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Our Ancestors: 
An Interpretive 
Rendering
Help me, O God, to pray.
Our ancestors worshipped 
You. Abraham and Sarah, 
Rebecca and Isaac, Jacob, 
Rachel, and Leah stood in 
awe before You. We too 
reach for You, infinite, 
mysterious, transcendent 
God, source of life whose 
truth our ancestors first 
uncovered. We, their 
distant descendants, draw 
strength from them and 
from Your redeeming love. 
Be our help and our shield, 
as You were theirs. We 
praise You, God, Shield 
of Abraham, Guardian of 
Sarah.
—All the interpretive renderings 

of Musaf are by 
André UngAr,

and are adapted for this siddur

An alternative Musaf Amidah, centered on poetic offerings 
rather than the Temple service, can be found on page 355.

A transliteration of the opening b’rakhot of the Amidah  
may be found on page 466. 

On the first day of Pesah|.|, the prayer for dew is recited (page 374).
On Sh’mini Atzeret, the prayer for rain is recited (page 374).
Many congregations recite these prayers following the recitation  
of the silent Amidah.

The sign a indicates the places to bow. The Amidah concludes on page 354.

[Leader: As I proclaim God’s name, AdonAi, exalt our God.]
AdonAi, open my lips that my mouth may speak Your praise.

An alternative Musaf Amidah, centered on poetic offerings 
rather than the Temple service, can be found on page 355.

A transliteration of the opening b’rakhot of the Amidah 
may be found on page 466. 

On the first day of Pesah|.|, the prayer for dew is recited (page 374).
On Sh’mini Atzeret, the prayer for rain is recited (page 374).
Many congregations recite these prayers following the recitation  
of the silent Amidah.

The sign b indicates the places to bow. The Amidah concludes on page 354.

]Leader: .ינּו ֶדל ֵלאֹלֵהֽ ]ִּכי ֵׁשם יהוה ֶאְקָרא, ָהבּו ֹגֽ
ָך. ִהָּלֶתֽ ָפַתי ִּתְפָּתח, ּוִפי ַיִּגיד ּת� ֲאדָֹני ׂש�

AMIDAH. The festival is 
celebrated by the addition 
of an extra Amidah, called 
musaf, literally meaning 
“addition.” As with every 
Amidah, it consists of three 
introductory and three 
closing b’rakhot, but it is 
distinguished by its middle 
blessing, which centers on 
the concerns of the day. 
One opinion found in the 
Talmud of the Land of 
Israel (Berakhot 4:6) directs 
that Musaf include new 
prayers—that is, thoughts 
and ideas not expressed 
in Shah|.|arit. Rabbi Yose 
(late 3rd century, Babylo-
nia) then indicates that 
mentioning the special sac-
rifices of the day fulfills this 
injunction; the text of the 
received Musaf (beginning 
on this page) follows that 
opinion. Many, though, 
may wish to expand the 
expression of something 
“new” and so we have 
included a version of Musaf 
that expresses the themes 
of the festival in piyyut (see 
pages 355–373 below).

As I proclaim ם ֵ י �ׁש  .�ּכִ
Deuteronomy 32:3. This 
is the leader’s call to the 
congregation, signalling 
that the Amidah is about 

to be recited aloud and that they should respond by acknowledg-
ing God’s name, answering barukh hu u-varukh sh’mo, “blessed 
be God and blessed be God’s name,” when the name of God is 
mentioned in a blessing.

Adonai, open my lips ח ְפתּכָ ָפַתי תּכִ .Psalm 51:17 .ֲאדָֹני ׂ�ְ

our ancestors. The festival may poignantly remind us of times 
spent with family, and we might have those memories especially 
in mind as we recite this blessing. Because the festival can be so 
evocative of family and friends, Yizkor, the memorial service for 
those who were close to us and influenced us but who are now 
gone, is recited on the concluding day of the festival.

 Musaf for Festivals: The Temple Serviceתפילת מוסף ליום טוב: העבודה במקדש

 With Patriarchs:

 & ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו,  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם, ֱאֹלֵהי 
ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, ָהֵאל 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, טֹוִבים, ו�
זֹוֵכר ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות,  ו�

ֵניֶהם  ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�
ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�

יַע ּוָמֵגן.  ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּומֹוִׁשֽ ֶמֽ
 b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

& ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ינּו[, ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם,  ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ]ו�
ֱאֹלֵהי ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָׂשָרה, ֱאֹלֵהי ִרְבָקה, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָרֵחל, ֵואֹלֵהי ֵלָאה, 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ָהֵאל ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

זֹוֵכר  קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, ו� טֹוִבים, ו�
ִאָּמהֹות[,   ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות ]ו�
ֵניֶהם   ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�

ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�
ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּופֹוֵקד  ֶמֽ

יַע ּוָמֵגן. ּומֹוִׁשֽ
b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם ּופֹוֵקד ָׂשָרה.

First B’rakhah: Our Ancestors
With Patriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our  
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and saves  
and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
God of Sarah, God of
 Rebecca, God of Rachel,
 and God of Leah,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and guards,  
saves and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham and 
Guardian of Sarah.
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God’s Saving Care: 
An Interpretive 
Rendering 
Your strength sustains 
the universe. You breathe 
life even into inanimate 
matter. With compassion, 
You care for those who 
live. Your limitless love lets 
life triumph over death, 
heals the sick, upholds 
the exhausted, frees the 
enslaved, keeps faith even 
with the dead. Who is like 
You, God of incomparable 
power? You govern both 
life and death; our souls 
blossom in Your presence. 
We praise You, God who 
wrests life from death.

great is Your sav-
ing power יַע ֽ ִ  .ַרב ְלהֹו�ׁש
Throughout the Bible and 
equally throughout the 
liturgy, God’s saving power 
is quintessentially exempli-
fied in the exodus from 
Egypt. That slaves could be 
freed from the mightiest 
empire of its time was a 
demonstration of the mi-
raculous. Throughout time, 
the exodus has served as a 
paradigm for overcoming 
oppressive human mastery. 
In a metaphorical sense, 
slavery is death—the death 
of individual will—and 
overcoming the shackles of 
slavery is seen as giving life 
to the dead. 

עֹוָלם ֲאדָֹני,  ַאָּתה ִּגּבֹור ל�
ַחֵּיה ֵמִתים ַאָּתה,  מ�

יַע. הֹוִׁשֽ ַרב ל�
On Sh’mini Atzeret, after the announcement for 
seasonal rain, and on Simh|.|at Torah, we add:

 ַמִּׁשיב ָהֽרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהָּגֶֽׁשם,  

]On all other festivals, some add:  ,מֹוִריד ַהָּטל[ 

ֶסד,  ֶחֽ ַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים ּב� מ�
ַרֲחִמים ַרִּבים,  ַחֵּיה ֵמִתים ּב� מ�

רֹוֵפא חֹוִלים, ּוַמִּתיר ֲאסּוִרים,  ִלים, ו�  סֹוֵמְך נֹופ�
ּוְמַקֵּים ֱאמּוָנתֹו ִליֵׁשֵני ָעָפר. 

בּורֹות ּוִמי ּֽדֹוֶמה ָּלְך,  ַעל ּג� ִמי ָכֽמֹוָך ַּבֽ
ׁשּוָעה.  יַח י� ֶלְך ֵמִמית ּוְמַחֶּיה ּוַמְצִמֽ ֶמֽ

ַהֲחיֹות ֵמִתים.  ֶנֱאָמן ַאָּתה ל�  ו�
ַחֵּיה ַהֵּמִתים. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, מ�

When the Amidah is recited silently, continue on page 346 with ׁש� ה ָקד�ֹו .ַא�ּתָ

Second B’rakhah: God’s Saving Care
You are ever mighty, AdonAi— 
You give life to the dead—
great is Your saving power:

On Sh’mini Atzeret, after the announcement for 
seasonal rain, and on Simh|.|at Torah, we add:
You cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall,
[On all other festivals, some add: You cause the dew to fall,]

You sustain the living through kindness and love, 
and with great mercy give life to the dead, 
You support the falling, heal the sick,
loosen the chains of the bound, 
and keep faith with those who sleep in the dust. 
Who is like You, Almighty,
and who can be compared to You?  
The sovereign who brings death and life
and causes redemption to flourish.
M’khalkel h|.|ayim b’h|.|esed,
m’h|.|ayeih meitim b’rah|.|amim rabim,
somekh noflim v’rofei h|.|olim u-matir asurim,
u-m’kayem emunato lisheinei afar.
Mi khamokha ba·al g’vurot umi domeh lakh,
melekh meimit u-m’h|.|ayeh u-matzmiah|.| y’shuah.

You are faithful in bringing life to the dead.
Barukh atah Adonai, who gives life to the dead.

When the Amidah is recited silently, continue on page 346 with “Holy are You.”
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THE KEDUSHAH. In reciting 
the Kedushah, the angels’ 
song, we too become an 
angelic chorus. It is as if, in 
this moment, heaven and 
earth have become as one. 
Therefore, the tradition 
recommends that we stand 
with feet together while 
reciting the Kedushah—in 
imitation of angels (Ezekiel 
1:7).
 The Kedushah of Musaf 
includes prophetic visions 
of the angelic chorus, as 
found in Isaiah 6:3 and 
Ezekiel 3:12; the people 
Israel’s declaration of 
faith as articulated in the 
Sh'ma, Deuteronomy 6:4; 
and expressions of God’s 
sovereignty, taken from 
Numbers 15:41, Zechariah 
14:9, and Psalm 146:10.

Each Cried Out to the 
Other ְוָקָרא ֶזה ֶאל ֶזה. The 
Hebrew kara, “cried” or 
“called,” evokes one of the 
Torah’s names for the three 
festivals: mikra∙ei kodesh, 
days that are “called holy,” 
which might be translated 
as “days when we are called 
to holiness.” We might 
think of these days as 
divine messengers, sum-
moning us to gather, calling 
us to aspire to a greater 
level of holiness. Reciting 
the Kedushah together at 
this moment of the festival 
service is our response to 
their call.

yet Again ִנית ֵ  ,Literally .�ׁש
“a second time.” The first 
time was the exodus from 
Egypt. The biblical story of 
the liberation from Egypt, 
the revelation at Sinai, and 

the march through the desert is a template for our own existence, as 
we struggle to achieve our own freedom and our revelation. It is also 
a pre-figuration of the time of redemption, a time of freedom for all, 
and a time when justice and truth will reign throughout existence.

Third B’rakhah: God’s Holiness
The Kedushah
The Kedushah is recited only when the Amidah is said aloud 
with the congregation. It is recited while standing.

We revere and sanctify You on earth as Your name is sanctified in heaven,  
as Your prophet Isaiah described: Each cried out to the other: 

“Holy, holy, holy is Adonai Tz’va·ot, the whole world is filled with God’s glory!”
Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh Adonai Tz’va∙ot, m’lo khol ha-aretz k’vodo.

God’s glory fills the universe. One angelic chorus asks, “Where is the place  
of God’s glory?” Another responds: 

“Praised is AdonAi’s glory wherever God dwells.”
Barukh k’vod Adonai mimkomo.

From where God dwells, may God turn with compassion toward the people  
who twice each day, evening and morning, lovingly proclaim God’s oneness, 
reciting the Sh’ma:

“Hear, O Israel, AdonAi is our God, AdonAi is one.”
Sh’ma yisrael, Adonai eloheinu, Adonai eh|.|ad.

The Holy One is our God, our creator, our sovereign, our redeemer. Yet again, 
God will in mercy proclaim to us before all that lives: “I, AdonAi, am your God.”
Hu eloheinu, hu avinu, hu malkeinu, hu moshi·einu, 
v’hu yashmi·einu b’rah|.|amav sheinit l’einei kol h|.|ai, 
lihyot lakhem leilohim. Ani Adonai eloheikhem.

The following paragraph is omitted on Shabbat H|.|ol Ha-mo•ed:

Majesty, our majesty, AdonAi, our master: how majestic is Your name through-
out the world! AdonAi shall be acknowledged sovereign of all the earth. On that  
day AdonAi shall be one, and the name of God, one.

As the psalmist sang: 
“AdonAi will reign forever; your God, O Zion, from generation to generation. 
Halleluyah!”
Yimlokh Adonai l’olam, elohayikh tziyon l’dor vador, hal’luyah.

From generation to generation we will declare Your greatness, and forever  
sanctify You with words of holiness. Your praise will never leave our lips,  
for You are God and Sovereign, great and holy.
L’dor vador nagid godlekha, u-l’netzah|.| n’tzah|.|im k’dushatkha nakdish, v’shivh|.|akha eloheinu 
mipinu lo yamush l’olam va-ed, ki El melekh gadol v’kadosh atah.

Barukh atah Adonai, the Holy God.

We continue on the next page with the Fourth B’rakhah, “Lovingly, You have bestowed on us.”

The Kedushah is recited only when the Amidah is said aloud 
with the congregation. It is recited while standing.

ֶדׁש ַהַּמְקִּדיִׁשים  יַח ַׂשְרֵפי ֹקֽ סֹוד ִׂשֽ ָך ּכ� ַנְקִּדיׁש� ָך ו� ַנֲעִריצ�
ָאַמר: ָקָרא ֶזה ֶאל ֶזה ו� ָך, ו� ִביֶאֽ ֶדׁש, ַּכָּכתּוב ַעל ַיד נ� ִׁשְמָך ַּבֹּקֽ

ָבאֹות,   ָקדֹוׁש, ָקדֹוׁש, ָקדֹוׁש יהוה צ�
בֹודֹו. ֶרץ ּכ� ֹלא ׇכל־ָהָאֽ  מ�

ָתיו ׁשֹוֲאִלים ֶזה ָלֶזה,  ָׁשר� בֹודֹו ָמֵלא עֹוָלם, מ�  ּכ�
רּו: ֻעָּמָתם ָּברּוְך ֹיאֵמֽ בֹודֹו, ל� קֹום ּכ� ַאֵּיה מ�

קֹומֹו. בֹוד יהוה ִמּמ�  ָּברּוְך ּכ�
ֶרב  מֹו ֶעֽ ַיֲחִדים ׁש� ָיֹחן ַעם ַהמ� ַרֲחִמים, ו� ֶפן ּב� קֹומֹו הּוא ִיֽ ִמּמ�

ִרים: ַמע אֹומ� ַאֲהָבה ׁש� ִים ּב� ׇכל־יֹום ָּתִמיד, ַּפֲעַמֽ ָוֽבֶֹקר ּב�
ינּו, יהוה ֶאָחד. ַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ  ׁש�

נּו,  נּו, הּוא מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ ינּו, הּוא ַמְלֵּכֽ ינּו, הּוא ָאִבֽ  הּוא ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ֵעיֵני ׇּכל־ָחי,  ַרֲחָמיו ֵׁשִנית ל� נּו ּב� הּוא ַיְׁשִמיֵעֽ  ו�

ִלְהיֹות ָלֶכם ֵלאֹלִהים.
 ֲאִני יהוה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם.

The following paragraph is omitted on Shabbat H|.|ol Ha-mo•ed:

נּו יהוה ֲאדֹוֵנֽנּו, ַאִּדיר ַאִּדיֵרֽ
ֶרץ. ָמה ַאִּדיר ִׁשְמָך ְּבׇכל־ָהָאֽ

ֶרץ,  ֶלְך ַעל ׇּכל־ָהָאֽ ֶמֽ ָהָיה יהוה ל�  ו�
ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ִיְהֶיה יהוה ֶאָחד ּוְׁשמֹו ֶאָחד.

ָך ָּכתּוב ֵלאמֹר: ּוְבִדְבֵרי ׇקְדׁש�
לּוָיּה. דֹר ָודֹר, ַהל� ִיְך ִצּיֹון ל� עֹוָלם, ֱאֹלַהֽ  ִיְמֹלְך יהוה ל�

ָך ַנְקִּדיׁש,  ֻדָּׁשת� ָצִחים ק� דֹור ָודֹור ַנִּגיד ׇּגְדֶלָֽך, ּוְלֵנַֽצח נ� ל�
עֹוָלם ָוֶעד,  ינּו ֹלא ָימּוׁש ל� ינּו ִמִּפֽ ִׁשְבֲחָך ֱאֹלֵהֽ  ו�

ָּתה. ָקדֹוש ָאֽ ֶלְך ָּגדֹול ו� ִּכי ֵאל ֶמֽ
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ָהֵאל ַהָּקדֹוׁש.

