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MAaoz Tzur

THE ROCK OF MY RESCUE

1. The Rock of my Rescue

THE HANUKKAH CEREMONY

SONGS: TRADITIONAL AND MODERN

958 VN

My God, You are the Rock of my Rescue’

and it is lovely to praise You.

Restore my House of Prayer,

where I will offer you thanks.

When you prepare the destruction of the enemy

who threatens us (like a barking dog),

then I will sing a song for the

Hanukkah (Rededication) of the Altar.

4. Psalms 31:3

2. The Rescue from Pharaoh (1200 BCE)

Maoz tzur y'shu-ah-ti,
Lcha na-eh I'shabei-ach
Tikkon beit t'filati
1’sham todah n’zabei-ach
Lleit tachin mat’bei-ach
Mi-tzar ha-m'nabei-ach
Az egmor b’shir mizmor

Hanukkat ha-miz’bei-ach
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On, my soul is sated with trouble’
Rcducing my strength to nothing, consumed with grief."

My life was embittered with hard labor

enslaved by Egypt's Empire.’

But with God’s great (outstretched) arm,

God took out his treasured people.”

Then Pharaoh’s army

sank in the depths of the Red Sea like a stone.”

5. Psalms 8:4 6. Psalms 31:11 7. Exodus 1:14

3. The Rescue from Babylonia (539 BCE)
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Dcx‘pitc the fact that God brought me to his Holy Place,

E-ven there I found no peace.

Along came a persecutor who exiled me,

for I sinned by worshipping foreign gods.

[ drank poisoned wine"

and almost passed from this world.
Then came the end of Babylonia and the rise of Zerubavel

and at the end of 70 years of exile* I was rescued.

10. Psalms 60:5 11. the leader of the return to Zion, 538 BCE

12. as prophesied by Jeremiah 25:12-13
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Thc most popular (Ashkenazi) song for Hanukkah is Maoz Tzur, written by
MORDECHAI whose name is spelled out in the initial letter of each stanza (an
acrostic). Each stanza refers to a different rescue in Israel’s history.

THE
HANUKKAH

CEREMONY

4. The Rescue from Haman (5th C. BCE)

of King Agag of Amalek, requested from King Ahashverosh of Persia. N]:\'!)Qij ]:1 ’}AB ij
However it became his snare and stumbling block, wp\)g‘m ng'; o) ﬂ]:])ﬂ)\
ND2Y) NN
NN YD1 YN
PN DY 1IN
»PIPY M3 I
JP2N Ny oY

Cutting down a tree to hang Mordechai is what Haman, descendant wr‘: nn\p 3‘“‘13 m

so Haman was hung and his arrogance was stilled.
You raised up Mordechai
while wiping away his enemy’s name.

Haman’s many sons

were hung on that tree.

5. The Rescue from Antiochus (164 BCE)
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back in the days of the Hasmoneans.
Inwo my walls they broke

and polluted all my oils.

Yet from the remaining cruses

a miracle was made for the people of the roses."”

The Rabbis established eight days = ﬂ;\n\’) mn» ﬂ;’:} 2h ol
of song and Hallel. DM -\’\’) P

13. Song of Songs 2:2

6. The Messianic Redemption

Bare Your holy arm (ready for war)" ﬂW‘TP )_’1‘\‘ ‘11\00 .
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Avenge your servant’s blood (spilled in Crusade and pogrom)
by the wicked nation (Christian Europe).

for the rescue is too long delayed for us.

There seems no end to the days of evil’s rule. 3! n)ﬂa ’)97? N ]’N\ :
Repel the Red One' in the shadow of the cross ]\)3‘73 ‘733 ]1)378 T\n'T
and raise up for us the seven shepherds."” ,"1)7)3\’) DY 3)? opn

14. Isaiah 52:10  15. Daniel 8:19

16. The Red One, Esau’s descendants, may refer to the German Crusader Barbarosa who was the
Holy Roman Emperor in the 12th C. who, like his colleague Richard the Lion Heart, was red
haired

17. Our messianic redcemers are the seven shepherds referred to in Micah 5:4 who will defeat the
enemies of Isracl. They include David in the center, Adam, Seth, and Metushelach to the left and
Abraham, Jacob and Moses to the right (see Talmud Bavli Sukkah 52b).
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