
This paper deals with three different cases, each of which was considered 
separately by the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the 
Rabbinical Assembly: 

( 1) Case Q[a Child Born Without a Foreskin 
This portion of the paper was considered at a meeting of the 
Committee on January 13,1982 and was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. Those members present and voting were 
Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser, Salamon Faber, David 
M. Feldman, Edward M. Gershfield, Wolfe Kelman, David H. 
Lincoln, David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Joel Roth, Morris 
M. Shapiro, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, and Henry A. 
Sosland. 

(2) The Case of a Convert Who Was Circumcised When Still a 
Gentile 
This portion of the paper was considered at a meeting of the 
Committee on December 15, 1982. The Committee agreed to 
divide the voting on this portion of the paper into two parts: 

(a) Requirement ofHattgfat Dam Brit 
This part was adopted by a vote of 14-1. Voting in 
favor were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser, 
David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Barry S. Rosen, 
Joel Roth, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, Henry A. 
Sosland, and Alan J. Yuter. Voting in opposition was 
Rabbi Jacob B. Agus. 

(b) Recitation Q[tbe Litur~ical Formula 
This part was adopted by a vote of 12-2-1. Voting in 
favor were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser, 
David M. Feldman, Edward M.Gershfield, Robert Gordis, 
David H. Lincoln, David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, 
Barry S. Rosen, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, and 
Henry A. Sosland. Voting in opposition were Rabbis 
Jacob B. Agus and Alan J. Yuter. Rabbi Joel Roth abstained. 

(3) The Case ofa Jew Who Was Not Circumcised on the Eighth Day. 
or Was Circumcised by a Gentile. or Was Circumcised as a 
Purely Medical Procedure 
This portion was adopted as the Majority Opinion of the 
Committee by a vote of /0-5. Voting in favor of this portion 
of the paper were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Jacob B. Agus, Ben 
Zion Bokser, Salamon Faber, Edward M. Gershfield, Wolfe 
Kelman, David Novak, Alexander M. Shapiro, Harry Z. Sky and 
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Henry A. Sosland. Voting in opposition were Rabbis DavidM. 
Feldman, David H. Lincoln, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Joel Roth, and 
Morris M. Shapiro. This portion of the paper was considered 
and voted upon at a meeting of the Committee on March 10,1982. 

"Hattafat Dam Brit", a paper by Rabbi Joel Roth, dealing with the 
same subject as the third portion of Rabbi Novak's paper, was 
adopted as the Minority Opinion of the Committee on March 10, 
1982 by a vote of5-10. 

l"'~,i'l"' 

: C',::ll 'l,O iltv?tv ?tv m,:JTil ,::lNI':l ~~,l':l C, il::ltv i1?,37!:lil N'il n',::l C, n!:l~il 
il'iltv:J ;,l':l'l ,::l:Jtv p,! ,l (2) ; 1(''?,i17:l ,;,l") il?,37 ''::l ,;,ltv ?N,tv' i',l'n < 1) 

n'tv37ltv i1?,37!:lil N'il n',::l c, n!:l~il .Jl,il::l ;,l':l'l N?tv ?N,tv' (3); ("?,ill':l ,l") ,,l 

::l,'M tv' CN N'il i!?'Ntvil . c?,377:l iiN!I':ll N? ,N ,,37 n'N!I':ll ill'N il?,37iltv il,j'l':l::l 
il',;n il'i',,i',, il'~,!:l ?:J::l ,T i!?'Ntv . ~,!:l::l, ??:J::l I ,N; eN n',::l c, ~'~it? 
nN nnl?, ,,o; N'il iiT P'37::l ,lN ,ln,~l':l .c'ntvN,, C'N,,I':lN C'Nln np,?nll::l 
T:J_',nN, l?,ill':l ,l, ;,ill':l ,;,l n?'Ntv::l p,l ?:J n'tvN, .ii:J?ilil mnn!:lnil::l m~'tvil 

·Tl,ii:J ;,i':l'l N?tv ?N,tv' n?'Ntv::l T,,l 

tv'tv C,'::l il?::lj' iln'il C'Nlnil 'll'::l .N"37 1il?j' ~, ln::ltv 'OI':l::l N,l':ll::l ,,j'l':lil 
ill':l ?37 iiT C37 iiT ,i':l':JOil N? ?::lN n i!?'Ntv::l ??it n'::l T'::l, 'NI':ltv n'::l T'::l np,?nll 

·i',',::l ,p?m 
'NI':ltv n'::ltv ~n::ltvil nN ilm, ;,ill':l N,iltv:J ,;utv N?, ... ,l':l,N il,,il' '::l," ( 1) 

:'"tv, tv,,!:), ". 1',! ,l'N C',1:l,N ??it n'::l, n',::l C, ,ll':ll':l ~'~it? 1',! C',l':l,N 
c, ~'~it? ,,,! tv"::l '!:l?tv N'il il,,il' '::l, n37, ".'n, N? n::ltv, ,,,l':l ':lit ,;'!:lN," 
i!?'l, il?'l':l:J n::ltvil nN ilm, ill'N ,T il!:l~il 1N . 1',! N? il"::l n~'tv '!:l;, I ;,ill':l ,;,ll':l 

.n::ltv::l m'il? i!?ntv 
N,iltv:J ,;,l ?37 ??it n'::l, 'NI':ltv n'::l ,p?m N? ,T37?N p T,377:ltv '::l, ,l':lN" (2) 
,l ?37 ? ,p?m ill':l ?37 .N'il iltv,::l:J i1?,37tv 'l!:ll':l n',::l c, ,ll':ll':l ~'~il? 1',!tv ;,ill':l 

??il n'::l, n',::l C, ,ll':ll':l ~'~il? 1',!tv C',1:l,N 'NI':ltv n'::ltv : ;,ill':l N,iltv:J ,"lnltv 
?tv il,i'll::ltv N'il ,T37?N T::l p377:ltv '::l, n37, 2" .n',::l c, ,ll':ll':l ~'~il? 1',! T'N C',l':l,N 
nN iiO:Jn 1:;,-,nN N'il ?::lN ,,::lN::l iltv,::l:J ,,tv:J37tv i1?,37 ,; tv'tv T'tvtv,n ;,ill':l ,;,l 

n',::l c, ,ll':ll':l ~'~il? ,,,! tv'tv !:l"? 37":J t:J? .tvl':ll':l ;,37 ,,n::l il'il' i',l'nil, il,~37il 
,tv::l::l j',::l, i', ,,37 ~377:l ,,,, : ,,,NI':lil Ctv tv,,!:), .nNTil iltv,::l:Jil i1?,37i1 nN ,,Oil? 