We continue on the next page with the Fourth B’rakhah, נ�ּת ֽ ה ְבַחְר�ּתָ .ַא�ּתָ
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You have chosen us  
נוּכ ֽ ָ ה ְבַחְרתּכ  The middle .ַאתּכָ
b’rakhah of the Amidah is 
called k’dushat hayom, the 
expression of the holiness 
of the day. The content of 
this b’rakhah is not pre-
scribed in the early rabbinic 
sources. The first part of 
this liturgy centers on the 
gift that the cycle of festi-
vals represents. The second 
part (which begins on the 
next page) recalls elements 
of the ancient celebration 
of these festivals connected 
to Temple worship that 
are no longer able to be 
observed. During the 1st 
millennium, the prayers 
concerning the holiness of 
the day came to be cen-
tered on the Temple and 
its offerings (see above), 
as if the utterance of the 
words substituted for the 
missing sacrifices. The 
loss of a religious center—
where the people and God 
were in direct relation—is 
central to the Jewish idea of 
exile. Its restoration is seen 
as a symbol of ultimate 
redemption.

God’s Holiness: 
An Interpretive
Rendering
Sacred are You, sacred 
Your mystery. Seekers 
of holiness worship You 
all their lives. We praise 
You, God, ultimate sacred 
mystery.

The Celebration
of the Festival: 
An Interpretive
Rendering
Out of all humanity You 
chose us, You loved us, 
You found pleasure in us. 
Out of all peoples, through 
Your law, You uplifted us, 
You consecrated us, You 
drew us near to serve You, 
and You shared with us 
Your great and holy name. 
Lovingly, Adonai Eloheinu, 
You gave us [Shabbatot for 
rest,] festivals for joy, feasts 
and holy days for delight,

this Festival of Matzot, 
season of our liberation,

this Festival of Shavuot, 
season of Matan Torah,

this Festival of Sukkot, 
season of our rejoicing,

this Festival of Sh’mini 
Atzeret, season of our 
rejoicing,

a sacred gathering,  
commemorating our  
exodus from Egypt.

The following paragraph is said only when the entire Amidah is recited silently:

Holy are You and holy is Your name; 
holy ones praise You each day.
Barukh atah Adonai, the Holy God.

Fourth B’rakhah: The Celebration of the Festival
You have chosen us among all peoples, loving us, wanting 
us. You have distinguished us among all nations, making us 
holy through Your commandments, drawing us close to Your 
service, and calling us by Your great and holy name. Lovingly, 
You have bestowed on us, AdonAi our God, [Shabbat for rest,] 
festivals for joy, holidays and occasions to delight in, among 
them this [Shabbat and this]

On Pesah|.|: 
Festival of Matzot, season of our liberation,
On Shavuot: 
Festival of Shavuot, season of the giving of our Torah,
On Sukkot: 
Festival of Sukkot, season of our rejoicing,
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:
Festival of Sh’mini Atzeret, season of our rejoicing, 

[with love,] a sacred day, a symbol of the exodus from Egypt. 

The following paragraph is said only when the entire Amidah is recited silently:

ִׁשְמָך ָקדֹוׁש,   ַאָּתה ָקדֹוׁש ו�
ָלה. ֽלּוָך ֶּסֽ ַהל� ׇכל־יֹום י� ּוְקדֹוִׁשים ּב�
ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ָהֵאל ַהָּקדֹוׁש.

נּו ִמׇּכל־ָהַעִּמים, ַחְרָּתֽ ַאָּתה ב�
נּו, יָת ָּבֽ ָרִצֽ נּו ו� ְבָּת אֹוָתֽ ָאַהֽ

ׁשֹונֹות, נּו ִמׇּכל־ַהּל� רֹוַמְמָּתֽ ו�
יָך, ִמְצֺוֶתֽ נּו ּב� ִקַּדְׁשָּתֽ ו�

ָך, נּו ַלֲעבֹוָדֶתֽ נּו ַמְלֵּכֽ ֵקַרְבָּתֽ ו�
אָת.  ינּו ָקָרֽ ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָעֵלֽ ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ו� ו�

ַאֲהָבה ינּו ּב� נּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַוִּתֶּתן־ָלֽ
ִׂשְמָחה,   ]ַׁשָּבתֹות ִלְמנּוָחה ּו[מֹוֲעִדים ל�

ֶאת־יֹום[ ָׂשׂשֹון, ֶאת־יֹום ]ַהַּׁשָּבת ַהֶּזה ו� ַחִּגים ּוְזַמִּנים ל�
 On Pesah|.|:

נּו,  ַמן ֵחרּוֵתֽ ַחג ַהַּמּצֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
 On Shavuot:

נּו,  ַמן ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרֵתֽ ַחג ַהָּׁשֻבעֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
 On Sukkot:

נּו,  ַמן ִׂשְמָחֵתֽ ַחג ַהֻּסּכֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:

נּו, ַמן ִׂשְמָחֵתֽ ֶרת ַהֶּזה, ז� ִמיִני, ַחג ָהֲעֶצֽ  ַהּׁש�

ִים. ֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרֽ ַאֲהָבה[ ִמְקָרא ֽקֶֹדׁש, ֵזֽ ]ּב�
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The Celebration of the 
Festival: An Interpretive
Rendering (continued)
Tragically, we were exiled 
from our homeland, driven far 
from our roots. No longer can 
we perform our rites as  
in ancient days. The hand  
of history has been heavy 
upon us. Yet we pray, Adonai 
Eloheinu, God of our ances-
tors: show mercy once again 
to us and to Your holy place. 
Rebuild Jerusalem and  
enhance her splendor.
 Avinu Malkeinu, reveal to 
us soon Your triumphant will. 
With all humanity as witness 
make Yourself manifest in our 
midst. Gather our scattered 
people. Forge us into a uni-
versal unity. Lead us to Zion 
with joy, to Jerusalem, Your 
holy city, with endless delight. 
There may we fulfill our duty 
to worship You, recalling the 
ancient pageant of sacrifice.

My Offering
Lord, my God,
I—your little garden—
Bring you the harvest of  

my soil—
My bounty
Ripe or not quite—
All the same your boon.
Accept it, my Lord, benignly
But without fire.
No fire, my God.
It cannot be true that you 

delight
In the smoke of the fat  

offering—
Not true!
And see how humble
The years have made me:
That for each drop of mercy
I am thankful.
Thankful.

—MAlkA Heifetz tUssMAn
(translated by Kathryn Hellerstein;

the original title of this poem is 
“Out Of and Back In”)

נּו,  ְקנּו ֵמַעל ַאְדָמֵתֽ נּו ְוִנְתַרַחֽ ינּו ֵמַאְרֵצֽ ינּו ָּגִלֽ ֵני ֲחָטֵאֽ ּוִמּפ�
ָפֶנֽיָך  ֵלָראֹות ּוְלִהְׁשַּתֲחוֹות ל� כֹוִלים ַלֲעלֹות ו� ְחנּו י� ֵאין ֲאַנֽ ו�

ַהָּקדֹוׁש  ִית ַהָּגדֹול ו� ָך, ַּבַּבֽ ִחיָרֶתֽ ֵבית ּב� ינּו ּב� ַלֲעׂשֹות חֹובֹוֵתֽ ו�
ָך.  ִמְקָּדֶׁשֽ ָחה ּב� ֵני ַהָּיד ֶׁשִּנְׁשַּתּל�  ֶׁשִּנְקָרא ִׁשְמָך ָעָליו, ִמּפ�

ינּו  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל� י�
ֶלְך ַרֲחָמן, ַהֵּמִׁשיב ָּבִנים ִלְגבּוָלם,  ינּו[, ֶמֽ ִאּמֹוֵתֽ  ]ו�

יָך ָהַרִּבים,  ַרֲחֶמֽ ָך ּב� ַעל ִמְקָּדׁש� ינּו ו� ֶׁשָּתׁשּוב ּוְתַרֵחם ָעֵלֽ
בֹודֹו. ֵהָרה ּוְתַגֵּדל ּכ� ִתְבֵנֽהּו מ� ו�

ֵהָרה,  ינּו מ� ָך ָעֵלֽ בֹוד ַמְלכּות� נּו, ַּגֵּלה ּכ� ינּו ַמְלֵּכֽ ָאִבֽ
ֵעיֵני ׇּכל־ָחי,  ינּו ל� ִהָּנֵׂשא ָעֵלֽ הֹוַפע ו� ו�

ינּו ִמֵּבין ַהּגֹוִים,  זּוֵרֽ ָקֵרב ּפ�  ו�
ֶרץ.  ֵתי ָאֽ ינּו ַּכֵּנס ִמַּיְרּכ� ּוְנפּוצֹוֵתֽ

ִרָּנה,  ָך ּב� ִצּיֹון ִעיר� נּו ל� ַוֲהִביֵאֽ
ִׂשְמַחת עֹוָלם,  ָך ּב� ִים ֵּבית ִמְקָּדׁש� ִלירּוָׁשַלֽ ו�

נֹוֵתיֶהם,  ָפֶנֽיָך ֶאת־ׇקְרּב� ינּו[ ל� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו�  ֶׁשָּׁשם ָעׂשּו ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
ִהְלָכָתם.  ִסְדָרם ּומּוָסִפים ּכ� ִמיִדים ּכ� ּת�

ֶאת־מּוַסף יֹום[ ֶאת־מּוַסף יֹום ]ַהַּׁשָּבת ַהֶּזה ו� ו�
The Sephardic rite proceeds to page 351.

 In Ashkenazic practice:
 On Pesah|.|:

ַחג ַהַּמּצֹות ַהֶּזה 
 On Shavuot:

ַחג ַהָּׁשֻבעֹות ַהֶּזה 
 On Sukkot:

ַחג ַהֻּסּכֹות ַהֶּזה 
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:

ֶרת ַהֶּזה ִמיִני, ַחג ָהֲעֶצֽ  ַהּׁש�

צֹוֶנָֽך,  ִמְצַות ר� ַאֲהָבה, ּכ� ָפֶנֽיָך ּב� יבּו ל� ִהְקִרֽ ָעׂשּו ו�
ָך ָּכָאמּור. בֹוֶדֽ ָך, ִמִּפי כ� ֵדי מֶֹׁשה ַעְבֶּדֽ ָך, ַעל י� תֹוָרֶתֽ ַּכָּכתּוב ּב�

On Pesah|.| and Shavuot, continue on the next page.
On Sukkot, continue on page 349.
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah, continue on page 350.

Because of our sins we have been exiled from our land and  
removed from our soil; because of the hand that was set 
against Your sanctuary, we are unable to fulfill our obliga-
tions in the great and holy place that You chose to carry 
Your name. May it be Your will, AdonAi our God and God 
of our ancestors, compassionate sovereign who restores 
their descendants to their land, that, in Your great mercy, 
You may once again return and shower Your compassion on 
us and on Your sanctuary. May You speedily rebuild it and 
renew its glory.

Avinu Malkeinu, speedily manifest the glory of Your domin-
ion to us, reveal Yourself to us, and rule over us in the sight 
of all humanity. Welcome back our dispersed from among 
the nations, and gather those that are scattered to the very 
ends of the earth. 
V’kareiv p’zureinu mi-bein ha-goyim, 
u-n’futzoteinu kaneis mi-yark’tei aretz.

Bring us in joyful chorus to Zion, Your city, to Jerusalem, 
home of Your sanctuary, with everlasting joy, where our 
ancestors once offered to You their regular daily offerings 
and their additional holy day sacrifices, as prescribed. The 
additional sacrifices [of Shabbat and] of the

The Sephardic rite proceeds to page 351.
 In Ashkenazic practice:

On Pesah|.|: 
Festival of Matzot
On Shavuot: 
Festival of Shavuot
On Sukkot: 
Festival of Sukkot
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:
Festival of Sh’mini Atzeret

were offered there in love, as You commanded, as it is writ-
ten in Your Torah by Moses, Your servant, by Your instruc-
tion.

On Pesah|.| and Shavuot, continue on the next page.
On Sukkot, continue on page 349.
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah, continue on page 350.

BECAUSE OF OUR SINS ֵני ְ  וּכִמפּכ
ינוּכ  The Babylonian .ֲחָטֵאֽ
Talmud states that a key 
reason for the fall of the 
Second Temple in Jerusa-
lem was “needless hatred” 
(Yoma 9b). In voicing that 
explanation, the ancient 
rabbis were not excusing or 
forgiving what Rome had 
done. Rather, they were 
arguing that defeat and 
loss offer an opportunity 
for self-examination: What 
ethical failings leave a com-
munity vulnerable? And 
what might we do, from 
our side, to strengthen the 
fabric of our society? In a 
similar vein, later H|.|asidic 
masters taught that when 
one meets evil, one should 
ask how what one sees 
in the “other” reflects 
something within oneself. 
Critically, they asserted that 
each of us has the capacity 
to be a Pharaoh, an op-
pressor, and that through 
introspection we might 
learn about the uncon-
scious forces that lead us to 
behave badly. So here, the 
liturgy does not demand of 
us belief that exile or other 
suffering is inflicted by an 
anthropomorphic God as 
punishment for bad be-
havior. Rather, it challenges 
us to focus our attention 
and energy on that which 
is within our control: 
ourselves. Thus, the recol-
lection of exile becomes a 
moment not of expressing 
anger against oppressors, 
but of reflecting on what 
traits we need to adopt to 
be a “holy people.”

WHO RESTORES THEIR DE-
SCENDANTS TO THEIR LAND 
ָלם ִנים ִלְגבוּכ יב בּכָ ִ �ׁש  Based .ַהמּכֵ
on Jeremiah 31:16.
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On Pesaḥ
The Jewish philosopher 
Eliezer Schweid contrasts 
Pharaoh and Moses. He ar-
gues that Pharaoh stands for 
the human desire for com-
plete mastery. Pharaoh dares 
to think of himself as a god. 
He is enslaved to the idea of 
absolute mastery—mastery 
over his own fate, and mas-
tery over the fate of others. 
Moses is characterized by 
humility; he tells God that he 
is unprepared for the task, 
that he is an inappropriate 
leader, but in the end, he 
accepts the divine command. 
Moses understands that to 
recognize one’s limitations is 
to be free; to be fully human 
is to give up total control and 
to live with faith.

On Shavuot
We celebrate Shavuot as the 
Festival of the Giving of the 
Torah, but nowhere does the 
Bible offer that as the reason 
for this pilgrimage festival. 
Instead, the Torah focuses on 
Shavuot as a harvest festival. 
Deuteronomy, for instance, 
prescribes a liturgy for bring-
ing the first fruits to the 
Temple. Yet, the agricultural 
context may be a wonder-
ful metaphor for Torah. 
Torah emerges from the 
seeds planted in a long-ago 
ancestral history, from the 
period of drought which is 
the experience of slavery and 
from the growth in freedom, 
the nourishment offered by 
God in the desert. The Torah 
is the fruit of that planting 
and the harvest of those 
experiences. The Torah itself 
is the dedicated first fruit, 
but the harvest goes on. 
We continuously labor to 
increase its yield. Our lives 
are sustained by that harvest.
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Some recite the specific Festival sacrifices listed below; 
others continue on page 351. 

on shabbaT
On Shabbat:

On Shabbat: two yearling lambs without blemish, together 
with two-tenths of a measure of choice flour with oil mixed 
in as a meal offering and with the proper libation—a burnt 
offering for every Shabbat, in addition to the daily burnt  
offering and its libation.

on Pesaḥ
On the first two days:

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, there 
shall be a pesaḥ offering to AdonAi. On the fifteenth day of 
that month a festival shall be celebrated, on which matzot 
shall be eaten for seven days. The first day shall be a sacred  
occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. You shall  
offer a burnt sacrifice to AdonAi: two bulls of the herd, one 
ram, and seven yearling lambs, that are without blemish.
On all other days:

You shall offer a burnt sacrifice to AdonAi: two bulls of the 
herd, one ram, and seven yearling lambs, that are without 
blemish. 

On all days we conclude with the following:

Their accompanying grain-offerings and libations shall be as the 
Torah ordained: three-tenths of a measure for the bull, two-
tenths for the ram, one-tenth for the lamb, and a measure of 
wine appropriate for the libation. A goat shall be offered for 
expiation, as well as the two daily customary offerings.

We continue on page 351.

on shavuoT
On the day of the offering of the first fruits, on the Feast of 
Weeks, when you bring a new grain offering to AdonAi, you 
shall observe a sacred occasion; you shall not work at your oc-
cupations. You shall offer a burnt offering of pleasing odor to
AdonAi: two bulls of the herd, one ram, seven yearling lambs.

Their accompanying grain-offerings and libations shall be as the 
Torah ordained: three-tenths of a measure for the bull, two-
tenths for the ram, one-tenth for the lamb, and a measure of 
wine appropriate for the libation. A goat shall be offered for 
expiation, as well as the two daily customary offerings.

We continue on page 351.

Some recite the specific Festival sacrifices listed below; 
others continue on page 351. 

