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W) SPIRIT IN PRACTICE :
— RS =———N————

Standing by the water,
Emptying our pockets
Of the remaining crumbs of sin,
We turn to You, O God,
Creator of heaven and carth,
Creator of the water.
We pour out
Like water
The confession of owur sin.
Hear our prayer
And

“Tashhkh, cast all our sins

Into the ocean’s depths.”

As You appeared
To grieving, exiled Hagar
(Who, in desperation,
Had cast her thirsting child
. Under the bushes)
And assured her
At the vell of water
That Ysu, the Living God,
Look rzrcifully upon the
afflicted-—
Look upon us
In our affliction
And
“Tashlikh, cast all our sins
Into the ocean’s depths.”

As Abraham and Isaac,

On their way to Mount Moriah,
Confronted by an impassable river,
(The guise that Satan took

To deter them from fulfilling

The command of Your dread test)
Marched boldly into the water —
So strengthen our faith and trust,
That we may pass

Whatever test You set for us,

And

18
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“Tashlikh, cast all our sins
Into the ocean’s depths.”

As You sustained

Our People Israel,

Your People Israel,

With the never-failing well of
water

That accompanied them

(Through Miriam’s merit)

In their desert wanderings —

So save us

And sustain us

With Your living water,

And
“Tashlikh, cast all our sins

Into the ocean’s depths.”

As fish in water
Are ever in danger
Of being caught
And then devoured,
So are we in peril
Constantly.
We turn to You,
Our-only sure protection.
Shelter us,
And
“Tashlikh, cast all our sins
Into the ocean’s depths.”

As in days of yore

A king was crowned

At river’s edge,

So 100 do we

At water’s edge

Renew Your coronation,

O Sovereign of the Universe,

And take upon ourselves anew

The blessed yoke of Your sover-
cignty. '

Accept us as Your loyal servants
And
“Tashlikh, cast all our sins
Into the ocean’s depths.”

As You promised
Through Your prophet Ezekicl
To sprinkle upon the People Isracl
Your pure and purifying-water,
Do so now, we pray,
As we turn our hearts
In penitence to You,
And

“Tashlikh, cast all our sins

Into the occan’s depths.”

Let thesc waters be a token
Of Your covenant promise:
“As I swore that Noah’s warcrs
Never again would flood the carth,
So I swear that I will not
Be ansry with you or rebuke vou.
For uiough the mountains may
move
And the hills be shaken,
My steadfast love
Shall never move from you,
Nor My covenant of shalom be
shaken,
Says Hashem, your Compassionate
One.”
So
“Tashlikh, cast all our sins
Into the ocean’s depths.”

Hershel Matt, a member of the RRC
Faculty, is the author of many clas-
sics of contemporary Jewish liturgy.
This one is to be recited at the
Tashlikh ceremony on Rosh
Hashanah.
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