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Halakhah at Halftime
Yitro and Lombardi on Leadership

TEAMWORK

Individual commitment to a group effort: that is what makes a team work,
a company work, a society work, a civilization work. - Vince Lombardi

Every position is critical. - Troy Aikman

It's an honor to be considered with the great players,
but you have to consider the fact that I've had a lot of help. - Dan Marino
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and all the people stand around you from morning until evening?”” (15) And
Moses said unto his father-in-law: “Because the people come unto me to
inquire of God; (16) when they have a matter, it comes to me; and I judge
betw,een a Ir’l,an and his neighk’)or, and.I tell thgrn the .stattl‘tes of God, and 1,5}2 non 1NN I0RA (1) " PTNR-TIN D’ﬁ‘?Nﬁ
Qod s laws.” (17) And Moses father-in-law said to him: Th? thing that you do -D3--%4n 943 () .Y NAR YR 2270 210 XY
is not good. (18) You will surely wear away, both you, and this people; for the 270 TR T22-9 ;70Y WUN M0 DYN-03 AR
thing is too heavy for you; you are not able to perform it alone.” 725 MDY Y9N8

e Why does Yitro critique Moses’ leadership? What problems does he raise?

e Why was Moses operating this way in the first place? Why might be reluctant to consider an alternate system?

e Having a system of justice is one of the laws the Torah requires for everyone, not just Jews. Why is it so
important that justice systems are in place?

TEAM BUILDING
It's all about putting the best team together — not just in the front office but the players on the field. - John Elway
In any team sport, the best teams have consistency and chemistry. - Roger Staubach
Leadership is based on a spiritual quality: the power to inspire others to follow. - Vince Lombardi

I don't know any other way to lead but by example. - Don Shula

Exodus 18:21-23 A3-RI:1? MNY
[Yitro continues:] (21) “You shall provide out of all the people able men who IR DIN-WIR DYN-HIN MDD NPR) (R)
fear God, men of truth, hating unjust gain; and place such over them, to be MY DN2Y DAY ;PRI ORIV-NNR MR ,DNO-R
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of (29) Ny 1% ,0WNN "V MR MY D’Q'DR
tens. (22) And let them judge the people at all seasons; and it shall be, that ?;)'1 1370 '73 ﬂ:ﬂ\ AP ‘73:' 2131 ]"I;l ’IUD’U:
every great matter they shall bring unto you, but every small matter they shall 271 ;00-109W? 10R1 1270991, PYR W
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judge themselves; so shall they make it easier for you and bear the burden with
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you. (23) If you shall do this thing, and God commands you so, then you shall Dﬁ'?UJ R 0PN
be able to endure, and all this people also shall go to their place in peace.”

e How do the proposed changes resolve the problems that Yitro raised?

e What does it take to establish a justice system with many layers?

¢ How do Yitro’s suggestions reflect the leadership advice from players and coaches?
e What type of justice system is best? Why?
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