ַׁשָּבת ל�
On Shabbat:

ִמיִמם,  ֵני ָׁשָנה ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ֵני כ� ּוְביֹום ַהַּׁשָּבת, ׁש�
ִנְסּכֹו.  ֶמן ו� לּוָלה ַבֶּׁשֽ  ּוְׁשֵני ֶעְׂשרֹוִנים ֽסֶֹלת ִמְנָחה ּב�

ִנְסָּכּה. ַׁשַּבּתֹו, ַעל ֹעַלת ַהָּתִמיד ו� ֹעַלת ַׁשַּבת ּב�

ַסח ֶּפֽ ל�
On the first two days:

ֶדׁש,  ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר יֹום ַלֹחֽ ֶדׁש ָהִראׁשֹון, ּב�  ּוַבֹחֽ
ֶדׁש ַהֶּזה ָחג,  ַסח ַליהוה. ּוַבֲחִמָּׁשה ָעָׂשר יֹום ַלֹחֽ  ֶּפֽ

ֶדׁש,  ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים ַמּצֹות ֵיָאֵכל. ַּבּיֹום ָהִראׁשֹון ִמְקָרא ֹקֽ
ׇּכל־ְמֶלֽאֶכת ֲעבֹוָדה ֹלא ַתֲעׂשּו. ְוִהְקַרְבֶּתם ִאֶּׁשה ֹעָלה 

ִיל ֶאָחד,  ַאֽ ִים, ו� ַנֽ ֵני ָבָקר ׁש�  ַליהוה, ָּפִרים ּב�
ִמיִמם ִיְהיּו ָלֶכם.            ֵני ָׁשָנה, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ִׁשְבָעה כ� ו�

On all other days:

ִים,  ַנֽ ֵני ָבָקר ׁש� ִהְקַרְבֶּתם ִאֶּׁשה ֹעָלה ַליהוה, ָּפִרים ּב� ו�
ִמיִמם ִיְהיּו ָלֶכם.              ֵני ָׁשָנה, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ִׁשְבָעה כ� ִיל ֶאָחד, ו� ַאֽ ו�

On all days we conclude with the following:

ֹלָׁשה ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ַלָּפר,  ִנְסֵּכיֶהם ִּכְמֻדָּבר: ׁש� ּוִמְנָחָתם ו�
ִנְסּכֹו,  ִין ּכ� ַיֽ ֶבׂש, ו� ִעָּׂשרֹון ַלֶּכֽ ִיל, ו�  ּוְׁשֵני ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ָלָאֽ

ִהְלָכָתם. ִמיִדים ּכ� ַכֵּפר, ּוְׁשֵני ת� ָׂשִעיר ל� ו�
We continue on page 351.

ָׁשֻבעֹות ל�
ַהְקִריְבֶכם ִמְנָחה ֲחָדָׁשה ַליהוה   ּוְביֹום ַהִּבּכּוִרים, ּב�
ָׁשֻבֹעֵתיֶכם, ִמְקָרא ֽקֶֹדׁש ִיְהֶיה ָלֶכם, ׇּכל־ְמֶלֽאֶכת   ּב�

ַח ַליהוה,  יַח ִניֹחֽ ֵרֽ ִהְקַרְבֶּתם עֹוָלה ל� ֲעבֹוָדה ֹלא ַתֲעׂשּו. ו�
ָבִׂשים  ִיל ֶאָחד, ִׁשְבָעה כ� ִים, ַאֽ ַנֽ ֵני ָבָקר ׁש�  ָּפִרים ּב�

ֵני ָׁשָנה. ּב�
ֹלָׁשה ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ַלָּפר,  ִנְסֵּכיֶהם ִּכְמֻדָּבר: ׁש� ּוִמְנָחָתם ו�

ִנְסּכֹו,  ִין ּכ� ַיֽ ֶבׂש, ו� ִעָּׂשרֹון ַלֶּכֽ ִיל, ו�  ּוְׁשֵני ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ָלָאֽ
ִהְלָכָתם. ִמיִדים ּכ� ַכֵּפר, ּוְׁשֵני ת� ָׂשִעיר ל� ו�

We continue on page 351.

On Shabbat. Numbers 
28:9–10. Shabbat maintains 
its pride of place and is 
mentioned first. Similarly, 
in the Torah’s other listing 
of the festivals (Exodus 23 
and 34; Leviticus 23), Shab-
bat is mentioned before 
the injunction to observe 
the festivals. In the same 
vein, the ancient rabbis 
gave priority to Shabbat. 
For example, they ordained 
that on Shabbat seven are 
called to the Torah, but on 
the festivals only five.

pesaḤ SACRIFICES. Num-
bers 28:16–19.

Shavuot sacrifices. 
Numbers 28:26–27.
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Sukkot sacrifices. Be-
cause of the confusion in 
the calendar—those living 
far away from the Land of 
Israel could not be sure on 
which day the festival had 
started—what is observed 
as the second day might 
in fact be only the first day 
of the holiday. Therefore, 
on the second day we 
read of the sacrifice to be 
brought on the first day as 
well as that which was to 
be brought on the second 
day. (The same issue does 
not arise on Pesah|.| since on 
Pesah|.| the same sacrifice is 
brought on each day.)
 The sacrifices for Suk-
kot are listed in Numbers 
29:12–34. The sacrifices are 
double the number of that 
on Pesah|.|. On the first day 
of Sukkot, thirteen bulls, 
two rams, and fourteen 
lambs are brought and 
then each day the number 
diminishes, while on each 
day of Pesah|.| (including 
the first) two bulls, one 
ram, and seven lambs are 
brought. If we think only 
in terms of the sacrifices, 
Sukkot is a much more sig-
nificant holiday than Pesah|.|. 
Biblical scholars hypoth-
esize that Sukkot was part 
of the New Year festival 
in the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel, while Pesah|.| was 
celebrated as the New Year 
festival in the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah.

On Sukkot
A hope is a dream that has 
accepted the discipline 
of becoming a fact. . . . By 
moving into the sukkah for 
a week, Jews demyth ol -
ogize solid walls and 
controllable security. It 
is not a renunciation of 
self-protection but a rec-
ognition of its limits. One 
should accept vulnerabil-
ity and live more deeply, 
rather than build thick 
walls that are intended 
to protect from hurt but 
end up cutting us off from 
life. The sukkah does not 
deny the value of a solid 
home or of human effort; 
fifty-one weeks a year 
Jews are allowed to live in 
homes and are encour-
aged to build up the world 
and increase security and 
well-being. But the sukkah 
teaches that builders of 
homes should be able to 
give them up or move out 
if necessary. Renunciation 
is the secret of mastery. 
“Who loves money will 
never have his fill of 
money” (Ecclesiastes 5:9). 
People become masters 
rather than slaves of their 
achievements when they 
develop the capacity to let 
go of their accomplish-
ments, even if only for the 
moment. 
 The move into the suk-
kah is a movement from 
the certainty of fixed posi-
tions toward the liberating 
insecurity of freedom.

—irving greenberg

on suKKoT
On the first two days:

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, you shall observe a 
sacred occasion: you shall not work at your occupations. Seven 
days you shall observe a festival dedicated to AdonAi. You 
shall present a burnt offering, an offering by fire of pleasing 
odor to AdonAi: thirteen bulls of the herd, two rams, fourteen 
yearling lambs; they shall be unblemished. 

Each sacrificial offering concludes with the following:

Their accompanying grain-offerings and libations shall be as the 
Torah ordained: three-tenths of a measure for the bull, two-
tenths for the ram, one-tenth for the lamb, and a measure 
of wine appropriate for the libation. A goat shall be offered 
for expiation, as well as the two daily customary offerings.

On the first day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

On the second day: twelve bulls of the herd, two rams, four-
teen yearling lambs, without blemish.    
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the third day: eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the second day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

On the third day: eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the fourth day: ten bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the third day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

On the fourth day: ten bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the fifth day: nine bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, 
without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .

ֻסּכֹות ל�
On the first two days:

ִביִעי, ִמְקָרא ֽקֶֹדׁש ִיְהֶיה  ּוַבֲחִמָּׁשה ָעָׂשר יֹום ַלֽחֶֹדׁש ַהּׁש�
ַחֹּגֶתם ַחג ַליהוה  ָלֶכם, ׇּכל־ְמֶלֽאֶכת ֲעבֹוָדה ֹלא ַתֲעׂשּו, ו�

יַח ִניֽחֹוח ַליהוה,  ִהְקַרְבֶּתם עֹוָלה ִאֵּׁשה ֵרֽ ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים. ו�
ֵני  ָבִׂשים ּב� ִים, ּכ� ָנֽ ֹלָׁשה ָעָׂשר, ֵאיִלם ׁש� ֵני ָבָקר ׁש� ָּפִרים ּב�

ִמיִמם ִיְהיּו.  ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת�
Each sacrificial offering concludes with the following:

ֹלָׁשה ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ַלָּפר,  ִנְסֵּכיֶהם ִּכְמֻדָּבר: ׁש� ּוִמְנָחָתם ו�
ִנְסּכֹו,  ִין ּכ� ַיֽ ֶבׂש, ו� ִעָּׂשרֹון ַלֶּכֽ ִיל, ו�  ּוְׁשֵני ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ָלָאֽ

ִהְלָכָתם. ִמיִדים ּכ� ַכֵּפר, ּוְׁשֵני ת� ָׂשִעיר ל� ו�
On the first day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

ִים,  ָנֽ ֵנים ָעָׂשר, ֵאיִלם ׁש� ֵני ָבָקר ׁש� ּוַבּיֹום ַהֵּׁשִני: ָּפִרים ּב�
ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  
ִים,  ָנֽ ִליִׁשי: ָּפִרים ַעְׁשֵּתי ָעָׂשר, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ַבּיֹום ַהּׁש�

ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�
. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  

On the second day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

ִים,  ָנֽ ִליִׁשי: ָּפִרים ַעְׁשֵּתי ָעָׂשר, ֵאיִלם ׁש� ּוַבּיֹום ַהּׁש�
ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  
ִים,  ָנֽ ִביִעי: ָּפִרים ֲעָׂשָרה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ּוַבּיֹום ָהר�

ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�
. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  

On the third day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

ִים,  ָנֽ ִביִעי: ָּפִרים ֲעָׂשָרה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ּוַבּיֹום ָהר�
ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  
ִים,  ָנֽ  ּוַבּיֹום ַהֲחִמיִׁשי: ָּפִרים ִּתְׁשָעה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�

ִמיִמם. ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�
. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  
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Sh’mini Atzeret and 
SimḤat Torah. Numbers 
29:35–36.

On the fourth day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

ִים,  ָנֽ  ּוַבּיֹום ַהֲחִמיִׁשי: ָּפִרים ִּתְׁשָעה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�
ִמיִמם.  ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.
ִים,  ָנֽ מָֹנה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ּוַבּיֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי: ָּפִרים ׁש�
ִמיִמם.  ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.
On Hoshana Rabbah:

ִים,  ָנֽ מָֹנה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ּוַבּיֹום ַהִּׁשִּׁשי: ָּפִרים ׁש�
ִמיִמם.  ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.
ִים,  ָנֽ ִביִעי: ָּפִרים ִׁשְבָעה, ֵאיִלם ׁש�  ּוַבּיֹום ַהּׁש�

ִמיִמם.  ֵני ָׁשָנה ַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּת� ָבִׂשים ּב� ּכ�
. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.

ִׂשְמַחת ּתֹוָרה ֶרת ו� ִלְׁשִמיִני ֲעֶצֽ
ֶרת ִּתְהֶיה ָלֶכם, ׇּכל ְמֶלֽאֶכת ֲעֹבָדה ֹלא  ַּבּיֹום ַהְּׁשִמיִני, ֲעֶצֽ

יַח ִניֽחַֹח ַליהוה, ַּפר ֶאָחד,  ַתֲעׂשּו. ְוִהְקַרְבֶּתם ֹעָלה ִאֵּׁשה ֵרֽ
ֵני ָׁשָנה ִׁשְבָעה, ְּתִמיִמם. ָבִׂשים ּב� ִיל ֶאָחד, ּכ� ַאֽ

. . ּוִמְנָחָתם.  
Each sacrificial offering concludes with the following:

ֹלָׁשה ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ַלָּפר,  ִנְסֵּכיֶהם ִּכְמֻדָּבר: ׁש�  ּוִמְנָחָתם ו�
ִנְסּכֹו,  ִין ּכ� ַיֽ ֶבׂש, ו� ִעָּׂשרֹון ַלֶּכֽ ִיל, ו�  ּוְׁשֵני ֶעְׂשֹרִנים ָלָאֽ

ִהְלָכָתם. ִמיִדים ּכ� ַכֵּפר, ּוְׁשֵני ת� ָׂשִעיר ל� ו�

On the fourth day of H|.|ol Ha-Mo·ed:

On the fifth day: nine bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the sixth day: eight bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .

On Hoshana Rabbah:

On the sixth day: eight bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .
On the seventh day: seven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling 
lambs, without blemish. 
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .

on sh’mini aTzereT and simḥaT Torah:
On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering; you 
shall not work at your occupations. You shall present a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to AdonAi; one 
bull, one ram, seven yearling lambs, without blemish.
 Their accompanying grain-offerings . . .

Each sacrificial offering concludes with the following:

Their accompanying grain-offerings and libations shall be 
as the Torah ordained: three-tenths of a measure for the 
bull, two-tenths for the ram, one-tenth for the lamb, and a 
measure of wine appropriate for the libation. A goat shall 
be offered for expiation, as well as the two daily customary 
offerings.

On Sh’mini Atzeret
This last day of the festival 
contains no symbols. We 
move out of the sukkah, back 
into our homes, and put 
away the lulav and etrog. We 
have one day to contemplate 
the meaning of our journey 
of this past month, which 
began on Rosh Hashanah. 
Refreshed from the panoply 
of ceremony and ritual, we 
will soon enter a time that 
will be ordinary. Now we 
pause to sit and integrate 
all that has gone before, 
reflecting on what we have 
experienced, seeing how 
it is refracted in our lives, 
and deciding what we 
want to take with us as we 
move forward. On Sh’mini 
Atzeret, first we take a deep 
breath and enter inward, 
then we celebrate what we 
have found.
 Sh’mini Atzeret also 
celebrates the completion of 
a cycle of reading the Torah 
and the beginning of a new 
cycle. (Outside the Land 
of Israel, where two days of 
each festival are observed, 
this occurs on Simḥat Torah, 
which is the second day of 
Sh’mini Atzeret.) We leave 
the holiday with a sense of 
joy and completion. And 
now we look forward to 
re-entering ordinary time. 
As we complete the reading of the Torah 
and start it anew, we might recall that the 
last letter of the Torah is a lamed and the 
first letter of the Torah is a bet, spelling the 
Hebrew word lev, “heart.” We can re-enter 
our daily reality with a new heart—a heart 
filled with the discoveries and insights of 
the holiday cycle now completed. 
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On Shabbat we add:
Those who observe Shabbat and call it a delight shall rejoice in Your 
sovereignty. The people who sanctify the seventh day shall all be 
fulfilled and shall delight in Your abundant goodness. You have loved 
the seventh day and sanctified it, calling it the most beloved of days, a 
reminder of the act of creation.

Our God and God of our ancestors, compassionate Sovereign, 
care for us. You  are good, bestowing goodness, seek us out. 
Return to us with Your great kindness for the sake of our 
ancestors who did Your will. Rebuild Your Temple as of old, 
reestablish Your sanctuary upon its foundations—may we  
see it rebuilt—make us joyful in its restoration. Restore the 
kohanim to their service, the Levites to their songs and chants, 
and the people Israel to their homes. And there shall we go 
up, appearing before You, paying homage on pilgrimage  
three times a year, as it is written in Your Torah: “Three  
times a year shall the entire community appear before  
AdonAi your God in the place that God will choose, on  
the festivals of Pesaḥ, Shavuot, and Sukkot. Do not appear 
before AdonAi empty-handed; each person shall bring a  
gift they can afford, in accord with the blessing that AdonAi 
your God has given you.”

AdonAi our God, grant the blessing of Your festivals to us: 
life and peace, joy and delight, as it pleased You to promise 
to bless us. Our God and God of our ancestors, [embrace our 
rest;] make us holy through Your mitzvot and let the Torah be 
our portion. Fill our lives with Your goodness and gladden us 
with Your deliverance. Purify our hearts to serve You truly.
Kad’sheinu b’mitzvotekha v’tein h|.|elkeinu b’toratekha, sabeinu  
mi-tuvekha v’samh|.|einu bishuatekha, v’taher libeinu l’ovd’kha be-emet.

AdonAi our God, [loving and willingly] grant that we inherit 
Your holy [Shabbat and] festivals, that the people Israel, who 
make Your name holy, may rejoice with You. Barukh atah  
Adonai, who makes [Shabbat,] Israel and the festivals holy.

Fifth B’rakhah: The Restoration of Zion
AdonAi our God, embrace Your people Israel and their prayer. 
Restore worship to Your sanctuary. May the prayers of the 
people Israel be lovingly accepted by You, and may our service 
always be pleasing.

