as they will return for
Sukkot, but for Sukkot when they will not return until Pesah on
account of the rains, the Holy Blessed one stops them for one day.
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Bavli Sukkah 55b

Rabbi Elazar said: These seventy bulls (brought over the course of
Sukkot) to what do they correspond? They correspond to the
seventy nations of the world. Why a single bull (brought on Sh’mini
Atzeret)? It corresponds to a singular nation. It is like a ruler of flesh
and blood who said to their servants: Prepare me a great feast. On
the last day the ruler asked their beloved: Prepate for me a small
feast so that I can enjoy being with you.
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Questions for Discussion:

e What anomalies in Leviticus are the rabbinic sources trying to address?

e Does Sh’mini Atzeret’s coming at the end of the High Holiday season impact our reaction to it?

¢  How might the rabbinic reframing of Sh’mini Atzeret fit in with, or respond to the images of God in the

Mahzor?

e Does thinking of Sh’mini Atzeret as a special plea from God to spend more time together change your

perspective on that relationship?

e How will you bring your High Holiday experiences into the new year ahead?
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