Alternative Prayer for
Our Country

A Prayer for the Renewal of Creation

Master of the universe, in whose hand is the breath of all life

Our God and God of
and the soul of every person, grant us the gift of Shabbat, a day
our ancestors, grant to
of rest from all our labors. With all of our senses may we perour country the will and
wherewithal to fulfill its
ceive the glory of Your works. Fill us with Your goodness, that
calling to justice, liberty,
we may attest to Your great deeds. Strengthen us to become
and equality.
Your faithful partners, preserving the world for the sake of
May each of us fulfill our
responsibilities of citizenfuture generations. Adonai our God and God of our ancesship with care, generosity,
tors, may it be Your will to renew Your blessing of the world in
and gratitude, ever conour day, as You have done from the beginning of time.
scious of the extraordinary
blessing of freedom, ever
mindful of our duties to
one another. Bless those
who volunteer to labor on
Our God and God of our ancestors, with mercy accept our
behalf of us all; may they
find the strength and courprayer on behalf of our country and its government. Pour out
age to complete their tasks
Your blessing upon this land, upon its inhabitants, upon its
and fulfill their dreams.
leaders, its judges, officers, and officials, who faithfully devote
May our judges, elected
leaders, and all who hold
themselves to the needs of the public. Help them understand
public office exercise their
the rules of justice You have decreed, so that peace and securesponsibilities with wisrity, happiness and freedom, will never depart from our land.
dom, fairness, and justice
for all. Fill them with love
ADONAI, God whose spirit is in all creatures, we pray that
and kindness, and bless
them that they may walk
Your spirit be awakened within all the inhabitants of our land.
with integrity on the paths
Uproot from our hearts hatred and malice, jealousy and strife.
of peace and righteousPlant love and companionship, peace and friendship, among
ness.
Creator and protecthe many peoples and faiths who dwell in our nation. Grant us
tor of all, watch over our
the knowledge to judge justly, the wisdom to act with compasarmed forces and all those
sion, and the understanding and courage to root out poverty
entrusted with our safety,
as they daily put their lives
from our land.
at risk to protect us and
our freedoms. Be with
May it be Your will that our land be a blessing to all who dwell
them in times of danger;
on earth, and may You cause all peoples to dwell in friendship
give them courage to act
and freedom. Speedily fulfill the vision of Your prophets:
with honor and dignity, as
well as insight to do what
“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
is right in Your eyes.
they learn war anymore.” “For all of them, from the least of
Fill us all with the gifts
them to the greatest, shall know Me.” And let us say: Amen.
of love and courage, that
we may create a world that
reflects Your glory. May we each respond to the charge
of Your prophet, “For what does Adonai demand of You—
but to act justly, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
Your God” (Micah 6:8). May the one who brings peace on
high bring peace and prosperity to our world and keep us
in safety. And let us say: Amen.
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