" ... il,~37il iiO:Jnm i',!:lnn 1m ,nN?, ,:J'l ,l'N ,~,37'7:l, ,mp::l,, ,mp, ,,nl':ltv 
.(530 'l':l37 lilll? '!,il) 

N,iltv:J ,;,l ?37 ??it n'::l, 'NI':ltv n'::l ,p?m N? ,l':l,N ,!:lj'il ,T37'?N '::l, .N'ln" (3) 
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'N1.)1V n':J : n:J1Vil nN 1'?Y ??n? ? 1p?m ill) ?Y .n'1:J o, 1l1.)1.) ~'~il? 1'1ll1V ?1il1.) 

nY, 3" .n:J1Vil nN 1'?Y p??n?.) pN 0'11.)1N ??il n':J1 n:J1Vil nN 1'?Y p??n?.) 0'11.)1N 

np1?n1.)il .n'1:J o, 1l1.)1.) ~'~il? 1'1ll ?1il1.) ,;1l1V !:l"? Y":::l1V N'il 1!:lj'il 1tY'?N '::l1 

.N? 1N M::l1Vil MN iln1, 1l M'1::l 0, M!:l~il ON N'il 

J'N1V il1j'1.):J M'1::l 0, M!:l~il ::l1'n 1V' ??::::1 11,::l1V 1(11.).:\:J 0'1:J101V ill ?::::11.) ,,Y?l 

n N'l10 ~10::21 . ??::Jil 11.) Nll1'1V il1j'1.):J p1 np1?n1.) 1V'1 , 1l'l!:l? nNll?.)l il?1Yil 

".ill 1::l,::l ??il M'::l1 'N1.)1V M'::l 1p?m N? 11.)Nj' ':::lil N1.)?,,, : 0'11.)11( 

N?.)j' Nln:::l il:::l?il 11.)1( ::l1 : 11.)M'N" .ill J'lY::l ?N11.)1V1 ::l1 1p?n O'N111.)Nil '?.)'::l 

il:::l?il il"::l1 1V"::l l71,':::l ". 1tl7?N T:J pY1.)1V '::l1:::l il:::l?il 11.)1( ?N11.)1V1 (il,1il' '::l1 .N.l) 

M'1::l 0, ~'~il? 1'1ll J'N1V 11.)1?::::1 ,il,1il' ':J1 !:l"Y il"::l:::l il:::l?il j'01!:l ::l1 p? 4.il"::l:::l 

T1ll J'N1V 11.)1?::::1 ,1tl7?N 1::l pl71.)11) '1 !)"l.' il"::l:::l il:::l?il j'01!) ?N11.)11)1 )1il1.) ,,1)1.) 

il:::l?il ,ilN1l:::l ,p? 5.'110'N::l ::l1:::l il:::l?il ?N11.)1V1 ::l1 l71,':::l .?1il1.) 1.:\1.) M'1::l 0, ~'~il? 

?1il1.) 1)1.) M'1::l 0, ~'~il? 1'1ll ?:JN M'1::l 0, 1l1.)1.) ~'~il? T1ll J'N ?1il1.) ,,1l1V N'il 

~'~il? 1'1ll 1l'N ?1il1.) N1il1V:::l ,?1l1" : 1::211.) :::l":::l n1?1,l n1:::l?il ?Y:J j'O!:l ill Ol7~1.)1 
N11.)'1.)? ::l1, il'n11:::l NM:::l?'il ... ?m:J Nl1V N?1 M::l1V::l ~l1V N? M'1::l 0, 1l1.)1.) 

1'1ll il'n1'1.)1N::l ?'il?.)'~, l"YN 1.:\1 ... M'1::l 0, 1l1.)1.) ~'~il? 1'1ll 1l'~, ~n::J?'il, 

ilM'il N?1V 1~i', ~1.)l7~1" :ill j'O!:l? OY~ 1lnl n1!:l01nil '?l7:J1 6" .M'1::l 0, 1l1.)1.) ~'~il? 
0, ~'~il? 1'1ll il?'?.) ill'~ 1n?'1.)1 il?1Y 1? ilM'il1V 1.:\ ?:J~ , 1'1ll J'~ 0?1l71.) il?1Y 1? 

('01' '::l1, il",1n :J"Y ,11.) n11.):J') ".n'1:J 

::l1 np1?n1.):J M1.)"M01.) ill'N N'l10il . p 1l'~ ?:JN ,l71.)1Vl ?:::lil 1::l, ~10 , ilN1l:::l 

'N,1 11.)N ~01' ::21 ,N'il il1V1:J:::l il?1Y ~1.)1V P'W"n 11.)~ il::l1" : il:::l'1V1.)1.) ~?N ?N11.)1V1 

,?1l1.) M'1:J 0, J'!:l'~?.) ON : ,:J?:J ,nN 1::l, '::ll? ~'il 1l np1?n1.) ".~'il il1V1::l:::l il?1Y 

n~ iln1, il?1Y j'!:lO J'~1 il?1Y j'!:lO 1V' 7"0'1il 1j'1Y" !:l"Y .1~? 0~ M::l1V::l ?1il1.) 