On Shabbat we add:

ֶנג,  ֵאי ֹעֽ קֹור� ֵרי ַׁשָּבת ו� ָך ׁשֹומ� ַמְלכּות� חּו ב� ִיְׂשמ�
ָך,   גּו ִמּטּוֶבֽ ִיְתַעּנ� עּו ו� ִביִעי, ֻּכָּלם ִיְׂשּב� ֵׁשי ׁש� ַקּד� ַעם מ�

אָת,  ִקַּדְׁשּתֹו, ֶחְמַּדת ָיִמים אֹותֹו ָקָרֽ יָת ּבֹו ו� ִביִעי ָרִצֽ ַהּׁש� ו�
ֵראִׁשית. ַמֲעֵׂשה ב� ֶכר ל� ֵזֽ

ֶלְך ַרֲחָמן ַרֵחם  ינּו[, ֶמֽ ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ינּו ַּבֲהמֹון  ה ֵאֵלֽ נּו. ׁשּוָבֽ ֶרׁש ָלֽ ינּו, טֹוב ּוֵמִטיב ִהָּדֽ ָעֵלֽ

ָך  ֵנה ֵבית� ִאָּמהֹות[ ֶׁשָעׂשּו ְרצֹוֶנָֽך. ּב� יָך, ִּבְגַלל ָאבֹות ]ו� ַרֲחֶמֽ
ִבְנָינֹו  נּו ּב� ַהְרֵאֽ כֹונֹו, ו� ָך ַעל מ� כֹוֵנן ִמְקָּדׁש� ִחָּלה, ו� ַבּת�  ּכ�

ִׁשיָרם  ָהֵׁשב ֹּכֲהִנים ַלֲעבֹוָדָתם, ּוְלִוִּים ל� ִתּקּונֹו, ו� נּו ּב� ֵחֽ ַׂשּמ� ו�
ֵנָרֶאה  ָׁשם ַנֲעֶלה ו� ָהֵׁשב ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִלְנֵויֶהם. ו� ּוְלִזְמָרם, ו�

ָך:  תֹוָרֶתֽ ינּו, ַּכָּכתּוב ּב� ָגֵלֽ ָׁשֹלׁש ַּפֲעֵמי ר� ָפֶנֽיָך, ּב� ִנְׁשַּתֲחֶוה ל� ו�
ֵני יהוה  ָך ֶאת־ּפ� כּור� ָעִמים ַּבָּׁשָנה ֵיָרֶאה ׇכל־ז� ָׁשֹלׁש ּפ�

ַחג ַהַּמּצֹות, ּוְבַחג ַהָּׁשֻבעֹות,  יָך, ַּבָּמקֹום ֲאֶׁשר ִיְבָחר, ּב� ֱאֹלֶהֽ
ֵני יהוה ֵריָקם. ִאיׁש  ֹלא ֵיָרֶאה ֶאת־ּפ�  ּוְבַחג ַהֻּסּכֹות, ו�

ַתן ָלְך. יָך ֲאֶׁשר ָנֽ ִבְרַּכת יהוה ֱאֹלֶהֽ ַנת ָידֹו, ּכ� ַמּת� ּכ�

יָך, ינּו ֶאת ִּבְרַּכת מֹוֲעֶדֽ נּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַהִּׂשיֵאֽ ו�
ִׂשְמָחה ּוְלָׂשׂשֹון, ַחִּיים ּוְלָׁשלֹום, ל� ל�

נּו. ֵכֽ ָבר� ְרָּת ל� ָאַמֽ יָת ו� ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָרִצֽ
נּו,[ ֵצה ִבְמנּוָחֵתֽ ינּו[, ]ר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ָך, תֹוָרֶתֽ נּו ּב� ֵתן ֶחְלֵקֽ יָך, ו� ִמְצֺוֶתֽ נּו ּב� ֵׁשֽ ַקּד�
ָך, נּו ִּביׁשּוָעֶתֽ ֵחֽ ַׂשּמ� ָך, ו� נּו ִמּטּוֶבֽ ֵעֽ ַׂשּב�

ָך ֶּבֱאֶמת, ׇעְבּד� נּו ל� ַטֵהר ִלֵּבֽ ו�
ַאֲהָבה ּוְבָרצֹון[ ינּו ]ּב� ַהְנִחיֵלֽנּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ו�
ָך, ִׂשְמָחה ּוְבָׂשׂשֹון ]ַׁשָּבת ּו[מֹוֲעֵדי ׇקְדֶׁשֽ ּב�

ָך. ֶמֽ ֵׁשי ׁש� ַקּד� ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל מ� חּו ב� ִיְׂשמ� ו�
ַמִּנים. ַהּז� [ִיְׂשָרֵאל ו� ַקֵּדׁש ]ַהַּׁשָּבת ו� ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, מ�

ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוִבְתִפָּלָתם, ַעּמ� ינּו, ּב� ֵצה, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ר�
ָך,  ָהֵׁשב ֶאת־ָהֲעבֹוָדה ִלְדִביר ֵּביֶתֽ ו�

ָרצֹון, ַקֵּבל ּב� ַאֲהָבה ת� ּוְתִפָּלָתם ּב�
ָך. ָרצֹון ָּתִמיד ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֽ ּוְתִהי ל�

REBUILD YOUR TEMPLE 
ֵנה ֵביְתָך  The rebuilding .בּכְ
of the Temple (here, liter-
ally “Your house” or “Your 
home”) has been viewed 
in a variety of ways. Some 
understand it quite literally 
as the reconstruction of the 
physical Temple that once 
stood in Jerusalem. Jewish 
mystics understood it to 
allude to the completion of 
a heavenly Temple, which 
was a mental rather than a 
physical space—an interior 
“structure” enabling the Di-
vine to dwell within each of 
us. Some contemporaries 
view it as metaphor for the 
transformation of society 
as a whole into a “home” 
compatible with the pres-
ence of God. Indeed, in rab-
binic literature the Temple 
is sometimes referred to 
as beit ha-b’h|.|irah (literally, 
“the house of choosing”), 
based on the references 
to the future Temple in 
Deuteronomy as the place 
where God “will choose 
(yivh|.|ar)” for the divine 
name to dwell (Deuter-
onomy 14:23). Today the 
notion of rebuilding the 
Temple might focus our at-
tention on our own choic-
es, inviting us to be mindful 
that the choices we make 
inevitably shape or build 
our external and internal 
realities. In this view, our 
plea for the rebuilding of 
the Temple becomes a 
prayer that we ourselves 
contribute to creating an 
environment in which the 
Torah’s values can be fully 
embodied, an environment 
hospitable to God.

Three times a year לֹ�ׁש ָ  �ׁש
ָנה ָ ּ�ׁש ָעִמים בּכַ ְ  Deuteronomy .פּכ
16:16–17.

The Celebration of the 
Festival: An Interpre-
tive Rendering  
(continued)
Shower upon us, Adonai 
Eloheinu, the gift of Your 
festivals for life and peace, 
for happiness and joy, as 
You have promised to bless 
us. Sanctify us through 
Your law, give us a share of 
Your truth, fulfill us with 
Your goodness, cheer us 
with Your help. Make our 
hearts worthy to serve You 
truly. May Your holy fes-
tivals be our glad and glori-
ous treasure. Let we who 
worship You find joy today. 
We praise You, God, whose 
holiness illumines Israel 
and the sacred seasons.

The Restoration of 
Zion: An Interpretive 
Rendering 
May our prayers, and those 
of the whole house of  
Israel, be acceptable to  
You as though they were  
offered by the High Priest 
in the holy of holies. Teach 
us wholeness, that our de-
votion to You be filled with 
passion; may our hearts be 
Your sanctuary.
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The Priestly Blessing 
ֲֹהִנים ת �ּכ ְר�ּכַ  In the Land .בּכִ
of Israel the kohanim bless 
the congregation at every 
morning service. Outside 
of the Land of Israel, this 
tradition of the Priestly 
Blessing is restricted to 
the festivals and the High 
Holy Days. A common 
reason given for this is 
that a kohen may not bless 
the congregation when 
experiencing personal 
sadness. Diaspora com-
munities experienced much 
difficulty in their daily lives, 
but the festivals offered an 
opportunity for joy.

You alone shall we 
worship in awe אֹוְתָך ֶ  �ׁש
ִיְרָאה ַנֲעבֹוד ָך בּכְ  This was .ְלַבדּכְ
the standard ending of the 
b’rakhah in the Land of 
Israel in the 1st millennium, 
preserved in this version 
of the b’rakhah, which is 
recited whenever the koha-
nim ascend the bimah to 
bless the congregation.

ever . . . in every gen-
eration . . .ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד 
 Eternity has an  .ְלדֹור ָודֹור
abstract, transcendent ring, 
but the notion of eternality 
expressed here is not out-
side of time—it is formed 
by what is handed from 
one generation to the next.

Each day. . . each moment 
ׇ�ל־ֵעת בּכְ ֶ ׇ�ל־יֹום . . . �ׁש בּכְ ֶ  .�ׁש
God’s presence is some-
times more readily sensed 
at peak moments and on 
special days, like festivals. 
Here, at the end of our 
festival prayer, we are 
reminded that not only 
singular moments but also 
every moment, not only 
special days but also every 
day, are miraculous expres-
sions of the Divine.

When the kohanim are about to bless the congregation during the 
repetition of the Amidah, we recite this paragraph and then continue 
with ִדים .below ,מ�ֹו

יָך  ַרֲחֶמֽ עֹוָלה ּוְכׇקְרָּבן. ָאָּנא ַרחּום, ּב� נּו ּכ� ָפֶנֽיָך ֲעִתיָרֵתֽ ֵתָעֵרב ל� ו�
ִים.  ֶדר ָהֲעבֹוָדה ִלירּוָׁשָלֽ ֵסֽ ָך, ו� ִצּיֹון ִעיֶרֽ ָך ל� ִכיָנת� ָהַרִּבים ָהֵׁשב ׁש�
ִיְרָאה  ָׁשם ַנֲעׇבְדָך ּב� ַרֲחִמים, ו� ִצּיֹון ּב� ָך ל� ׁשּוב� ֶתֱחֶזֽיָנה ֵעיֵנֽינּו ּב�  ו�

 ִּכיֵמי עֹוָלם ּוְכָׁשִנים ַקְדמֹוִנּיֹות. 
ִיְרָאה ַנֲעבֹוד. ָך ּב� ַבּד� ָך ל� ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ֶׁשאֹות�

During the silent Amidah, and when the kohanim do not ascend 
the bimah to bless the congregation, we say:

ַרֲחִמים. ִצּיֹון ּב� ָך ל� ׁשּוב� ֶתֱחֶזֽיָנה ֵעיֵנֽינּו ּב� ו�
ִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהַּמֲחִזיר ׁש�

When the Amidah is recited silently, we read this paragraph.
When the Amidah is chanted aloud, the leader reads this fol-
lowing paragraph as the congregation reads the next passage.

ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי  ְחנּו ָלְך, ָׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ b מֹוִדים ֲאַנֽ
נּו  עֹוָלם ָוֶעד. צּור ַחֵּיֽינּו ָמֵגן ִיְׁשֵעֽ ינּו[ ל� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
ָך, ַעל ַחֵּיֽינּו  ִהָּלֶתֽ ָך ּוְנַסֵּפר ּת� דֹור ָודֹור. נֹוֶדה ּל�  ַאָּתה הּוא ל�
יָך  ַעל ִנֶּסֽ קּודֹות ָלְך, ו� ינּו ַהּפ� ַעל ִנְׁשמֹוֵתֽ ָך ו� ָיֶדֽ סּוִרים ּב� ַהּמ�
ׇכל־ֵעת,  יָך ֶׁשּב� טֹובֹוֶתֽ יָך ו� אֹוֶתֽ ַעל ִנְפל� נּו, ו� ׇכל־יֹום ִעָּמֽ  ֶׁשּב�

יָך,  ִים. ◀ ַהּטֹוב, ִּכי ֹלא ָכֽלּו ַרֲחֶמֽ ָרֽ ׇצהְׇ ֶקר ו� ֶרב ָוֹבֽ ֶעֽ
ינּו ָלְך. יָך ֵמעֹוָלם ִקִּוֽ ּמּו ֲחָסֶדֽ ַרֵחם, ִּכי ֹלא ַתֽ ַהמ� ו�

This paragraph is recited by the congregation when the full Amidah is 
repeated by the leader, by custom remaining seated and bowing slightly.

ינּו   ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ְחנּו ָלְך ָׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ b מֹוִדים ֲאַנֽ
ָרכֹות  ֵראִׁשית. ּב� נּו, יֹוֵצר ּב� ֵרֽ ינּו[, ֱאֹלֵהי ׇכל־ָּבָׂשר, יֹוצ� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ  ]ו�

נּו. ֵּכן  ִקַּיְמָּתֽ נּו ו� ַהָּקדֹוׁש, ַעל ֶׁשֶהֱחִייָתֽ ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ו� הֹוָדאֹות ל� ו�
ָך, ִלְׁשמֹור  ַחְצרֹות ׇקְדֶׁשֽ ינּו ל� ֶתֱאסֹוף ָּגֻלּיֹוֵתֽ נּו, ו� ֵמֽ ַחֵּיֽנּו ּוְתַקּי� ּת�

ְחנּו  ֵלָבב ָׁשֵלם, ַעל ֶׁשֲאַנֽ ָך ּב� צֹוֶנָֽך, ּוְלׇעְבּד� ַלֲעׂשֹות   ר� יָך ו�  ֻחֶּקֽ
מֹוִדים ָלְך. ָּברּוְך ֵאל ַההֹוָדאֹות.

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד. נּו ָּתִמיד ל� ִיְתרֹוַמם ִׁשְמָך ַמְלֵּכֽ ַעל ֻּכָּלם ִיְתָּבַרְך ו� ו�
לּו ֶאת־ִׁשְמָך ֶּבֱאֶמת,  ָלה, ִויַהל� ֹכל ַהַחִּיים יֹוֽדּוָך ֶּסֽ ו�

ָלה.  נּו ֶסֽ ֶעְזָרֵתֽ נּו ו� ׁשּוָעֵתֽ ָהֵאל י�
הֹודֹות.  b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהּטֹוב ִׁשְמָך ּוְלָך ָנֶאה ל�

During the silent Amidah, continue with ל�ֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִׂ� on page 354. 

When the kohanim are about to bless the congregation during the repetition  
of the Amidah, we recite this paragraph and then continue with “We thank You,” below.
May our prayers be pleasing to You, as were the burnt offerings and sacrifices in the holy 
Temple in Jerusalem. We entreat You, Compassionate God, restore Your presence to  
Zion, Your city, and the proper worship to Jerusalem. May our eyes behold Your  
merciful return to Zion so that we may worship there as in days of old. 
Barukh atah Adonai, for You alone shall we worship in awe.

During the silent Amidah, and when the kohanim do not ascend the bimah  
to bless the congregation, we say:

May our eyes behold Your compassionate return to Zion. 
Barukh atah Adonai, who restores Your Divine Presence to Zion.

Sixth B’rakhah: Gratitude for Life and Its Blessings
When the Amidah is recited silently, we read this paragraph.
When the Amidah is chanted aloud, the leader reads this  
following paragraph as the congregation reads the next passage.

a We thank you, for You are ever our God and the God of our ancestors; You 
are the bedrock of our lives, the shield that protects us in every generation. 
We thank You and sing Your praises—for our lives that are in Your hands, for 
our souls that are under Your care, for Your miracles that accompany us each 
day, and for Your wonders and Your gifts that are with us each moment— 
evening, morning, and noon.  ▶ You are the one who is good, whose mercy 
is never-ending; the one who is compassionate, whose love is unceasing. We 
have always placed our hope in You.

This paragraph is recited by the congregation when the full Amidah is repeated by the leader,  
by custom remaining seated and bowing slightly.

a We thank You for the ability to acknowledge You. You are our God and the God of 
our ancestors, the God of all flesh, our creator, and the creator of all. We offer praise 
and blessing to Your holy and great name, for granting us life and for sustaining us. 
May You continue to grant us life and sustenance. Gather our dispersed to Your holy 
courtyards, that we may fulfill Your mitzvot and serve You wholeheartedly, carrying  
out Your will. May God, the source of gratitude, be praised.

For all these blessings may Your name be praised and exalted, our sovereign, 
always and forever.

May all that lives thank You always, and faithfully praise Your name forever,  
God of our deliverance and help. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, Your name is goodness and praise of You is fitting.

