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The goal of this cumulative index is two-fold.
It is to serve as an historical reference to the conventions of the Rabbinical

Assembly and to the statements, thoughts, and dreams of the leaders of the Conser-
vative movement. It is also to provide newer members of the Rabbinical Assembly,
and all readers, with insights into questions, problems, and situations today that are
often reminiscent of or have a basis in the past. 

The entries are arranged chronologically within each author’s listing. The
authors are arranged alphabetically. I’ve tried to incorporate as many individuals
who spoke on a subject as possible, as well as included prefaces, content notes, and
appendices. Indices generally do not contain page references to these entries, and I
readily admit that it isn’t the professional form. However, because these indices are
cumulative, I felt that they were, in a sense, an historical set of records of the
growth of the Conservative movement through the twentieth century, and that pro-
fessional indexers will forgive these lapses.

I chose to selectively index introduction speakers, as well as those who proffered
greetings at each convention. So, I apologize to Women’s League and Mens’ Club
for omitting their respective heads of the organizations. I also omitted casual com-
ments made by the members of the Assembly, unless I thought that the particular
individual was important enough to the history of the movement that those inter-
ested in history would want that record. This was my sole judgment decision and, if
I left out someone who should have been included, again I apologize.

I made the decision that all members of the Rabbinical Assembly who have been
eulogized are included both under their own names in the author index, as well as
by the individual who gave the eulogy. This even includes a mention in the
“Hazkarat Neshamot,” where a number of names are listed. The rabbinical spouses
are listed in the “Hazkarat Neshamot” citations.

In the subject index, both eulogy entries are included. Furthermore, many other
entries are double-posted under different subject categories. The most difficult
decision was whether to lump committee reports into one entry, or to separate
them out into individual ones. I wasn’t consistent, in the earlier years of the Rab-
binical Assembly, I separated them if I thought it was warranted historically, in other
years, I grouped them. I also included the author of the report, if I felt it was war-
ranted. All Committee on Jewish Law and Standards reports have been separated
out, as well as all the Responsa and the Resolutions. I’ve also created a separate
entry for Presidents’ Messages, as well as Tributes. A major decision I made was to
only index each entry by its predominant subject or subjects. References or subjects
within each entry were not indexed.
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There are some notes about the Proceedings that are to be mentioned: 
The 1971 and 1972 Proceedings were not published. Addresses were published

in the 1972 and 1973 issues of Beineinu and the 1971 issue of Conservative Judaism.
The 1974 issue of the Proceedings includes the supplement: The 1973 Kallah in
Israel: Jewish Law in the State of Israel. It was edited and translated by Rabbi Mayer E.
Rabinowitz. The 1975 issue of the Proceedings, edited by Edward T. Sandrow,
includes the supplement: The Seventy-fifth Anniversary. The 1977 issue of the Pro-
ceedings includes the revised Constitution of the Rabbinical Assembly. The 1979
issue of the Proceedings includes the supplement: Siyyum Ha-Shas of the 1978 Con-
vention. The 1980 issue of the Proceedings includes the papers presented at the
Kallah on Halakhah. “The Matrilineal Principle,” delivered by Dr. Shaye D. Cohen at
the 1984 Convention, is published in the Review of the Association of Jewish Studies: 10,
1, 1985, as well as in Judaism, January 1985. The 1984 issue of the Proceedings
includes the revised Constitution of the Rabbinical Assembly. The 1985 issue of the
Proceedings includes the revised Constitution of the Rabbinical Assembly. 

“Torah Mi-Sinai Mi-deRabbanan,” delivered by Rabbi Burton Visotzky at the 1991
Convention is amplified in his work: Reading the Book: Making the Bible a Timeless Text
(New York: Anchor/Doubleday, 1991). The 1991 issue of the Proceedings includes
the revised Constitution of the Rabbinical Assembly.

I’d like to thank Rabbi Joel Meyers, executive vice-president of the Rabbinical
Assembly, who encouraged the undertaking of this project, as well as Amy Gottlieb,
Director of Publications of the Rabbinical Assembly, along with Esther Kustanowitz
who worked with me to edit these indices. Most of all, I’d like to thank my husband,
Rabbi Geoffrey Botnick, for all his encouragement, support, as well as use of his
personal set of thirty years of Proceedings.
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