::l1 .il?'l1il il?1Yil 11.)::::1 M::l1Vil MN iln1,1 il1V1::l:::l il?1Y 'N,1 N'il "'l'O" !:l"Y .n:J1Vil 

("M::l1Vil MN 1'?l7 p??n?.) N"1V::l") 1!:lj'il 1ll7'?~ '::l1 ,,y 1V"::l '1::l, ?Y 11.)10 ~01' 
.("M::l1Vil MN iln1, ?1il1.) ~1il1V:::l ,?1l ~?1") il,1il' '::l1 ,,y 1V"::l '1::l, ?Y 11.)10 il::l11 

p O'~ln np1?n1.):J 1l, ?N11.)1V1 ::l1 '1.)'::l1V N'il 1l N'l10 nl::lil::l M'n11!:l0il il'Y::lil p? 

il?.) !:l"Y il"::l:::l il:::l?il 1j'O!:l1 (N1M::l ~ln) 1tl7?N 1::l11l71.)1V '1 J'::l1 (~?.)j' Nln) il,1il' '::l1 

il,1il' '::l1 J'::l O'~ln np1?n1.):J 1l, ~01' ::l11 il::l1 '?.)':J ?:JN .il"::l '1::l, Oil1V 1l'::lil1V 

- 1V"::l '1:J, Oil1V 1l'::lil1V il?.) !:l"Y (~1M::l Nln) 1!:lj'il 1ll7'?N '::l1 J'::l1 (N?.)j' ~ln) 
pNlil ,,,,,1.) 'M1Vj'::l n il'Y::l ?Y . ??::::1 11':::llil ~? 1tl7?~ T:J pl71.)1V '::l1 01V::l NM"1::l1 

'' ilN1il 1::::11,::::11 ,'l'Y 1'Nil? ,1l1V1,1.) M':J:J 0011!)1.) 1j'1n1 il111.) ,'l::l?il ,1, '!:l11!:l 

Nll' ~? 1",Y1V n:Jw '01.) ?Y "n11101.)1 n111j'1.)" ?1,.:\il 11VW!:l ?w ,, :Jn:::l il:J1~ J'Y::l 

,n'lil '? P'Y1.)1VN? NnN 1V":J, ~?.)Y~ 1!:lj'il N"1 :::l" w il1Vj'1.)il : :Jn1:::l N1il ow . 11~? 
,1V":J:::l p1o!:l? N111.)N 1V":::l1 ~ln ::l'il1il ~?w p1 N? il":J:::l il:::l?il ill:J':J 1Y:Jpw 1nN?1V 

il?.):::l N':J?.) 'l::l?il '!:l11!:l ?:JN s, .1V"::l ?1V 01.)l7~ l71::lj'?1 1V1!:l? n'1~il N? 1?'!:l~ ~?~ 
il1.)1" : il1Vj'1.) ~1il 0.:\1 91V"::l:::l N111.)~ 11.)1(1.) 0','1.)l71.)1V '1.)?1V11'::l1 '?::l:J:J n111j'1.) 

?:J~ "? '1V"1:::l il"::l1 il,1il' '1::::1 1V"::l' : 'N ,l?.)j' 11.)p? 11.)m ::l1 1V" 1.) OY ?1V1.)? il1Vl7' 

~?~ ~n':::l1V ~;, il1jm:J1V"::l:::l il:::l?il 1j'O!:l nNl ?:::l:J ,1V"::l:::l il:::l?il 1j'O!:l1V ilN1l1V !:l"YN 
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c, n?'t(lV ?37 .n:JlV:J n1'il? ?n 1?1V 'l'7.)1Vil C1'1V ?1il7.) ,;,l .t(.T, T'U137'7.)il U137'7.):J 

il":J 1':::11 lV":J T':J np1?n7.) C11V T't(lV ,,:::10 , ?1il7.) ,l T':J ?1il7.) ,;,l T':J , ??:l:J "',:I 

,ll ,t(l 7'11 '::l1il) 1::l,,::l 1V'l,7.) 'OE)?t(il .n',:J C, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? 1',::l1V !)"? 37":l 1(?1( 

t(M'ln7.) t(il7.) ilt(,M:J 1(1il, il:J, ,7.)l,7.)1" : :Jn1:l1 IO,t(,M:J:l il:l?illV (1("37 ,,l- :::1"37 

il::l?il ~01' :I,, il:J, '""i' ~01' :I, il'?37 l''E), l"371(1 .t('il il::l?il, 7.)"1V 

,,,::l, t('il illV1:J::l il?,37 1(7.)1V P'lV"M ,7.)1(, y? 1(,':::10 il:J,::l ,,,il ... 11 il:J,:l 

".il::>?il p1 .t(M:JlV p??n7.) 1(? t(j:'£)07.), n:JlV:J 1(? ?:Jt( ?1n:1 n',:J c, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? 

Mt( T'M1, T't( ..• 71il7.) 1(1il1V::l ,,,llV TUi'": C":Jl),il j:'OE) ,il?'l,il 1::l,,:l ,1'n1:Jj:'37:J1 

(j:',::l ,l) ?1il7.) il'il Ct(1 ... yil?lV '37'1Vn C1' 1(1il1V n:JlV:J ,Mt(:J p?17.)'l 1(?1( n:JlVil 

j:'0£)1 .(il"il ,,"'!) ,ill(':! ,,10'1( '7i11 t("'il ,1("!) ,il?'7.) '7il) 12"M',:J C, 1l7.)7.) T'E)'U7.) 

.(il"il ,U"'E) ,n:JlV) "M',:J C, Cil'l1V7.) ~'Uil? 1lill C?137i11" : lV"t(,il 

,,:J?:J t(,l)l:J t('l10il ?lV Cil'1V1,'!) ?37 1,01l1V C'l11Vt(,il n1U'1V 1lt(:Jil ilM37 ,37 

t(?lV Cil'n1,:JO ?37 ::l"l 1,01l1V C'l11Vt(,il ?lV n1U'1Vil Mt( nm?1 ,,0? 1l'?37 1'1V:l37 

,t(,l)l:J t('l10:J 1V1,'E):J 1t(::l7.)l 

1(1il1V::l ,,,l:J i'"M:l '"'i', P'::l1": 1T il,:JO C't(::l17.) 1lt( 13"1('" il", ,n1!)01M:J (1) 

1(? l"il1 - ?1il7.) 1(1il1V:l ,"lM7.)1V ,l lV":l ,n',:J C, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? 1',::l T't(lV ?1il7.) 