During the silent Amidah, we continue with Sim Shalom on page 354. 
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THE PRIESTLY BLESSING 
ֲֹהִנים ת �ּכ ְר�ּכַ  Originally the .בּכִ
Priestly Blessing (Numbers 
6:24–26) was a part of 
the Temple service, but 
nothing restricts it to the 
Temple site. The Mishnah 
(Sotah 7:6) records that it 
was recited outside of the 
Temple, where its mode 
of recitation differed from 
when it was offered in the 
Temple. 
 The leader of the service 
pronounces each word of 
the blessing softly, acting 
as prompter, so that the 
kohanim will not make 
mistakes. The congregation 
answers “Amen” to each 
line of the blessing but the 
leader does not, since it 
might distract him or her 
from the words that are 
to be pronounced. (When 
the Priestly Blessing is 
recited by the prayer leader 
and not the kohanim, the 
congregational response is 
ken y’hi ratzon, “So may it 
be God’s will,” instead of 
Amen.)
 When blessing the 
congregation, the kohanim 
cover their faces with their 
tallitot so that they are not 
seen. Similarly, congregants 
do not look directly at the 
kohanim as they chant the 
blessing. The kohen is a 
transmitter of God’s bless-
ing but not its author. In a 
mark of the sacredness of 
the occasion, the kohanim 
remove their shoes, as 
Moses did at the burning 
bush.

 The kohanim go up to the bimah at the beginning of the concluding b’rakhot of the Amidah and 
stand facing the ark till after they recite the b’rakhah “to bless the people Israel with love.” They 
then turn to face the congregation and offer the Priestly Blessing. Upon conclusion of the bless-
ing, they once again turn to face the ark until the completion of the Amidah. (Reuven Hammer, 
adapted)

YOUR HOLY PEOPLE ָאמוּכר ָך �ּכָ ֽ ֶ .The prophet Isaiah refers to the people Israel this way (43:18) .ַעם ְקדֹו�ׁש
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Seventh B’rakhah: Prayer for Peace
The PriesTly blessing
א
When the leader recites the Priestly Blessing:

Our God and God of our ancestors, with the threefold  
blessing of the Torah written by Moses Your servant, 
recited by Aaron and his descendants, the kohanim,  
bless us, Your holy people:

May AdonAi bless and protect you.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

May AdonAi’s countenance shine upon you 
and may AdonAi bestow kindness upon you.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

May AdonAi’s countenance be lifted toward you 
and may AdonAi grant you peace.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

The leader continues with Sim Shalom at the top of the next page.

ב
When the kohanim recite the Priestly Blessing, the leader says the following:
Our God and God of our ancestors, with the threefold blessing  
written in the Torah by the hand of Moses Your servant, recited by 
Aaron and his descendants, the kohanim, bless us
Congregation: Your holy people.
am k’doshekha ka-amur.

Kohanim:
Barukh atah Adonai, our God, ruler of time and space, who has made us 
holy with the sanctity of Aaron and has instructed us to bless the people 
Israel with love.

The leader recites each word of the blessing softly,  
which the kohanim then repeat aloud. 
May AdonAi bless and protect you. Amen.
May AdonAi’s countenance shine upon you 
 and may AdonAi bestow kindness upon you. Amen.
May AdonAi’s countenance be lifted toward you 
 and may AdonAi grant you peace. Amen.

Congregation:
Majestic on high, dwelling in might: You are peace and Your name is 
peace. May it be Your will to grant us and the entire house of Israel 
blessing and life as guardians of peace.

א
When the leader recites the Priestly Blessing:

ָרָכה  נּו ַּבּב� ֵכֽ ינּו[, ָּבר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך,  ֵדי מֶֹׁשה ַעְבֶּדֽ תּוָבה ַעל י� ֻׁשֶּלֶֽׁשת ַּבּתֹוָרה ַהּכ� ַהמ�

ָך, ָּכָאמּור: דֹוֶׁשֽ ָהֲאמּוָרה ִמִּפי ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו, ֹּכֲהִנים, ַעם ק�
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָך.  ֶרֽ ִיְׁשמ� ָבֶרְכָך יהוה ו� י�
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָיֵאר יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ִויֻחֶּנָּֽך. 
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָך ָׁשלֹום.  ָיֵׂשם ל� ִיָּׂשא יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ו�

The leader continues with ל�ֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִׂ� at the top of the next page.

ב
When the kohanim recite the Priestly Blessing, the leader says the following:

ֻׁשֶּלֶֽׁשת,  ָרָכה ַהמ� נּו ַבּב� ֵכֽ ינּו[, ָּבר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך, ָהֲאמּוָרה  ֵדי מֶֹׁשה ַעְבֶּדֽ תּוָבה ַעל י� ַּבּתֹוָרה ַהּכ�

ִמִּפי ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו, ֹּכֲהִנים 
Congregation:

ָך ָּכָאמּור. דֹוֶׁשֽ ַעם ק�
Kohanim:

נּו ִּבְקֻדָּׁשתֹו ָׁשֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקּד� ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ַאֲהָבה. ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּב� נּו ל� ִצָּוֽ ֶׁשל ַאֲהֹרן, ו�

The leader recites each word of the blessing softly,  
which the kohanim then repeat aloud. 

ָאֵמן. ָך.  ִיְׁשְמֶרֽ ָבֶרְכָך יהוה ו� י�

ָאֵמן. ָיֵאר יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ִויֻחֶּנָּֽך. 

ָאֵמן. ָך ָׁשלֹום.  ָיֵׂשם ל� ִיָּׂשא יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ו�

Congregation:

ִׁשְמָך ָׁשלֹום.   ַאִּדיר ַּבָּמרֹום, ׁשֹוֵכן ִּבְגבּוָרה, ַאָּתה ָׁשלֹום ו�
ָך ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ַעל ׇּכל־ַעּמ� ינּו ו� ִהי ָרצֹון ֶׁשָּתִׂשים ָעֵלֽ  י�

ֶרת ָׁשלֹום. ַחִּיים ּוְבָרָכה ְלִמְׁשֶמֽ

353  מוסף ליום טוב · העבודה במקדש

The Blessing
At the time when the 
Holy One said to Aaron 
and his sons, “In this way 
you shall bless” (Numbers 
6:23), Israel said before 
the Holy One, “Master of 
the Universe, You have 
told the priests to bless us, 
but all we require is Your 
blessing, and to be blessed 
from Your mouth, as it is 
written, ‘Look forth from 
Your holy habitation, from 
heaven’ (Deuteronomy 
26:15).” The Holy One 
said to them, “Although 
I have asked the priests 
to bless you, I shall stand 
with them and bless you 
[as well].” This is why the 
priests spread out their 
hands, as if to say that 
the Holy One is standing 
behind them. Therefore, it 
is written (Song of Songs 
2:9), “gazing through the 
windows”—from between 
the hands of the priests; 
“peering through the lat-
tice”— from between the 
priests’ fingers. 

—nUMbers rAbbAH
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Grant peace to the world, goodness and blessing, grace, love, and 
compassion, for us and for all the people Israel. Bless us, our cre-
ator, united as one with the light of Your presence; by that light, 
AdonAi our God, You have given us a guide to life, the love of 
kindness, generosity, blessing, compassion, life, and peace. May 
it please You to bless Your people Israel at every season and at all 
times with Your gift of peace.
Barukh atah Adonai, who blesses Your people Israel with peace.

The silent Amidah concludes with a personal prayer or one of the following:

א
My God, keep my tongue from evil, my lips from deceit. Help me 
ignore those who would slander me. Let me be humble before 
all. Open my heart to Your Torah, that I may pursue Your mitzvot. 
Frustrate the designs of those who plot evil against me; nullify 
their schemes. Act for the sake of Your name, act for the sake of 
Your triumph, act for the sake of Your holiness, act for the sake of 
Your Torah. Answer my prayer for the deliverance of Your people.

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
acceptable to You, AdonAi, my rock and my redeemer.
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and to 
all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. And we say: Amen.

ב
Sovereign Master of joy in whose presence there is no sadness, 
grant me the capacity to welcome and extend the holiness of this 
festival with joy and delight. Teach me to transform troubled 
times into moments of happiness, for estrangement from You 
grows out of despair. Revive me with the joy of Your deliver-
ance; may Your generous spirit support me. May it be Your will, 
AdonAi my God, to open for me the gates of Torah, the gates of 
wisdom and understanding, the gates of sustenance and life, the 
gates of love and friendship, peace and companionship. 
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and to 
all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. And we say: Amen.
Yihyu l’ratzon imrei fi v’hegyon libi l’fanekha, Adonai tzuri v’go·ali.
Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya∙aseh shalom aleinu  
v’al kol yisrael [v’al kol yosh’vei teiveil], v’imru amen.

When the Amidah is to be repeated aloud, we turn back to page 343. 
At other times, the service continues with Kaddish Shalem on page 203, 
except on Sukkot when Hoshanot may be recited at this point; see page 383.

ַרֲחִמים,  ֶסד ו� ִׂשים ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם טֹוָבה ּוְבָרָכה, ֵחן ָוֶחֽ
ֶאָחד  נּו ּכ� ינּו ֻּכָּלֽ נּו ָאִבֽ ֵכֽ ָך. ָּבר� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֽ ינּו ו� ָעֵלֽ

ינּו,  נּו, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ָּת ָּלֽ אֹור ָּפֶנֽיָך ָנַתֽ אֹור ָּפֶנֽיָך, ִּכי ב�  ּב�
ַרֲחִמים  ֶסד, ּוְצָדָקה ּוְבָרָכה ו� ַאֲהַבת ֶחֽ  ּתֹוַרת ַחִּיים ו�

ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמ� ֵעיֶנֽיָך ל� טֹוב ּב� ָׁשלֹום, ו� ַחִּיים ו� ו�
ָך. ׇכל־ֵעת ּוְבׇכל־ָׁשָעה ִּבְׁשלֹוֶמֽ ּב�

ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּבָּׁשלֹום. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהמ�
The silent Amidah concludes with a personal prayer or one of the following:

א
ַלי  ִלְמַקל� ׁשֹוִני ֵמָרע, ּוְׂשָפַתי ִמַּדֵּבר ִמְרָמה, ו� צֹור ל� ֱאֹלַהי, נ�
ָך,  תֹוָרֶתֽ ַתח ִלִּבי ּב� ַנְפִׁשי ֶּכָעָפר ַלֹּכל ִּתְהֶיה. ּפ� ַנְפִׁשי ִתּדֹם, ו�
ֵהָרה  ִבים ָעַלי ָרָעה, מ� ׇכל־ַהחֹוׁש� יָך ִּתְרּדֹוף ַנְפִׁשי. ו� ּוְבִמְצֺוֶתֽ
ָך, ֲעֵׂשה  ֶמֽ ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ַקְלֵקל ַמֲחַׁשְבָּתם. ֲעֵׂשה ל� ָהֵפר ֲעָצָתם ו�
ָך.  ַען ּתֹוָרֶתֽ ַמֽ ָך, ֲעֵׂשה ל� ֻדָּׁשֶתֽ ַען ק� ַמֽ ִמיֶנָֽך, ֲעֵׂשה ל� ַען י� ַמֽ ל�

ִני. ָך ַוֲעֵנֽ ִמינ� יָעה י� יָך, הֹוִׁשֽ ִדיֶדֽ צּון י� ַען ֵיָחל� ַמֽ ל�
גֹוֲאִלי.  ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה צּוִרי ו� ֶהְגיֹון ִלִּבי ל� ָרצֹון ִאְמֵרי ִפי ו� ִיְהיּו ל�

Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

ינּו   ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו, הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ֵבי ֵתֵבל[, ו� ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוׁש� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ו�

ב
ָפָניו ַעְצבּות, ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם, ֲאדֹון ַהִּׂשְמָחה ֶׁשֵאין ל�
ִׂשְמָחה  ֻדַּׁשת יֹום טֹוב ּב� ַקֵּבל ּוְלַהְמִׁשיְך ָעַלי ק� ִני ל� ַזֵּכֽ
ִׂשְמָחה, ֶׁשַהִהְתַרֲחקּות  ִני ַלֲהפֹוְך ָיגֹון ל� ֵדֽ ֶחְדָוה. ַלּמ�  ו�

ׂשֹון  יָבה ִלי ׂש� ֵדי ָהַעְצבּות. ָהִׁשֽ נּו ַעל י� ָאה ָלֽ ָך ָּבֽ ִמּמ�
ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה  ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל� ִני. י� ֵכֽ ִדיָבה ִּתְסמ� ֽרּוַח נ� ָך, ו� ִיְׁשֶעֽ
ֱאֹלַהי, ֶׁשִּתְפַּתח ִלי ַׁשֲעֵרי תֹוָרה, ַׁשֲעֵרי ׇחְכָמה, ַׁשֲעֵרי 

ֵרעּות.  ַאְחָוה, ָׁשלֹום ו� ַאֲהָבה ו�
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

ינּו   ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו, הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוְׁשֵבי ֵתֵבל[, ו� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ו�

When the Amidah is to be repeated aloud, we turn back to page 343. 
At other times, the service continues with Kaddish Shalem on page 203, 
except on Sukkot when Hoshanot may be recited at this point; see page 383.

Grant peace לֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִ�ׂ. 
Every Jewish prayer service 
ends with a prayer for 
peace. The midrash says 
that peace is one of the 
names of God (Sifrei Num-
bers 42).

My God ֱאלַֹהי. One opinion 
voiced in the Babylonian 
Talmud states that every 
Amidah must be accompa-
nied by a personal prayer 
(Berakhot 29b). The prayer 
that is printed at the top of 
this page is offered by the 
Babylonian Talmud (Bera-
khot 17a) as an example of 
such a personal prayer; it 
is attributed to Mar son of 
Ravina (4th century). The 
alternative prayer printed 
at the bottom of this page 
appears in the Prague 
prayerbook Sha∙arei Tziyon 
(1662); its English rendering 
is by Jules Harlow. Both of 
these concluding prayers 
are distinguished by the use 
of the first-person singular, 
whereas almost all other 
prayers are in the first-
person plural.

May the words ִיְהיוּכ ְלָרצֹון. 
Psalm 19:15.

Peace
True peace is not a 
simple yielding, giving 
in, or giving up, but 
true peace comes after 
prolonged struggle; 
such a peace is lasting.

—MenAḤeM Mendel
of kotzk

Prayer for Peace: 
An Interpretive 
Rendering 
O God from whom all
peace flows, grant 
serenity to Your people 
with love and mercy, 
life and goodness for 
all. Shelter us with 
kindness, bless us with 
tranquility at all times 
and all seasons. We 
praise You, God, whose 
blessing is peace.

A Personal Prayer 
May my tongue be inno-
cent of malice and my 
lips free from lies. When 
confronted by enemies 
may my soul stay calm, 
truly humble to all. 
Open my heart with 
Your teachings, that I 
may be guided by You. 
May all who plan evil 
against me abandon 
their schemes. Hear 
my words and help me, 
God, because You are 
loving, because You 
reveal Your Torah. May 
You find delight in the 
words of my mouth and
in the emotions of my 
heart, God, my strength 
and my salvation.  
 As You maintain har-
mony in the heavens, 
give peace to us and 
to the whole Jewish 
people. Amen.
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Our Ancestors:
An Interpretive 
Rendering
My God,
help me to reach into my 

soul,
help me to find the words,
the words to accompany 

me in a life
conscious of Your  

presence.

Our ancestors found their 
strength in faithfulness 
to You;

facing the mystery of their 
lives,

they found You speaking 
through them.

As You walked with them,
walk with us,
walk with our children,
and our children’s  

children.
—All the interpretive renderings 

of Musaf are by 
André UngAr,

and are adapted for this siddur

A transliteration of the opening b’rakhot of the Amidah may 
be found on page 466. 

On the first day of Pesah|.|, the prayer for dew is recited (page 374).
On Sh’mini Atzeret, the prayer for rain is recited (page 374).
Many congregations recite these prayers following the recitation  
of the silent Amidah. 

The sign a indicates the places to bow. The Amidah concludes on page 373.

[Leader: As I proclaim the name AdonAi, give glory to our God.]
AdonAi, open my lips that my mouth may speak Your praise.

A transliteration of the opening b’rakhot of the Amidah may 
be found on page 466. 

On the first day of Pesah|.|, the prayer for dew is recited (page 374).
On Sh’mini Atzeret, the prayer for rain is recited (page 374).
Many congregations recite these prayers following the recitation  
of the silent Amidah. 

The sign b indicates the places to bow. The Amidah concludes on page 373.

