if THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

Knesset Delegation Visits the RA: Rabbi Julie Schonfeld's Introduction
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Friends,

We are pleased that you have come to be with us. This is an
important visit to us and an important conversation.

We love Israel. Her security is important to us, as is her
prosperity. You, your children, your grandchildren, the citizens
of Israel are very important to us. We are siblings. But like
siblings we don’t always agree. This causes the gaps between us
to widen.

In recent weeks we saw together how such points of
disagreement are created, This time it was about an
advertisement by the ministry of aliyah and absorption. The
music is always the same. You said to us, again, that we are not
Jewish enough in your eyes.

Understand. Most American Jews do not distinguish between
their Jewish identity and their religion. For the majority of Jews
in North America, our Judaism is not Orthodox.

We feel very Jewish. But oftentimes we feel that you don’t see
us as such. We can’t accept this. American Jews live in a
country where there is complete freedom of religion. We can’t
believe that religious freedom doesn’t exist in Israel.

Let me share another fact. We are not free to observe our
Judaism, to observe our customs in the Jewish state. The very
same Judaism that we can’t actualize in Israel, is the Judaism
which inspires our love of Israel.

On another matter: American Jews, like all citizens of the USA
and also many in Israel feel deeply connected to principles of
democracy. We obsetve, with feat, the anti-democratic laws that
are being developed and put forth from the Knesset in recent
months. Our concern emanates from love, not from criticism.

I am the mother of two children aged 6 and 8. This summer 1
took them to Israel for the first time. We swam in the sea,
climbed mountains, and ate ice-cream. At the end of the trip
they said that when they get older they want to live in Israel.

Their mother is a rabbi. Their father is a lawyer who teaches
them every day to pursue justice. I want to think that in ten
more years they will still want to live in Israel. This is what I am
teaching them.

To be sure, we need to talk.