lVlVM lV' M1ME)il ?:l?lV ?1il7.) ,,,l Ct( : 1T ,,,:I il,:JOil Mt( T':Jil? lV' ilt(,l:l ". p 1j:'OE) 

?1il7.) ,l ,n,,:J c, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? ,,,:::r T't(lV (il,1il' ':I, ,"37) il":J::l '"'i' il1V1:J:l il?,37 

(,T37?N T:J p377.)1V ':I, ,"37) il":J:l '"'i'lV T', 1l'N illV1:J::l il?,37 lVlVM T'N n1ME)il ?:l?lV 

,,37 il":J:l j:'01!)1V ,, 37,1l1V j:'01!) C11V T'N Cll)t( ? "',:I c, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? ,,,::l T'NlV 

t(?lV (71il7.) ,l T'l37:J) ,T37?N T:J p377.)1V ':I, ,,37 il":J::l1 (71il7.) ,,,l T'l37:J) il,1il' ':I, 

. ??:l M',:J C, ME)Uil :I"M? 

C1j:'7.)7.) il't(, ,,, N':J7.) ,:::1?:::1 ?1il7.) ,l7.) M',:J C, ~'Uil? 1',::l1V l"il:J M37,? (2) 

,,il t('ln,' (:::1"37 , 17.)) f?1nil j:',E), n17.):J', N'ililN 1:l7.)01V ,,,, ilN,l '7.)l ,l:J1" : ,Mt( 

'01' ':I,, . il,1il' ':J, ,,:I, - 1':::1 il7.)1 1n1N T''':JU7.) 'n?:~u 1(;, '"'7.) ,7.)1(1 N:JlV 

':I,, ,?1il7.) N1il1V::l ,"lnl:J "',:I c, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? ::l"t(, '"MN1 14'.T''':JU7.) T't( ,7.)1N 

1M1N ,,7.) 1(, Ct( ? ill'?.) t(j:'E)l 'N7.) ? 1l'l!)? ?1il7.) N1il ,,il 'T''':JU7.) T't( 'Nl)N '01' 

M',:J C, 1l7.)7.) ~'Uil? ,,::l '1(,1 t(?N ,?1il7.) 'l137:Jl1 16?1il7.) ':::1,37 N?t( Nil' 1(? 15,":::1 

". ?1:JU'1 ?17.)'1V ,37 ,l 1l't(, T''':JU7.) T'N ,,,, 

M", ?:Jt(" : 1T::l 17cn 1l':J, ClV:J il,:JO 1(':::17.) (N"37 ,,l , ~,,,il ?37) C'Ol 1l':J, (3) 

?ilp? C'Ol::>n '"' p?17.)l 1'l:J ?:Jt( mpn ,; T't( ?1il7.) 1(1il1V::l ,,lmlV ,l, :~n:l 7"T 

MU'lV:J ilN,l::l ". N? 17.)::l37:J ?:It( 137,T Mt( ,,lV:lil? :J11VM ,li11 . il?':JU:J ,"lMN t(il, 

,?'l,:l iln11V37? N"NlV il?'7.) C1j:'7.):J N'illV il,j:'l):J j:', t('il M',:J C, ME)Uil en 1l':J, 

"77.) N71 ?:JU" ,1n:J ?1i17.) ,l1 18 .'11V37 '11V371V ill) TN il?'7.) ilM'il ,:J::llV :J::ll):J ?:IN 

Cl .N.T ,(N"37 ,17.) n17.):J') "71:JU'1 ?17.)'1V ,37 ,l T't( ... C',7.)1N C'7.)::lM1" i1T ?371 

illVj:' ?:Jt( .il:l?il::l Wl ?lV ,,107.)il 1'?iln:J T', M':J ,,37 n1'il? n1:l',::l il?':JU Cl il?'7.) 

N:Jil 1l:l" 371,'::l 19". N? 17.)::l37:J ?:Jt( 137,T Mt( ,'lV:lil?" ?lV p17.)il MN l':Jil? 
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1',,,;:,, ,(:::1"1' ,no l'lV,,'i') "1l::l ,,,i' n',::lm T~ N::lil 1l::l T'N, 1l::l ,,,i' n'?N,lV'~ 
m~::l') "lV'N nlVN::l T'::l il'ml::l T'::l ,w;:, ,;,il ?N,lV' n:::~ ?11 N::lil ,:::11', ,,::ll Nn::~?m" 
,,,N ?:IN .C'l::l::l m,T~~ ,N m'U lVlVM T'N n'?N,lV' N'il CNil CN p? .(:::1"1' ,il~ 

2o.,,~l ?N,lV' ,,:IN T'NlV '~' ClD m:p? en ,l'::l, nm::~ 
'lD::l il?,l'D N?N il?'~ c,p~:::1 il?,l'D n',::l c, nD~il T'N r:::~~,il n~'lV::l (4) 

il~::llV'lV 'D? Til~ ~'~il? il::l ,lpnw il~,, . ill'::llVil 'Dl::l nnn p,:!r ,,l C'l::lil? il~n 
, . p T?,;:,? ,lpn 1::l'D' ,n',::l c, nD~il Tn?'~ ,i''l', r?,~l TillV::l C',"ln~lV::l C',l 
ClV? N?lV il?'~ 7"::l~,il n~'lV ,,l'?l::l (N"l' ,:::ID n::llV , ,:!l?~ ':!l,il , 7"::l~,il 'lV,,'M) 
21,~, C,,,,llV C'l~j:'::l CillV C',l::l n',::l C, nD~il? ,,,:!l lV' T::l?, il?'~ ill'N m:!l~ 
,:::1,? il'N, C'N'::l~ lV',' : N"::llV,il ::lm::l ,:I, n~'lV::l, 22.?N,lV' j:',l'n::l il?'~::l N'm 
pm' ,,, N,D p ,Tl'?N ,, il'::l'mN,~ T'::lil N,,~?n::l T'l,O, C,lV~ 7"T C'l,Nlil 
'?T'l~ ;,il~ N,illV::l ,l, :I"'' N"'' ''' ~~? ;,~l ,'n c,'::l ;,~l N?N '' T'N' ,N'lm~ 
,l~~ ~'~il? 1',:!l ,"lnllV ,l N~?N - (:::1"1' ,:::11' m~::l'/l ::I' N,j:',,) 'C,,::l, ?"n 
?"T C'nNlil ?:IN" : ::lm::l N,il ,,l', (l"l' .~~ , 1',:::1 ':!l,il ,N"::llV,il 'lV,,'M) ".n',::l C, 
,~'::lO'lV il~ ?11 m?,,l m'N, Cil? lV', n',::l c, ,l~~ ~'~il? 1',:!llV T::l,, ,~':!Oil 
nil ilD~il T'NlV 'D? ,,:::1? 1',:!llV ?"T r:::~~,il ,,,~ :::~n::~ Cil',:::1,;, .l'',::ln cn?:::~p, 