]Leader: .ינּו ֶדל ֵלאֹלֵהֽ ]ִּכי ֵׁשם יהוה ֶאְקָרא, ָהבּו ֹגֽ
ָך. ִהָּלֶתֽ ָפַתי ִּתְפָּתח, ּוִפי ַיִּגיד ּת� ֲאדָֹני ׂש�

AMIDAH. The festival is 
celebrated by the addition 
of an extra Amidah, called 
musaf, literally meaning 
“addition.” As with every 
Amidah, it consists of three 
introductory and three 
closing b’rakhot, but it is 
distinguished by its middle 
blessing, which centers on 
the concerns of the day. 
One opinion found in the 
Talmud of the Land of 
Israel (Berakhot 4:6) directs 
that Musaf include new 
prayers—that is, thoughts 
and ideas not expressed 
in Shah|.|arit. Rabbi Yose 
(late 3rd century, Babylo-
nia) then indicates that 
mentioning the special 
sacrifices of the day fulfills 
this injunction; the text 
of the received Musaf 
(pages 343–354 above) 
follows that opinion. 
Many, though, may wish 
to expand the expression 
of something “new” and 
so we have included here 
a version of Musaf that 
expresses the themes of the 
festival in piyyut.

As I proclaim ם ֵ י �ׁש -Deu .�ּכִ
teronomy 32:3. This is the 
leader’s call to the congre-
gation, signalling that the 

Amidah is about to be recited aloud and that they should 
respond by acknowledging God’s name, answering barukh 
hu u-varukh sh’mo, “blessed be God and blessed be God’s 
name,” when the name of God is mentioned in a blessing.

Adonai, open my lips ח ְפתּכָ ָפַתי תּכִ .Psalm 51:17 .ֲאדָֹני ׂ�ְ

our ancestors. The festival may poignantly remind us of 
times spent with family, and we might have those memo-
ries especially in mind as we recite this blessing. Because 
the festival can be so evocative of family and friends, 
Yizkor, the memorial service for those who were close to 
us and influenced us but who are now gone, is recited on 
the concluding day of the festival.

 Musaf for Festivals: Poetic Offeringsתפילת מוסף ליום טוב: החגים בפיוט

 With Patriarchs:

 & ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו,  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם, ֱאֹלֵהי 
ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, ָהֵאל 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, טֹוִבים, ו�
זֹוֵכר ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות,  ו�

ֵניֶהם  ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�
ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�

יַע ּוָמֵגן.  ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּומֹוִׁשֽ ֶמֽ
 b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

& ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ינּו[, ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם,  ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ]ו�
ֱאֹלֵהי ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָׂשָרה, ֱאֹלֵהי ִרְבָקה, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָרֵחל, ֵואֹלֵהי ֵלָאה, 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ָהֵאל ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

זֹוֵכר  קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, ו� טֹוִבים, ו�
ִאָּמהֹות[,   ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות ]ו�
ֵניֶהם   ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�

ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�
ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּופֹוֵקד  ֶמֽ

יַע ּוָמֵגן. ּומֹוִׁשֽ
b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם ּופֹוֵקד ָׂשָרה.

First B’rakhah: Our Ancestors
With Patriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our  
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and saves  
and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
God of Sarah, God of
 Rebecca, God of Rachel,
 and God of Leah,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and guards,  
saves and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham and 
Guardian of Sarah.
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God’s Saving Care:
An Interpretive 
Rendering
Teach us to care
as You care;
let us be healers and so 

find healing,
as You once blessed us 

with liberation, let us be 
messengers of freedom 
for others,

and let us care for the  
living, as You care even 
for the dead.

great is Your sav-
ing power יַע ֽ ִ  .ַרב ְלהֹו�ׁש
Throughout the Bible and 
equally throughout the 
liturgy, God’s saving power 
is quintessentially exempli-
fied in the exodus from 
Egypt. That slaves could be 
freed from the mightiest 
empire of its time was a 
demonstration of the mi-
raculous. Throughout time, 
the exodus has served as a 
paradigm for overcoming 
oppressive human mastery. 
In a metaphorical sense, 
slavery is death—the death 
of individual will—and 
overcoming the shackles of 
slavery is seen as giving life 
to the dead.

עֹוָלם ֲאדָֹני,  ַאָּתה ִּגּבֹור ל�
ַחֵּיה ֵמִתים ַאָּתה,  מ�

יַע. הֹוִׁשֽ ַרב ל�
On Sh’mini Atzeret, after the announcement
for seasonal rain, and on Simh|.|at Torah, we add:

 ַמִּׁשיב ָהֽרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהָּגֶֽׁשם,  

]On all other festivals, some add:  ,מֹוִריד ַהָּטל[ 

ֶסד,  ֶחֽ ַכְלֵּכל ַחִּיים ּב� מ�
ַרֲחִמים ַרִּבים,  ַחֵּיה ֵמִתים ּב� מ�

רֹוֵפא חֹוִלים, ּוַמִּתיר ֲאסּוִרים,  ִלים, ו�  סֹוֵמְך נֹופ�
ּוְמַקֵּים ֱאמּוָנתֹו ִליֵׁשֵני ָעָפר. 

בּורֹות ּוִמי ּֽדֹוֶמה ָּלְך,  ַעל ּג� ִמי ָכֽמֹוָך ַּבֽ
ׁשּוָעה.  יַח י� ֶלְך ֵמִמית ּוְמַחֶּיה ּוַמְצִמֽ ֶמֽ

ַהֲחיֹות ֵמִתים.  ֶנֱאָמן ַאָּתה ל�  ו�
ַחֵּיה ַהֵּמִתים. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, מ�

When the Amidah is recited silently, continue on page 358 with ׁש� ה ָקד�ֹו .ַא�ּתָ

Second B’rakhah: God’s Saving Care
You are ever mighty, AdonAi— 
You give life to the dead—
great is Your saving power:

On Sh’mini Atzeret, after the announcement 
for seasonal rain, and on Simh|.|at Torah, we add:
You cause the wind to blow and the rain to fall,
[On all other festivals, some add: You cause the dew to fall,]

You sustain the living through kindness and love, 
and with great mercy give life to the dead, 
You support the falling, heal the sick,
loosen the chains of the bound, 
and keep faith with those who sleep in the dust. 
Who is like You, Almighty,
and who can be compared to You?  
The sovereign who brings death and life
and causes redemption to flourish.
M’khalkel h|.|ayim b’h|.|esed,
m’h|.|ayeih meitim b’rah|.|amim rabim,
somekh noflim v’rofei h|.|olim u-matir asurim,
u-m’kayem emunato lisheinei afar.
Mi khamokha ba·al g’vurot umi domeh lakh,
melekh meimit u-m’h|.|ayeh u-matzmiah|.| y’shuah.

You are faithful in bringing life to the dead.
Barukh atah Adonai, who gives life to the dead.

When the Amidah is recited silently, continue on page 358 with “Holy are You.”
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Third B’rakhah: God’s Holiness
The Kedushah
The Kedushah is recited only when the Amidah is said aloud 
with the congregation. It is recited while standing.

We revere and sanctify You on earth as Your name is sanctified in heaven,  
as Your prophet Isaiah described: Each cried out to the other: 

“Holy, holy, holy is Adonai Tz’va·ot, the whole world is filled with God’s glory!”
Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh Adonai Tz’va∙ot, m’lo khol ha-aretz k’vodo.

God’s glory fills the universe. One angelic chorus asks, “Where is the place  
of God’s glory?” Another responds: 

“Praised is AdonAi’s glory wherever God dwells.”
Barukh k’vod Adonai mimkomo.

From where God dwells, may God turn with compassion toward the people  
who twice each day, evening and morning, lovingly proclaim God’s oneness, 
reciting the Sh’ma:

“Hear, O Israel, AdonAi is our God, AdonAi is one.”
Sh’ma yisrael, Adonai eloheinu, Adonai eh|.|ad.

The Holy One is our God, our creator, our sovereign, our redeemer. Yet again, 
God will in mercy proclaim to us before all that lives: “I, AdonAi, am your God.”
Hu eloheinu, hu avinu, hu malkeinu, hu moshi·einu, 
v’hu yashmi·einu b’rah|.|amav sheinit l’einei kol h|.|ai, 
lihyot lakhem leilohim. Ani Adonai eloheikhem.

The following paragraph is omitted on Shabbat H|.|ol Ha-mo•ed:

Majesty, our majesty, AdonAi, our master: how majestic is Your name through-
out the world! AdonAi shall be acknowledged sovereign of all the earth. On that  
day AdonAi shall be one, and the name of God, one.

As the psalmist sang: 
“AdonAi will reign forever; your God, O Zion, from generation to generation. 
Halleluyah!”
Yimlokh Adonai l’olam, elohayikh tziyon l’dor vador, hal’luyah.

From generation to generation we will declare Your greatness, and forever  
sanctify You with words of holiness. Your praise will never leave our lips,  
for You are God and Sovereign, great and holy.
L’dor vador nagid godlekha, u-l’netzah|.| n’tzah|.|im k’dushatkha nakdish, v’shivh|.|akha eloheinu 
mipinu lo yamush l’olam va-ed, ki El melekh gadol v’kadosh atah.

Barukh atah Adonai, the Holy God.

We continue on the next page with the Fourth B’rakhah, “Lovingly, You have bestowed on us.”

The Kedushah is recited only when the Amidah is said aloud  
with the congregation. It is recited while standing.

ֶדׁש ַהַּמְקִּדיִׁשים  יַח ַׂשְרֵפי ֹקֽ סֹוד ִׂשֽ ָך ּכ� ַנְקִּדיׁש� ָך ו� ַנֲעִריצ�
ָאַמר: ָקָרא ֶזה ֶאל ֶזה ו� ָך, ו� ִביֶאֽ ֶדׁש, ַּכָּכתּוב ַעל ַיד נ� ִׁשְמָך ַּבֹּקֽ

ָבאֹות,   ָקדֹוׁש, ָקדֹוׁש, ָקדֹוׁש יהוה צ�
בֹודֹו. ֶרץ ּכ� ֹלא ׇכל־ָהָאֽ  מ�

ָתיו ׁשֹוֲאִלים ֶזה ָלֶזה,  ָׁשר� בֹודֹו ָמֵלא עֹוָלם, מ�  ּכ�
רּו: ֻעָּמָתם ָּברּוְך ֹיאֵמֽ בֹודֹו, ל� קֹום ּכ� ַאֵּיה מ�

קֹומֹו. בֹוד יהוה ִמּמ�  ָּברּוְך ּכ�
ֶרב  מֹו ֶעֽ ַיֲחִדים ׁש� ָיֹחן ַעם ַהמ� ַרֲחִמים, ו� ֶפן ּב� קֹומֹו הּוא ִיֽ ִמּמ�

ִרים: ַמע אֹומ� ַאֲהָבה ׁש� ִים ּב� ׇכל־יֹום ָּתִמיד, ַּפֲעַמֽ ָוֽבֶֹקר ּב�
ינּו, יהוה ֶאָחד. ַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ  ׁש�

נּו,  נּו, הּוא מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ ינּו, הּוא ַמְלֵּכֽ ינּו, הּוא ָאִבֽ  הּוא ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ֵעיֵני ׇּכל־ָחי,  ַרֲחָמיו ֵׁשִנית ל� נּו ּב� הּוא ַיְׁשִמיֵעֽ  ו�

ִלְהיֹות ָלֶכם ֵלאֹלִהים.
 ֲאִני יהוה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם.

The following paragraph is omitted on Shabbat H|.|ol Ha-mo•ed:

נּו יהוה ֲאדֹוֵנֽנּו, ַאִּדיר ַאִּדיֵרֽ
ֶרץ. ָמה ַאִּדיר ִׁשְמָך ְּבׇכל־ָהָאֽ

ֶרץ,  ֶלְך ַעל ׇּכל־ָהָאֽ ֶמֽ ָהָיה יהוה ל�  ו�
ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ִיְהֶיה יהוה ֶאָחד ּוְׁשמֹו ֶאָחד.

ָך ָּכתּוב ֵלאמֹר: ּוְבִדְבֵרי ׇקְדׁש�
לּוָיּה. דֹר ָודֹר, ַהל� ִיְך ִצּיֹון ל� עֹוָלם, ֱאֹלַהֽ  ִיְמֹלְך יהוה ל�

ָך ַנְקִּדיׁש,  ֻדָּׁשת� ָצִחים ק� דֹור ָודֹור ַנִּגיד ׇּגְדֶלָֽך, ּוְלֵנַֽצח נ� ל�
עֹוָלם ָוֶעד,  ינּו ֹלא ָימּוׁש ל� ינּו ִמִּפֽ ִׁשְבֲחָך ֱאֹלֵהֽ  ו�

ָּתה. ָקדֹוש ָאֽ ֶלְך ָּגדֹול ו� ִּכי ֵאל ֶמֽ
 ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ָהֵאל ַהָּקדֹוׁש.

We continue on the next page with the Fourth B’rakhah, נ�ּת ֽ ה ְבַחְר�ּתָ .ַא�ּתָ

THE KEDUSHAH. In reciting 
the Kedushah, the angels’ 
song, we too become an 
angelic chorus. It is as if, in 
this moment, heaven and 
earth have become as one. 
Therefore, the tradition 
recommends that we stand 
with feet together while 
reciting the Kedushah—in 
imitation of angels (Ezekiel 
1:7).
 The Kedushah of Musaf 
includes prophetic visions 
of the angelic chorus, as 
found in Isaiah 6:3 and 
Ezekiel 3:12; the people 
Israel’s declaration of 
faith as articulated in the 
Sh'ma, Deuteronomy 6:4; 
and expressions of God’s 
sovereignty, taken from 
Numbers 15:41, Zechariah 
14:9, and Psalm 146:10.

Each Cried Out to the 
Other ְוָקָרא ֶזה ֶאל ֶזה. The 
Hebrew kara, “cried” or 
“called,” evokes one of the 
Torah’s names for the three 
festivals: mikra∙ei kodesh, 
days that are “called holy,” 
which might be translated 
as “days when we are called 
to holiness.” We might 
think of these days as 
divine messengers, sum-
moning us to gather, calling 
us to aspire to a greater 
level of holiness. Reciting 
the Kedushah together at 
this moment of the festival 
service is our response to 
their call.

yet Again ִנית ֵ  ,Literally .�ׁש
“a second time.” The first 
time was the exodus from 
Egypt. The biblical story of 
the liberation from Egypt, 
the revelation at Sinai, and 

the march through the desert is a template for our own existence, as 
we struggle to achieve our own freedom and our revelation. It is also 
a pre-figuration of the time of redemption, a time of freedom for all, 
and a time when justice and truth will reign throughout existence.
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You have chosen us  
נוּכ ֽ ָ ה ְבַחְרתּכ  The middle .ַאתּכָ
b’rakhah of the Amidah 
is called k’dushat hayom, 
the expression of the 
holiness of the day. The 
content of this b’rakhah is 
not prescribed in the early 
rabbinic sources. The first 
part of this liturgy centers 
on the gift that the cycle 
of festivals represents. The 
second part begins with 
themes appropriate to each 
of the individual festivals, 
and ends with visions of the 
ultimate redemption. 

Do not appear ְולֹא ֵיָרֶאה. 
Deuteronomy 16:16–17.

The following paragraph is said only when the entire Amidah is recited silently:

Holy are You and holy is Your name; 
holy ones praise You each day.
Barukh atah Adonai, the Holy God.

Fourth B’rakhah: The Celebration of the Festival
You have chosen us among all peoples, loving us, wanting 
us. You have distinguished us among all nations, making us 
holy through Your commandments, drawing us close to Your 
service, and calling us by Your great and holy name. Lovingly, 
You have bestowed on us, AdonAi our God, [Shabbat for rest,] 
festivals for joy, holidays and occasions to delight in, among 
them this [Shabbat and this]

On Pesah|.|: 
Festival of Matzot, season of our liberation,
On Shavuot: 
Festival of Shavuot, season of the giving of our Torah,
On Sukkot: 
Festival of Sukkot, season of our rejoicing,
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:
Festival of Sh’mini Atzeret, season of our rejoicing, 

[with love,] a sacred day, a symbol of the exodus from Egypt. 

Our God and God of our ancestors, may You be pleased with 
the gifts of our hearts, the words on our lips, our songs and 
our meditations; may You lovingly accept them as proper 
offerings. May they fulfill Your commandment to us in Your 
Torah: “Do not appear before Me empty-handed, but each 
person offer up a gift according to the blessings that AdonAi 
your God has bestowed on you.”

The following paragraph is said only when the entire Amidah is recited silently:

ִׁשְמָך ָקדֹוׁש,   ַאָּתה ָקדֹוׁש ו�
ָלה. ֽלּוָך ֶּסֽ ַהל� ׇכל־יֹום י� ּוְקדֹוִׁשים ּב�
ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ָהֵאל ַהָּקדֹוׁש.

