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%~ —— Prayer in the Time of War — &

God of the Spirit of all flesh,

Who surrounds us and fills us!

We are not able to comprehend Your holy Will

In time of darkness, slaughter, evil and war.

The Clouds of Glory have departed from over our heads

And have been replaced by clouds of battle, terror and darkness.

From the strait we have called, Yah,

Answer us in the expanse, Yah!

Be with us in the valley of the shadow of death

On the front line and on the home front,

So that we will not fear evil because You are with us.

You are the healing for our wounds,

The Comforter, comfort the bereaved, the orphan and widow,
For we know that in all of our troubles, You are troubled.

Be with the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces on the battlefield,

Bless them with courage of heart, with determination and with compassion,
That they may return with fullness of body, spirit and soul.

Let Your Holy Presence envelop the kidnapped of Your people,

Embrace them, have mercy on them,

Be with them in their trouble, distress and darkness,

And put courage, wisdom, judgment and stratagems into our hearts

So that we may take them out of the hands of the cruel enemy

Speedily to freedom and to light.

Bless the security and defense forces that the love of Israel

Triumphs in their hearts over the feeling of revenge.

Lead us on the straight path and with purity of arms

So that on the day after the war we will also be able to look in the mirror.
Remember for us the kindness of Abraham, so that we will also remember
That he had compassion even for the minority within the minority

In Sodom and Gomorrah

And said: Far be it from You to do a thing like this,

To put the righteous to death with the wicked!

Sovereign of Worlds, Life of Eternity, General of all Generals,

Remind us on the day after the war that You have a plan of action,

And it is embedded in our hearts:

A vision of peace,

A vision of redemption.

As it is written in the words of Your prophets:

And He will judge among the nations, and rebuke many peoples,

And they will beat their swords into spades and their spears into pruning hooks,
One nation will not lift up the sword against another nation

And they will not again study war.

Rabbi Ariel Pollak (trans. Rachel Schwarzman) Kehilat Sinai of the Masorti Movement