n',::l c, Til~ T'D'~~ mew 'N,,il T~ N::lil, ;,il~ N,illV::l ,;,ltV '~ nD~il pDo~ 
,N"::llV,il m::l,lVM) ".ill'::llVil '!ll::l nnn l'Ol::ll il::l, ,l':::IN Cil,:::IN ?lV m',::l::l 10'l::lil? 
c, nD~il ?11 T'::l,::l~ 'N,, N"::llV,m r:::~c,il ,,l' T::l? .(~:ltV ,N"n ,::l,j:',~l''D ':!l,il 
N'il N?N ,illV,::l::l il?,l'? T'lVlV,MlV ;,ilC ,,,l ,~;:, Cil,,::l,C j:'DO ,l'NlV C',l::l n',::l 

23.il? il~,,;:,, illV,::l::l il?,l'? TN::l T'lVlV,n T'NlV D"l'N ilC:!ll' 'lD::l il?,l'D 

T!m"'l:::l ;,~,~ N?w ?N,W'? n',:l 1:1, n!:l~l"T 

;,C'l N?lV ?N,lV'? n',::l C, nD~il n?NlV::l lV,,,D::l ,l, N? C",,C?nil m,,j:'Cil 
?,C'l N?lV ,N ,?N,lV' '"l' ?,C'l N?lV ,N ,,?lV 'l'ClVil C,'::l ;,C'l N?lV ,C,?::l , Jl,il::l 
n?'NlV::l ,m'C::l ,,T il?'NlV::l np,?nc lV'lV C'N:!l,C ,lnlN C'nlVN,::l ?:IN .m:!lC ClV? 
,nn? 1',:!l ,l'N ?c CN, ,?;;:, ;,c, N? ,,::ll ?:IN" : C":::IC,il :In:! .',::ll '"l' il?'C 
: plV?il n::l ,,,l' p?,n ilN,l::l l"~Oil ?11:::1, (N"il ,::l"D ,il?'C '7il) ".il"llV ;,c;, 
T'N ,:::~;:, ,,::llil ?c CN ClCN ,il?,oD N'il, ,,::ll, il?'~::l T',lV ... pm' ':::1,, :::1, ... " 
pc ?:IN 24(n::l ,l'"C) ".n',::l c, ,lee ~'~il? eN '::l ~l'~ ,,nn?, ;,c;, ,nn? ,,,:!l 
,lVDN" : :::~m;:,, Cil'l'::l np,?nc T'NlV mN,il? ;,nwc (,o, ,,,, ,,,~) ~o,, n'::l::l 
C, ,lC~ ~'~il? 1',:!llV l"ilN ?:IN ~l'C ,,nn?, ,,Tn? :!l"N lV"C, C":::IC,il ,,:::1, lV,D? 
ilT lVWDlV C'll',~lV C'n,nN lV' ClCN ". ;,ilC N,illV::l ,,,llV T~i'C ~',l' N?, ,n',::l 
T'::l, "il"llV il?'~" T'::l ;,::lil lV'lV M'lC ilT lV,,,D ::l"l, 25,C":::IC,il nm;:, ,l'N, pm, 
nD~il" 7m0 ,mN::l C'lVCnlVC ,:ltV N,Cl::l ,,pc? mm ,T ilnlm ."n',::l C, nD~il" 
;,ilc ,l? T'::l ,illV,::l::l il?,l'? T'lVlVm mnDil ?::~?w ,?,ilc ,;,ltV T~i'? T'::l "n',::l c, 

,,m'l::l c?w TD,N::l ;,C'l il'illV l',,l '::l illV,::l::l il?,l'? T'lVlV,n T'N mnDil ?::~?w 
T,C . ,;lV j:'OD? O"lV::l ,,j:'Cil N,il il~ mm? illVj:' C":::IC,il 'j:'OD ilC::l, ilC::l::l ?'l,::l 
':I, N'ln" : N"l' , T::l il,T il,,::ll' (N) : C'l,lV m,,j:'C 'llV ?11 ,'l'il ClV illlVC ~0::1:::1 
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,,,~wn ,n,,:J n~e ilnM,' 1rn ? il1m'!:l N'illV ,,::ll:J il;,~; pl~ ,~,N N'lVlil il1,il' 
".Nm N',:J," : '"lV, lV,,!:l, "(l' : ClV) ,;,~, ;,~il' '0,, ':I,, ... (U : T' n'lVN,:J) 
:::1,1 il'~lV~ N!:l!:l ,:J ,,, ? il;,O!:llV ,,::ll:J il;,~; pl~ ,~n'N1" : N"37 ,:I~ mm~ (:J) 
~,o ~,o 26".;,~, ;~il - ,;,~, ;,~il' ,~N pm' ':I, '.,,~wn ,n,,:J nN ilnN, ,~N 
iln~,~ N!:l,, il'il CNlV ,l':J, :~n:J N; il~; il1Vp ilT '!:l;,, : ow illlV~ ~O::l:J :~m:J 1,~ 
N,':JO pm' ':I,, :J, 'N il'; Np!:lO~ ,l':J,1 ,lV!:lN, ? (N"37 , T::l il,T il1,:J37 !:l"37) ,m~ 
,il; N,':JO 'N ,N . 1; N~,p '::lil '::lil ;"o ,ill'N1 P'::l, .il;,o!:l ,,::ll:J il;,~, ,il; 
N; il;'nn::l;1 p0!:l1:J'!:l;, .n'1V',!:l1:J, 'l';!:l N'lVlil il1,il' ':::1,1 N~37U:J N;N il,1V::l1 
1"' ,37"1V:J p,) ,,P'37 ,; ilN,l iln ,il,llV ;,~;, ,,Tn; 1',l ,l'N ;~ ON, ;,~, 