נּו ִמׇּכל־ָהַעִּמים, ַחְרָּתֽ ַאָּתה ב�
נּו, יָת ָּבֽ ָרִצֽ נּו ו� ְבָּת אֹוָתֽ ָאַהֽ

ׁשֹונֹות, נּו ִמׇּכל־ַהּל� רֹוַמְמָּתֽ ו�
יָך, ִמְצֺוֶתֽ נּו ּב� ִקַּדְׁשָּתֽ ו�

ָך, נּו ַלֲעבֹוָדֶתֽ נּו ַמְלֵּכֽ ֵקַרְבָּתֽ ו�
אָת.  ינּו ָקָרֽ ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָעֵלֽ ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ו� ו�

ַאֲהָבה ינּו ּב� נּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַוִּתֶּתן־ָלֽ
ִׂשְמָחה,   ]ַׁשָּבתֹות ִלְמנּוָחה ּו[מֹוֲעִדים ל�

ֶאת־יֹום[ ָׂשׂשֹון, ֶאת־יֹום ]ַהַּׁשָּבת ַהֶּזה ו� ַחִּגים ּוְזַמִּנים ל�
 On Pesah|.|:

נּו,  ַמן ֵחרּוֵתֽ ַחג ַהַּמּצֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
 On Shavuot:

נּו,  ַמן ַמַּתן ּתֹוָרֵתֽ ַחג ַהָּׁשֻבעֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
 On Sukkot:

נּו,  ַמן ִׂשְמָחֵתֽ ַחג ַהֻּסּכֹות ַהֶּזה, ז�
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah:

נּו, ַמן ִׂשְמָחֵתֽ ֶרת ַהֶּזה, ז� ִמיִני, ַחג ָהֲעֶצֽ  ַהּׁש�

ִים. ֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרֽ ַאֲהָבה[ ִמְקָרא ֽקֶֹדׁש, ֵזֽ ]ּב�

ינּו[, ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ֶאֹלֵהינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
נּו, ַנת ִלֵּבֽ ַרֲחִמים ּוְבָרצֹון ֶאת־ַמּת� ַקֵּבל ּב�

נּו, ַלֲחֵׁשֽ נּו ו� ינּו, ִׁשיֵרֽ יַח ִׂשְפּתֹוֵתֽ ֶאת־ִׂשֽ
ָפֶנֽיָך, ׇקְרָּבן ָרצּוי ל� ּכ�

ָך: תֹוָרֶתֽ ינּו ּב� ְבָּת ָעֵלֽ מֹו ֶׁשָּכַתֽ ּכ�
ַנת ָידֹו  ַמּת� ֵני יהוה ֵריָקם, ִאיׁש ּכ� ֹלא ֵיָרֶאה ֶאת־ּפ�  ו�

יָך ֲאֶׁשר ָנַתן ָלְך. ִבְרַּכת יהוה ֱאֹלֶהֽ ּכ�

God’s Holiness: 
An Interpretive
Rendering
Sacred are You, sacred 
Your mystery. Seekers 
of holiness worship You 
all their lives. We praise 
You, God, ultimate sacred 
mystery.

The Celebration
of the Festival: 
An Interpretive
Rendering
Out of all humanity You 
chose us, You loved us, 
You found pleasure in us. 
Out of all peoples, through 
Your law, You uplifted us, 
You consecrated us, You 
drew us near to serve You, 
and You shared with us 
Your great and holy name. 
Lovingly, Adonai Eloheinu, 
You gave us [Shabbatot for 
rest,] festivals for joy, feasts 
and holy days for delight,

this Festival of Matzot, 
season of our liberation,

this Festival of Shavuot, 
season of Matan Torah,

this Festival of Sukkot, 
season of our rejoicing,

this Festival of Sh’mini 
Atzeret, season of our 
rejoicing,

a sacred gathering,  
commemorating our  
exodus from Egypt.
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Yah anah emtza∙akha 
(“Where can I find you, 
Adonai”), was written by 
Yehudah Halevi (1075–1141, 
Spain) and the first letters 
of each stanza—includ-
ing the acrostic—spell 
out Yehudah. The poem 
captures the ability of reli-
gious language to contain 
within itself theological 
tensions. God is both pres-
ent to us and beyond our 
understanding. Our souls 
are a part of God, yet God 
is other than us. Halevi rel-
ishes these paradoxes and 
understands them to be 
critical to our religious life. 

ֶנֱעָלם. ָך ַנֲעֶלה ו� קֹומ� ָנה ֶאְמָצֲאָך?   מ� ָיּה ָאֽ
ָך ָמֵלא עֹוָלם. בֹוד� ָנה ֹלא ֶאְמָצֲאָך?   ּכ� ָאֽ ו�

ֶרץ ֵהִקים, ָרִבים   ַאְפֵסי ֶאֽ ַהִּנְמָצא ַבּק�
חֹוִקים, רֹוִבים   ַהִּמְבָטח ָלר� ַהִּמְׂשָּגב ַלּק�

ָחִקים. רּוִבים,   ַאָּתה ׁשֹוֵכן ׁש� ַאָּתה יֹוֵׁשב ּכ�
ַאְּת ַעל ֹראׁש ֵמֲהָלָלם.    ִּתְתַהֵּלל ִּבְצָבֲאָך,   ו�

   ַּגְלָּגל ֹלא ִיָּׂשֲאָך,   ַאף ִּכי ֶחְדֵרי אּוָלם.

ָרם, ֲאָך ֲעֵליֶהם   ַעל ֵּכס ִנָּׂשא ו� ּוְבִהַּנּׂש�
ָׂשָרם. ַאָּתה ָקרֹוב ֲאֵליֶהם   ֵמרּוָחם ּוִמּב�
ָרם. ָך יֹוצ� ִּפיֶהם ָיִעיד ָּבֶהם   ִּכי ֵאין ִּבְלּת�

ָך ֻעָּלם. ַעל ַמְלכּות�    ִמי ֶזה ֹלא ִייָרֲאָך? — ו�
ַאָּתה נֹוֵתן ׇאְכָלם.    אֹו ִמי ֹלא ִיְקָרֲאָך? — ו�

יָך, ָראִתֽ ׇכל־ִלִּבי ק� ָך,   ּב� ְׁשִּתי ִקְרָבת� ָּדַרֽ
יָך, ָצאִתֽ ָך,   ִלְקָראִתי מ� ּוְבֵצאִתי ִלְקָראת�

יָך. ֶדׁש ֲחִזיִתֽ ָך   ַּבֹּקֽ בּוָרת� ּוְבִפְלֵאי ג�
ֵחיָלם ִים ו�    ִמי ֹיאַמר ֹלא ָרֲאָך?   ֵהן ָׁשַמֽ

ִלי ִנְׁשַמע קֹוָלם. ידּו מֹוָרֲאָך,   ּב�    ַיִּגֽ

ַהֻאְמָנם ִּכי ֵיֵׁשב   ֱאֹלִהים ֶאת־ָהָאָדם?
סֹוָדם? ּוַמה ַּיְחֹׁשב ׇּכל־חֹוֵׁשב   ֲאֶׁשר ֶּבָעָפר י�

ִהּלֹוָתם ּוְכבֹוָדם. ַאָּתה ָקדֹוׁש יֹוֵׁשב   ּת� ו�
רּום עֹוָלם. דֹות ּב�    ַחּיֹות יֹודּו ִפְלֲאָך   ָהעֹומ�
ַאָּתה נֹוֵׂשא ֻכָּלם.    ַעל ָראֵׁשיֶהם ִּכְסֲאָך,   ו�

On Pesah|.|, continue on page 360, 361, 0r 362.
On Shavuot, continue on page 363 or 365.
On Sukkot, continue on page 366 or 367.
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah, continue on page 368.

inTroducTory hymn
Where can I find You, AdonAi?—
Your place is high and hidden.
But where would I not find You?—
Your glory fills the world!
Yah ana emtza∙akha? M’kom’kha na∙aleh v’ne∙elam.
V'ana lo emtza∙akha? K’vod’kha malei olam.

You created the world’s expanse, yet dwell in the human heart.
You are the stronghold of the distant and the redoubt of those 
 close by.
You are enthroned in the Temple, but dwell in the heavens.

Praised by Your hosts, though far above praise,
the heavens can not contain You, yet hallowed halls do.

As You ascend above human beings to Your throne on high,
You are closer than their own bodies and breath.
And their speech testifies: none but You made them.

Who may not be awed by You? Your dominion is their yoke.
Yet who might call to You, and You not provide?

I longed to be near You, I called You sincerely,
went out to seek You, and found You seeking me!
I saw Your wondrous creation as Your temple.

So can anyone say: I have not seen You?—
For the stars and the heavens
resound with Your glory, though no voice is heard.

Yet, can God dwell within human beings?
And how can thinkers formed from dust imagine You?
But You, Holy One, are enthroned on their praises!

The angels above us at the edges of the universe
acknowledge Your wonders. Your throne is higher still.
And You uphold them all.

On Pesah|.|, continue on page 360, 361, 0r 362.
On Shavuot, continue on page 363 or 365.
On Sukkot, continue on page 366 or 367.
On Sh’mini Atzeret and Simh|.|at Torah, continue on page 368.
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This piyyut for PesaḤ 
was written by Yekutiel bar 
Yosef (little is known about 
him; the style of the piyyut 
is Ashkenazic, perhaps 11th 
or 12th century). The origi-
nality of the poem rests 
in its looking back toward 
the exodus from Egypt and 
forward to the time of ulti-
mate redemption heralded 
by exodus. The Babylonian 
Talmud distinguishes 
between Pesah|.| Mitzrayim, 
the Passover observed 
in the land of Egypt, and 
Pesah|.| Dorot, the Passover 
observed by subsequent 
generations (Pesah|.|im 96a). 
The poet adds a new di-
mension by talking of Pesah|.| 
Le-atid, the Passover of the 
days to come. While the 
precise phrase Pesah|.| Le-atid 
does not appear in rabbinic 
literature, throughout the 
generations Pesah|.| was not 
only a commemoration of a 
historical event but a signal 
of a future redeemed world.
 The poet elaborates his 
theme with a poetic device 
in which the second line 
of each stanza relating the 
exodus from Egypt quotes 
a verse from the Torah, 
and the second line of 
each stanza referring to the 
future redemption quotes 
a verse from the Prophets 

or the later Writings regarding the promise of the time to come. Part of the originality of the poem is that 
the poet finds a prophetic verse or a verse from the Writings for each stanza: “For all Israel had light,” Exodus 
10:23; “Rise up and glow,” Isaiah 60:1; “God saved them,” Exodus 14:30; “Adonai our sovereign,” Isaiah 33:22; 
“Adonai marched in front of them,” Exodus 13:21; “For Adonai goes before you,” from Isaiah 52:12; “Yah is my 
strength and song,” Exodus 15:2; “For Yah, Adonai, is my strength and song,” Isaiah 12:2; “This is my God, whom 
I would glorify,” Exodus 15:2; and “Behold: this is our God,” from Isaiah 25:9. The original poem is a complete 
acrostic; only selected verses are reproduced here.

humility ַעְנָותֹו. God is not seen here as a monarch enthroned on high, but rather as walking with the people.

marched in front of them הֹוֵלְך ִלְפֵניֶהם. Exodus 13:21: “and God went before them by day and by night” on 
the way to the Sea.

FOR YAH, ADONAI, is my strength and song י ְוִזְמַרת ָיהּכ י ׇעזּכִ  Isaiah 12:2. Jewish mystics emphasized that .�ּכִ
God’s name was incomplete till the end of the days. Accordingly, the poet notes that the verse in Exodus 
(15:2) offers the two-letter name of God, yod-hei (Yah), but Isaiah, in talking about the future, quotes the same 
words and also offers the four-letter name of God, yod-hei-vav-hei (pronounced as “Adonai”).

Pesaḥ
No, the exodus did not 
destroy evil in the world. 
What it did was set up 
an alternative concep-
tion of life. Were it not 
for the exodus, those 
humans would have 
reconciled themselves to 
the evils that exist in the 
world. The exodus re-
establishes the dream of 
perfection and thereby 
creates the tension that 
must exist until reality is 
redeemed. This orient-
ing event has not yet 
become our permanent 
reality, neither for Jews 
nor for the whole world. 
But it points the way 
to the end goal toward 
which all life and history 
must go. Every genera-
tion must come to grips 
with its own reality: it 
is something to be lived 
in, and also to be chal-
lenged and overcome.

—irving greenberg

on Pesaḥ
The following may be recited on the first days of Pesah|.|.

On PesAḤ they delighted in the light that illumined their lives:
 “For all Israel had light”—
  That was the Pesaḥ celebrated in Egypt: Pesaḥ mitzrayim.
On PesAḤ may we be blessed once again with this light:
 “Rise up and glow, for Your light has dawned”—
  This shall be the Pesaḥ of the days to come: Pesaḥ le-atid.
On PesAḤ the redeemed praised the Divine in song:
 “God  saved them on that day”—
  That was the Pesaḥ celebrated in Egypt: Pesaḥ mitzrayim.
On PesAḤ the Singular One shall quickly bring our redemption:
 “AdonAi our sovereign shall redeem us”—
  This shall be the Pesaḥ of the days to come:  Pesaḥ le-atid.
On PesAḤ the Pure One made them great with divine humility:
 “AdonAi marched in front of them”—
  That was the Pesaḥ celebrated in Egypt: Pesaḥ mitzrayim.
On PesAḤ the prophecies envisioning Me shall be fulfilled:
 “For AdonAi goes before you”—
  This shall be the Pesaḥ of the days to come:  Pesaḥ le-atid.
On PesAḤ they sang a song of thanksgiving:
 “Yah is my strength and song”—
  That was the Pesaḥ celebrated in Egypt: Pesaḥ mitzrayim.
On PesAḤ I shall play music to a choral song:
 “For Yah, AdonAi, is my strength and song”— 
  This shall be the Pesaḥ of the days to come:  Pesaḥ le-atid.
On PesAḤ even sucklings drummed in praise of the One God:
 “This is my God, whom I would glorify”—
  That was the Pesaḥ celebrated in Egypt: Pesaḥ mitzrayim.
On PesAḤ thus shall the cherished say:
 “Behold: this is our God”—
  This shall be the Pesaḥ of the days to come:  Pesaḥ le-atid.
Continue on page 369.

ַסח ֶּפֽ ל�
The following may be recited on the first days of Pesah|.|.

אֹור ַהַחִּיים ֵלאֹור רּו ּב� ֻאּׁש� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ִים. ַסח ִמְצָרֽ ֶּפֽ ֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָהָיה אֹור  ּוְלׇכל־ב�  

ִהְתָּבֵרְך אֹות ֶזה עֹוד ל� ּב� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ַסח ֶלָעִתיד. ֶּפֽ ֽקּוִמי ֽאֹוִרי ִּכי ָבא אֹוֵרְך   

ֽלּוהּו אּוִלים ָאז ִהל� ּג� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ִים. ַסח ִמְצָרֽ ֶּפֽ ַוּֽיֹוַׁשע יהוה ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא   

נּו גּול ָיִחיׁש ִיְׁשֵעֽ ּד� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ַסח ֶלָעִתיד. ֶּפֽ נּו  נּו הּוא יֹוִׁשיֵעֽ יהוה ַמְלֵּכֽ  

ָטהֹור ַעְנָותֹו ִהְרָּבה ֲעֵליֶהם ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ִים. ַסח ִמְצָרֽ ֶּפֽ ַויהוה הֹוֵלְך ִלְפֵניֶהם   

ֻאם ֶחְזיֹוָני ָיִעיר נ� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ַסח ֶלָעִתיד. ֶּפֽ ִּכי הֹוֵלְך ִלְפֵניֶכם יהוה   

ֻמְנָעם ִׁשיר הֹוָדָיה ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ִים. ַסח ִמְצָרֽ ֶּפֽ ִזְמַרת ָיּה.  ׇעִּזי ו�  

ַנֵּגן ִׁשיר ֲהמֹוַני ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ַסח ֶלָעִתיד.  ֶּפֽ ִזְמַרת ָיּה יהוה  ִּכי ׇעִּזי ו�  

הּו ַיֲחֵדֽ ִקים ל� פּו יֹונ� ּתֹופ� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ִים. ַסח ִמְצָרֽ ֶּפֽ ַאְנֵוֽהּו  ֶזה ֵאִלי ו�  

רּו ָכֶזה ָקִרים ֹיאמ� י� ַסח  ֶּפֽ
ַסח ֶלָעִתיד. ֶּפֽ ינּו ֶזה  ִהֵּנה ֱאֹלֵהֽ  

Continue on page 369.
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Crocus and lavender 
ֹם  Song of Songs .ֵנְרדּכְ ְוַ�ְר�ּכ
4:14. Pesah|.| celebrates the 
spring season. On the first 
day of Pesah|.|, the Musaf ser-
vice marks the end of the 
rainy season in the Land of 
Israel: after the winter rains, 
everything is flowering. 
Nah|.|um, the North African 
author of this piyyut (13th 
century?), of whom little 
is known, celebrates this 
springtime and ends his 
poem with references to 
dew, prayed for on the first 
day of Pesah|.|, and also of 
the freedom achieved on 
Pesah|.|. The translation is by 
Raymond Scheindlin.