.(N.10, 
:~n:J ,,l~T:J ;,~,l N;lV ,~; cl n',:J 01 n!:luil :~,n; ,;,nwil c,n,nN il~::l ilT ;::l~ 
'" ,,n:J ,;~ .n,,:J 01 ,l~~ ~'Uil;, ,,™; ,,,l il?';:J ;~, ,:::137" : pw;il n:~ N"~,il 
ClV ;:IN ,:::1"37 ,:::137 m~:J' ;37 n10,,~ N"~,, NlV',il (N.:JO, 1"' ,37"1V) ".Nl' ,0,':::1, 
N"~,, N!:l'Oil .n',:J 01 n!:luil; ow T~, c,w T'N, ,nNnil; il::l',llV il;'~ n;'NlV:J ,l, 
n:JlV :::1,37:::1 ;,~; 1MN mp,l'n 'llV" n;'NlV:J ,]1 ClV ;:IN ,N"37 , T;p n:JlV ;37 n10,'~ 
nlp lV' ;:IN ,n,,:J 01 n!:lUil ,::lTil N; ClV Cl, ",,::l, ;~, M::llV, n:JlV:J ;,~; 1MN, 
",,::l, il!:lUil ,,,l T'NlV '37':J1V:J ,m;~, ,n:JlVlV pl::l" : :~m:JlV ,,,N~:J ,T il371? 1~0 

27.N'l,o 'Nil? ,,lV n',:J 01 n!:luil T'l37 ,,,N~illV,,'!:l '!:l::l .N.T 
,; N,,,, : pw;il n:~ :~m:J, ,m, :J,'nil nN :I'm~ tn?,lVil ,,,37 ?37:::1 ilT ?::l~ 

pO!:llV il~; ,;'!:lN1 p"m :::1"0, ''0 ;'37; ,nU'lV; Np,'1 ,l37'~1Vil ;,,, ,:::111 ,nm::l:J 
;:~~e .il;'~ ml~ ow; ,m;~lV::l Np,, ,ilT ,n,,:J 01 ~'Uil; l"N '" ,,n ;,~l:J1 ;,37; 
'" ,nN; C'::l',l ,,il, 37"::l?, . ??:J il;'~ ow m ;37 pN ill::lOil 'l!:l~ m; T'::l',llV::l 
l"il::l:J ,:J,n il;'~ ,,p~ N; '" ,,n ;::l, :Jn::llV iln ... n',:J 01 ,l~~ ~'Uil; 

.('.10, ,1"') "ilN,!:l,; T,,,~lV::l 

N'il "O,,'Oil nlN1" C'N,,plV il~lV C','::l~ ,lnlNlV ,,1V::l371V Nl1'Nil C,,~,N lV' 
.n',:J 01 n!:luil m:~,n~ P'NlV mY'1il ,;N ;37 ,,~o; ,l,?Y ,C',:Jl ;w n'Y:JU il'37:J 
,,,~~ 'n1Vp:J p ;37 ,m'l,;,::l'O!:l m;'NlV:J C'U,'1il ,,:::11 737 ,,~o; 'n'l, N; ;:IN 
,,,:Jn T':J 1:J::ll, co,,!:l~ ::l"::l, iln~,~ 'U';lN,::l'O!:l, ,UN'::l'O!:l ,,uo,N ,~u,,~ ,,, 
,::l,1::l il1V37 N,il iln ,ilT pl37:J 'l'37 ,'Nil; ,,l1V,1~ n':J:J ,,O!:l,,!:l ::l"l, ,lV!:llil 'N!:l,, 

: pw;il m ';N :~n:J~:J il:J,u T'37:J 

"Assuming that we are dealing with men who are not mentally ill, I would 
not be concerned about the psychological trauma occasioned by hattafat 
dam brit . ... I don't think there should be any undue anxiety. In fact, I 
would imagine the experience could contribute to a feeling of true rebirth 
which would be approoriate for conversion." 

64 



The Question of Hattafat Dam Brit 

CillV '!l? C',~1N C',MN1 : T"::l~,il :Jn:J .C'?1,,:1il nl7,? p1:J~ 1"'01N ,,, 1T ii,::JO:J1 

1V'1V:J i1Tii1~T:J 28" .'1:J1 C~Ml? ii:J,:Jil nNT Cil? 1lpn I'J"'1lil 1~, ?Y plN1,1 C'?1,l 

illN, 1? n1'i1? ii:J',l il~lY 1n?'~:J ,Yl C11V 1V'l,~ ;,Yil ,lil pN1 C,,,~ 1l? 

N'il ii'1N, illN,lV ,~1? ,lV!lN :J"l1 .C',,~ Cil? il'il N?lV l":J~,il ?1V 1l~m ilnm!l 

'l'tl:J ?N,lV' 'l:J C1?:Jp1V 1~:J n11l~ ?1V 71:!71 C'~lV n1:J?~ 71Y ?:Jp' ,lillV Wl:J 

Cil CN ,,:J? 1lm'pM:J C',lil nN nlp ,,M!lil? C':J"M 1lnlN1V ,,l'?l:J 1:J'!l? .nm:J 

N::llV ,l p:J, 1ln" (N"l' .T~ n1~:J') N,~l:J Nn",:J::J ,,~NlV il~ i'IT1 .1N? CN C"l'l, 

1~T:J ?N,lV'lV l',,, ilnN 'N ? ,,lnil? nN:JlV n'N, il~' 1? C',~1N i'ITil ~T:J ,,lnil? 
11Vll' 1n1N l'l'',,~, ... '? Cil'?l' PN:J 1',10'1 C'!),,"'~, C'!)1Mtl C'!l1M, c,,,, i'ITil 

1l'N1 ''l' ii:J':JM '1V!ll1V N?N 'lN l',,, ,~N CN1" : ,,,N~il :Jn:J1 ".'1:J1 n11l~ ?lV 

'~ '' i'IN,l:J p? (189 '~l' .1~v', 'l1il) ".1n1N p?:Jp~ ,i'ITil C?1l':J ,l'l "M? 1V1V1M 
'1N, 1l'N Np1, N1il n',:J C, n!l"'il~ 1V":J1 il?'~~ 1n:J:Jl'~ ii:J'tl i'IT'N~ 1nlN,1V 

.Wl? 

C1' CN 'l''lVnil C1':J) n',:J C, I'J'"'il? ,,~l :J1'M lV' n1l',il :J1, '!J?lV "'11VD :J":J N1il 

Cl~N .1n1'l:J ?1~'l1V ,l~ Cl1 ?1il~ ,;1l1V ?N,lV' p1l'n~ (n:JlV:J n1'il? ?n 'l'~lVil 
1:J10~" ?w :Jl~:J pl:J ,n,,:J c, nD"'il n1:J"n~ P'NlV n1l',il 1?N ?l' 11~0? ,lVDN 

.n~~, n?n~ ,~,;:J 29"ii''~:J 
C'Mtl!J) "C'71,lil n1l?'Nii":J m?nn? ,lVDN p1ii:J ?1~'l N?lV '~ ?lV :Jl~:J1 
C, nD"'il 1:J"M? N?1 ,('1:J1 T""'1 1"1V ,N"~,il ,l"~tlil ,ll:J) p~1 C":J~,il ,(N"l' :J'P 

1l'l':J lV' i'ITil 1~T:J : cl'"'il iiT 'lD~ n',:J c, nD"'il~ c,"',D? '1N,1V ,,l'?n .n',:J 
30"ii:J1Vltzl p1l'n" ,,n:J Cil n~N:J ?:JN "ii:J11Vn '?l':J" Cil? C'N,1p1V C','l'l ii:J,il 

lV,M~ C~ll' ?Y C'?:Jp~ Ci11 ??:J n11l~ 1ii:J C',~11V N?lV n1MD1V~~ C'N:J Cil .N.T 

ClV? C'ND1, '"l' N'il Cil'l':J il?'~ ii?N:J n1MD1V~ ii~:J:J ,l'1,':J .n11l~ ?1V 713.' 

:J"M? p? .':J C1' 1N 'N C1':J C'?1~'l C',:Jlil :J1, 17'DN nNTil ill',~:J ':J i'IN1D, 

:J":J1 i1?1,l ii1V1:J Cil? il'iln lV~~ ,,:Jl? Wl 7'l':J N'illV n',:J C, nD"'ii:J i!?N C','Yl 

C, nD"'il :J"M~ N1ii1V N"~,il 17'DN1 31.C':J1Vil 'l!J:J n?, 71l'l' i'IT:J :J1'M1V ,lVDN 

'~? N?N - ii?':J"' - Wl pl':JlV il~ :J"M~ 1l'N ,p1ii:J N?lV C'?1~'l? n',:J 
32.?N,1V' m? :J1V1 1m nN ,,~illV 

,:J"!) ,'N NM01l ,,"':JlV 'l1il ,1nl ':J,, n1:JN 1"l' il,lN:J N1V1l:J 71il~ ,,,l ?l' .1 

.51 'l'il ,399 '~l'; 318 'l'il ,319-318 '~l' ,C',1il'il n1,lN ,l,1:Jll'l '17 ,, ; 12 '~Y 

·"'?-ii:J ·"' ,n,,,~;n ii',D17pllN :J"l 1"l' 

·"'"'D n:Jw '1V1,':J1 .72-71 '~l' .1~,:J'? 'l1il/"'.,"' n:Jw ,NnDo1n:J p1 .2 

C, 1l~~ 'l'"'il? 1',l ?1i1~ N1i11V:J ,,lnllV ,l1 ?1il~ ,?1l1V1 111V~il1" : N"l' ,,'/:J"il 

ii:J?il il'l'1V1il ':J, ClV:J 1~Ml ,:J pMl' ':J, ... ,Tl'?N p pl'~lV ':::1, ,~N 'ln .n',:J 
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':J,, :\"37N ,T37?N p p37~1V ':J,::J" : ClV i1137il T:J,i' ?37:J lV,,!:l, ".,,~?nil ,,:J,::J 

Isaac Klein, Responsa mlVil ". T'i',!:l:J '':J:J:J NM'N1::J NM",:J:J ,,,37 )''!:) ,:J, il1,il' 

and Halakhic Studies (New York, 1975), 98. 

il:J, C',:J1 1"37 ::J":\ .469 '~37 ~i':J?N-,,,,N'n '"lnil I:J.,~ il:J, M'lVN,:J:J 1:::1, .3 

.N:!rn-'::J ,,!:l lV', 

.:::1"37 ,)' J':l,,'37 1"37 .4 

.:J"37 ~tm m,,::J:J 1"37 .5 

pN:\ 'NnN :J, :Jn::J C'l,N:\il '~':J ,:J::J, .216 ,205 '~37 ,,~"il01?'il ':!r,il .6 

,~N ?N,~lV, j'"M::J i1::J?i1 :J, ,~N ,~M'N" : 1"37 I,::J ,:\'l37j' ':!r,il .m~lV ,,!:l ~mn?NlV:J 

.N"37 ,'' ,N,,, ,,!:l ''37 ".',,O'N:J :J,::J T? N~"i', .,T37?N p p37~1V ':J,::J il::J?il 

.N"37 I,, m,,,il 1"37 . 7 

'1V,1'n:J p, ".illlV~ ill'N il":J c,i'~:J lV":J '""i' il'1il:J Nil,' : n", :Jn:~ 1:::1, .8 

,,N? N:!r' ,:J::J 'l:J?il '!:l,,!:l ?lV ,lV,,'!:l ,'1V::J37 .:\"37-:::1"37 ,U~ ,p,:J ':!r,il ,N":JlV,il 

.1V"37 .NOll.' ,(:J"~lVn ,c'?lV,) n:JlV : m,,o~, n,p~:J N:!r~n 
.',::J, N"37 ,:\ il::J,O ; :J"37 ,:Jl ,N"37 1,; m::J,:J ; N"37 ,U/N"il ,n"!:l m~:J' '1V,,, .9 

. T':J,,'37 'l,o , '1"', 1"37 .1 o 

.(N) 37"37 l,l C',,:J)il 'U?lV 1"37 .11 

!:l"37 i', '::J il~'n n:!rp, .;:J":J::J il::J?il1 37,,,, .. .'' :ell.' illlV~ l'jO::J:J 1,~ :Jn::J, .12 

ill, N? 1,~ ilN,l::J ".lV":J n371 ,T il1,il' ':J, !:l"37 ?:JN ~il":J n371 n ,!:li'il ,T37'?N ':J, 

.'nO, ,1"' 1,,U 1"37 .lV":J 1"37 ilj'O!:ll il::J?illV T~,; ,;'!:lN 

.(1) :J"37 ,ill M:JlV ~'l"',il ?37 C',,:J:\il 'U?lV 1"37 .13 

'O,, ':J,, il1,il' ':J, ... pm' ':J, ,~N '1'N ,:J :Jj'37' ,"N" : :J"37 ,,~ 1':::1,,'37 .14 

". '0,, ':J,::J il::J?il 

'1V,1'n:J 1"37 .Np,, ,N; n',:J c1 n!:luil ?:JN 1":J 'l!:l:J m'il? il::J',:!r il?':JUil .15 

.N"37 I:J37 m~:J' ~lV"lV,il 

Law and Theology in Judaism II ,,!:lC 1"37 ,,,il~ ':J,37" ?lV T:J,~il ?37 .16 

(New York, 1976) 2:221-222. 

'N,, ,T ?:JN n", c,p~:J n", (no, ,1"') ,,u:J, N":JU',m T":J~,il '1V,1'n:J .17 

.nc, ,1"' ,,,u ?37 n":Jil 'tv,1'n 1"37 .o"u 
T,:!r pN, ,,~'l Nil1 illV37l i11V37l1V il~ N"'" : N. 10, 1"' ,lV,:J?il ?37:J :JM::J p, .18 

".n',:J C1 ,l~~ l'j'Uil?, ,,Tn? 

N::Jil1 ??:::~ T,::Jl ,l'N, ... '"T :J,, T'l~ ,T 'Ml71' N?" : ClV T":l~,il illVi'~ T::J, .19 

. T~Nl il",,m N"37 IT~ m~:J' ''37 ". il?'~::J n',:J c1 n!:lUillV 37~1V~ 
.:\"37 ,1j' ,0",, ':!r,il ,,,~N ,,!:) ,N,!:l0i1 ?37 1":JN,i11V,,'!:l 1"37 .20 

.m?':Ji'~, N"37 ~:J::J m~:J' 1"37 .21 

,~N N'ln1" .p?~ J'N C1 l'j'Uil? N"N CN p? .il:J,n M',:J C1 M!:lUil Cil'llV:J, .22 

ill:J il?~tv 'l!:l? nnN illVN nN:J, N'i''t',!:li' nl'1~? •n:~?il nnN C37!:l ... rm ':J, 

,:J 'M'N, N?, ,:J 'M:!r:!ril ·i',,' N,illV 'M'N, . 'l!:l? ,nN':Jil 'lV'?lV .n~, 'ltv .n~, T'lVN,il 

: '"lV, lV,,!:l, .(N"37 , 1?p n:JlV) ".',::J, ,~,,:I ;,!:l'lV 137 ,; 'l'n~il il? 'M,~N .n',::J c1 

ml~ M',:J C1 M!:lUil, N~1 il'l'~ j'!:ll N? il'? ?•il~ 'N1 - N1n ,Nm37,,:\? 'M,n" 
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':!r1il ,N"l.' ,il?j:' n:llV) ,,,N1.lil ?::lN ".'1:J1 (N' : ~ il',:JT) '1n',::l 01 nN Ol' ,::l'n:J1:J 

T'N .(n1?'::lj:'1.l1 N"l.' ,::l:J '::l') "'1.l1 1?mv 1~v:J ,,,mw ,,, 1"l711J 1l71~ (530 ,il.?.l? 

?1n1.l N1ili1J:J 1?m 1?1l11J 1~i':J N1il ,,,mlW:J ,,illlJ" .n',::l 01 ?1i!1.l ,,1.l ~'J'~i!? 

J1l:::l ::l1'n nl711J::l N711J 711.l'li1J 11.l:J i!TilJ 1N ,il!:l~il 1',:!r 1l'N ili1J1::l:J i!7,l7 j:'!:lO N71.l7N 

1',::21 nN 0"01.l ::l,il 7:JN ".(N"l.' , T7p n::lW) il!:l~il ,,,:!r 1'NI1J 'l7'::li1J::l 1il171.l1 1n:J11J11J 

".ill':JilJil '!:ll:J nnn i!Ol:Ji!? il!:l~il 1',:!ri1J 0'1.l':J01.l O'l1N.?. ::21, 1.l"1.l1" 

.N"l.' ,::2? ,0',1l1 ,N"l.' ,T7p ,n::lw 1"l7 ,11.l:!rl7 'l!:l::l ,::l1:J n',::l 01 n1::l'Wn 7l7 .23 

n7'1.lil 7l7 1':J,::l1.l 1'N1" : (.?.o, ,1"') ,1~::2 1l::l1 (il"il .~"'!:l ,n::lW) W"N,il 1j:'O!:l 7:JN 

il'illlJ:J 71.l1 : (N.no, ,1"') 11,:!7 7n71w::2 1,1.l po!:l p7 ".ili1J1::l:J n7,l7 17 nN,l :J"NN 
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