Yishai י ַ  David is the son .ִי�ׁש
of Jesse (Yishai, in Hebrew) 
and so this line references 
the Messiah, frequently 
called ben Yishai, “the scion 
of the house of David.”

THIS SONG TO ADONAI 
יָרה ַהזּכֹאת ַליהוה ִ  Exodus .ַה�ׁש
15:1.

OFFER JOYOUS PRAISE, 
SERVANTS OF ADONAI ַהְללוּכ 
.Psalm 113:1 .ַעְבֵדי יהוה

ACCEPT THE OFFERING OF 
MY LIPS י ְרֵצה יהוה ִ  .ִנְדבֹות פּכ
Psalm 119:108.

TO SEE YOUR BEAUTY, 
ADONAI ַעם יהוה ֹנֽ  .ַלֲחזֹות בּכְ
Psalm 27:4.

The following may be recited on the intermediate days of Pesah|.|.

ַגִּני— ַכְרֹּכם ָצץ ּב� ֵנְרּד� ו�
ָקַמל, ׁשֹון ִיַּמל ו� ִקּמ�
ָחִלים  ַוֲעֵלי ִיְבֵלי נ�
ָגַמל. ַהֲהַדס ֵהֵנץ ו�

ָצצּו, ֶדן ו� נּוָתם ׇּכל־ֲעֵצי ֵעֽ פּו סּות ַאְלמ� ָחל�
צּו, ָעל� זּו דֹוִדים ו� צֹוָתם ָעל� ֵמֲהַדר ִזיו ַמְחל�

רֹוָתם ָּפֲערּו ִפיֶהם ּוָפצּו. ִסיס ַעל ִמְׁשמ� ּתֹור ו�
ִצְלָצל, ִמְצָהל, ֶזה ּב� קֹוִני ֶזה ּב� ַתּנּו ֹעז ל� ָׁשם י�

פּו ִׁשיִרים ּוַמְהָלל. ָלִלים ִצְפצ� ַעל ֲעָרִבים ֵּבין צ�
ׇאָּדם, ָרִדים ַּתֲעֶטה הֹוד סּות מ� ַוֲערּוַגת ַהּו�

ִדיִדים ֵׁשׁש ּוַבד ָלָבן ֲאַדְמַּדם, ִעיף ִרּמֹון ר� ַעל ס�
ִנְרָּדם. ִדיִדים ַיֲעׇלז ּבֹו ֵער ו� ִגילּון ָאז י� ּבֹו י�

ַכְרֹּכם . . .      ֵנְרּד� ו�

לּו ַטל, ָׂשִמים ִיז� פֹוִני ַהּב� ַּבֲעלֹות ֽרּוַח צ�
ָעָמל. ַׁשַּגח ִריׁש ו� יַע ֲעֵמִלים, ַטל י� ַהְרִּגֽ ַטל ל�

ָזַרח, אֹור ִׁשְמִׁשי ו� ֵעיַני ָּבא מ� ַאת ִמְזָרח ל� ִמּפ�
ֶאְזָרח, ִתיל ַרֲעָנן ּכ� ַגַּני ָצץ ׁש� ֶדן ּב� ֵמֲעֵצי ֵעֽ

ִיַׁשי ָצץ ּוָפַרח! ׇאְזַני: ִציץ ל� ָעה קֹוֵרא ב� ֶאְׁשמ�
ָחַמל, עֹונֹו ָחס ו� ֹעִני—ַעל מ� אֹוֲהִבי ָרָאה ב�

ִנְגַאל. אּוִּלים ֶאל ֲאִסיר ִּתְקָוה ו� רֹור ּוְזַמן ּג� ָּבא ד�
ַכְרֹּכם . . .       ֵנְרּד� ו�

           Continue on page 369.

From the Song of Songs
ְדִּתי   ֶאל ִּגַּנת ֱאגֹוז ָיַרֽ
ַחל   ִלְראֹות ְּבִאֵּבי ַהָּנֽ

ֶפן  ָחה ַהֶּגֽ  ִלְראֹות ֲהָפר�
ֵהֵנֽצּו ָהִרּמִֹנים.

I went down to the nut grove
to see the budding of the 

vale;
to see if the vines had blos-

somed,
if the pomegrantes were in 

bloom.
El ginat egoz yaradti  
lirot b’ibei ha-nah|.|al, 
lirot ha-farh|.|ah ha-gefen 
heineitzu ha-rimonim.

—song of songs 6:11

ֶבת ַּבַּגִּנים ֲחֵבִרים  ַהּיֹוֶׁשֽ
קֹוֵלְך  ַמְקִׁשיִבים ל�

ַרח ּדֹוִדי  יִני. ּב� ַהְׁשִמיִעֽ
עֶפר  ָך ִלְצִבי אֹו ל� ּוְדֵמה ל�
ָׂשִמים. ָהַאָּיִלים ַעל ָהֵרי ב�

Let us go into the open;
let us lie among the bushes 

of henna.
We shall awake and go to the  

vineyard
to see if the vine has flow-

ered,
if the blossoms have opened,
if the pomegranates are in 

bloom.
Ha-yoshevet ba-ganim 
h|.|aveirim makshivim l’koleikh 
hashmi∙ini. B’rah|.| dodi 
u-d’meh l’kha litzvi o l’ofer  
ha-ayalim al harei v’samim.

—song of songs 8:13–14

The following may be recited on the intermediate days of Pesah|.|.

Crocus and lavender have sprouted in my garden.
Thistles have wilted and withered.
On the banks of brooks
the myrtle has blossomed and bloomed.
Neird v’kharkom tzatz b’gani—
kim’shon yimal v’kamal,
va-alei yivlei n’h|.|alim
ha-hadas henetz v’gamal.

All the trees of paradise have changed from  
their widows’ garb and budded.

Friends are glad and gay to see them in their splendid robes.
Dove and swallow, on their watch, open their beaks and coo.
There they praise my maker’s might,  

one in laughter, one in song;
on the willows and in the shadows, chirping songs and praise.
The bed of roses too puts on a splendid dress of red;  

on the pomegranate’s bough  
are veils of linen, white and crimson.

Lovers take delight in it.
Dreamers and wakers both rejoice.
 Crocus and lavender . . . 

When the north wind blows up, flowers will drip with dew— 
dew, rewarding toil and work, 
dew, banishing thoughts of lack and hardship.

From the east the sun’s light comes to my sight and shines.
From Eden’s trees, in my garden  

a fresh shoot blossoms, firmly rooted.
I hear it calling in my ear: 

“Yishai’s bud has blossomed, flowered!”
My lover has seen my suffering,  

took pity on his home, and spared it.
Freedom and redemption have come  

to hope’s prisoner, now redeemed.
 Crocus and lavender . . . 
          Continue on page 369.
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The following may be recited on the last days of Pesah|.|.  
Some may wish to recite Yom Layabashah on page 410. 

I will sing a new song and sanctify God’s name amidst 
the congregation of Ariel. Then Moses and the people Israel  
will sing this song to AdonAi.

I shall chant joyfully, lovingly, and delightedly,
praise and glorify God—halleluyah;
offer joyous praise, servants of AdonAi!

I shall call to God and ask that I be saved from all troubles
and God shall be our protector—accept the offering of my lips!

Send Your anointed to us, quickly may he come,
bringing us to our land, to see Your beauty, AdonAi.
Shir h|.|adash ashir v’shem El akdish ba-adat ariel,
as yashir moshe v’yisrael ha-shirah hazot ladonai.

Va-aranen lo b’rov gilah u-v’rov h|.|edvah v’tzoholah,
shevah|.| u-t’hilah hal’luyah hal’lu avdei Adonai.

Ani leilohim ekra tatzileinu mikol tzarah,
v’hu lanu ezrah nidvot pi r’tzeih Adonai.

Lanu yishlah|.| m’shih|.|einu bimheirah yavo eileinu,
v’ya∙aleinu l’artzeinu la-h|.|azot b’no∙am Adonai.

Continue on page 369.

The following may be recited on the last days of Pesah|.|.  
Some may wish to recite Yom Layabashah on page 410. 

ַאְקִּדיׁש ַּבֲעַדת ֲאִריֵאל, ֵׁשם ֵאל  ִׁשיר ָחָדׁש ָאִׁשיר ו�
ַהִּׁשיָרה ַהֹּזאת ַליהוה. ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ָאז ָיִׁשיר מֶֹׁשה ו�

ָלה, ׇצהְׇ ּוְברֹוב ֶחְדָוה ו� רֹוב ִּגיָלה  ַוֲאַרֵּנן לֹו ּב�
לּו ַעְבֵדי יהוה. ַהל� לּוָיּה  ַבח ּוְתִהָּלה ַהל� ֶׁשֽ

נּו ִמׇּכל־ָצָרה, ַּתִּציֵלֽ ֲאִני ֵלאֹלִהים ֶאְקָרא 
ֵצה יהוה. ִנְדבֹות ִּפי ר� נּו ֶעְזָרה  הּוא ִיְהֶיה ָלֽ ו�

ינּו, ִּבְמֵהָרה ָיֹבא ֵאֵלֽ נּו  נּו ִיְׁשַלח ְמִׁשיֵחֽ ָלֽ
ַעם יהוה. ֹנֽ ַלֲחזֹות ּב� נּו  ַאְרֵצֽ נּו ל� ַיֲעֵלֽ ו�

Continue on page 369.

I will sing a new song 
יר ִ יר ָחָד�ׁש ָא�ׁש ִ  A short .�ׁש
poem of unknown author-
ship sung by the Jews of 
Persia and India on Pesah|.| 
and on Shabbat Shirah, the 
Shabbat when the Song at 
the Sea is sung. The ending 
of each stanza quotes a 
biblical verse.

Ariel ֲאִריֵאל. A biblical 
term meaning a place of 
strength, sometimes refer-
ring to Jerusalem (Isaiah 
29:1).

THIS SONG TO ADONAI 
יָרה ַהזּכֹאת ַליהוה ִ  Exodus .ַה�ׁש
15:1.

OFFER JOYOUS PRAISE, 
SERVANTS OF ADONAI ַהְללוּכ 
.Psalm 113:1 .ַעְבֵדי יהוה

ACCEPT THE OFFERING OF 
MY LIPS י ְרֵצה יהוה ִ  .ִנְדבֹות פּכ
Psalm 119:108.

TO SEE YOUR BEAUTY, 
ADONAI ַעם יהוה ֹנֽ  .ַלֲחזֹות בּכְ
Psalm 27:4.
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The Celebration 
of the Festival: 
An Interpretive 
Rendering 
May this festival time 
fill us with joy and 
gladness. Allow us to 
appreciate the special 
gifts each season of the 
year offers. May we be 
filled with Your bless-
ing, God of blessing, 
and may we we delight 
in this festival and 
delight in You.

calling it the most 
beloved of days ת  ֶחְמדּכַ
אָת  This exact .ָיִמים אֹותֹו ָקָרֽ
phrase is not found in bibli-
cal or rabbinic literature, 
but there are numerous ref-
erences to Shabbat having 
a special relationship with 
God, beginning with the 
passage in Genesis where 
God rests on this day.

May it be Your will ְיִהי 
ָפֶנֽיָך ְ  A slightly .ָרצֹון ִמלּכ
different version of this 
prayer was published in 
Siddur Va’ani Tefillati, the 
prayerbook of the Israeli 
Masorti Movement, and an 
amended version appears 
here. It substitutes for the 
traditional prayer, which 
speaks of the exile, our in-
ability to perform the Tem-
ple sacrifices, and the hope 
of return. This alternative 
prayer acknowledges the 
new condition of the Jewish 
people having returned to 
the Land of Israel and it in-
cludes the prophetic hope 
that Israel may become a 
land of peace and justice 
and a signpost of world 
peace.

and it shall come to 
pass in the end of days 
ִמים ַאֲחִרית ַהיּכָ  Isaiah .ְוָהָיה בּכְ
2:2–4. In this vision, the 
redemption of the Jewish 
people is seen as an inte-
gral element of universal 
redemption. The messainic 
assertion of this Musaf 
service is that the joy and 
fulfillment experienced 
on the festival will extend 
to all. Isaiah’s vision of 
universal peace has become 
the dream of a world com-
munity, and it is inscribed 
as the watchword of the 
United Nations. 

On Shabbat we add:

Those who observe Shabbat and call it a delight shall rejoice in Your 
sovereignty. The people who sanctify the seventh day shall all be ful-
filled and shall delight in Your abundant goodness. You have loved 
the seventh day and sanctified it, calling it the most beloved of days, 
a reminder of the act of creation.

Avinu Malkeinu, speedily manifest the glory of Your dominion, 
revealing to all humanity that You are our sovereign. Welcome 
back our dispersed from among the nations, and gather those 
scattered to the ends of the earth. 
v’kareiv p’zureinu mibein ha-goyim,
u-n’futzoteinu kaneis mi-yark’tei aretz

Bring us exultantly to Zion, Your city, 
and with everlasting joy to Jerusalem, Your sanctuary.

May it be Your will, AdonAi our God and God of our ancestors, 
that the Temple be rebuilt soon in our day, as Your prophets 
promised:
“And it shall come to pass, in the end of days, that the house of 
AdonAi will be firmly established at the top of the mountain, 
raised high above all other hills. All peoples shall flow toward it, 
and nations shall say, ‘Let us go up to the mountain of  
AdonAi, to the house of the God of Jacob; and we shall learn 
from God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.’ For instruction shall 
go forth from Zion and the word of AdonAi from Jerusalem. 
God will provide proper judgment among nations and admonish 
many peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning-hooks. Nation shall not take up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.”
Lo yisa goy el goy h|.|erev v’lo yilm’du od milh|.|amah.

On Shabbat we add:

ֶנג, ֵאי ֹעֽ ֽקֹור� ֵרי ַׁשָּבת ו� ָך ׁשֹומ� ַמְלכּות� חּו ב� ִיְׂשמ�
ָך, גּו ִמּטּוֶבֽ ִיְתַעּנ� עּו ו� ִביִעי, ֻּכָּלם ִיְׂשּב� ֵׁשי ׁש� ַקּד� ַעם מ�

אָת, ִקַּדְׁשּתֹו, ֶחְמַּדת ָיִמים אֹותֹו ָקָרֽ יָת ּבֹו ו� ִביִעי ָרִצֽ ַהּׁש� ו�
ֵראִׁשית. ַמֲעֵׂשה ב� ֶכר ל� ֵזֽ

ֵהָרה,  ינּו מ� ָך ָעֵלֽ בֹוד ַמְלכּות� נּו, ַּגֵּלה ּכ� ינּו ַמְלֵּכֽ  ָאִבֽ
ֵעיֵני ׇּכל־ָחי,  ינּו ל� ִהָּנֵׂשא ָעֵלֽ הֹוַפע ו� ו�

ינּו ִמֵּבין ַהּגֹוִים,  זּוֵרֽ ָקֵרב ּפ� ו�
ֶרץ. ֵתי ָאֽ ינּו ַּכֵּנס ִמַּיְרּכ� ּוְנפּוצֹוֵתֽ

ִרָּנה,  ָך ּב� ִצּיֹון ִעיר� נּו ל� ַוֲהִביֵאֽ
ִׂשְמַחת עֹוָלם. ָך ּב� ִים ֵּבית ִמְקָּדׁש� ִלירּוָׁשַלֽ ו�

ינּו  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל� י�
ינּו, ָיֵמֽ ינּו[, ֶׁשִּיָּבֶנה ֵּבית ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ִּבְמֵהָרה ב� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ]ו�

ָך, ַּכָּכתּוב: ִביֶאֽ ֵדי נ� נּו ַעל י� ִפי ֶׁשִהְבַטְחָּתֽ ּכ�
ַאֲחִרית ַהָּיִמים,  ָהָיה ּב� ו�

ָבעֹות,  ִנָּׂשא ִמּג� ֹראׁש ֶהָהִרים ו� ָנכֹון ִיְהֶיה ַהר ֵּבית יהוה ּב�
ָנֲהרּו ֵאָליו ׇּכל־ַהּגֹוִים. ו�

רּו,  ָאמ� כּו ַעִּמים ַרִּבים ו� ָהל� ו�
ַנֲעֶלה ֶאל ַהר יהוה,  כּו ו�  ל�

ֶאל ֵּבית ֱאֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, 
ֹחָתיו. ֹאר� ָכה ּב� ֵנל� ָרָכיו ו� נּו ִמּד� ֹיֵרֽ ו�

ִים.   ִּכי ִמִּצּיֹון ֵּתֵצא תֹוָרה ּוְדַבר יהוה ִמירּוָׁשָלֽ
ַעִּמים ַרִּבים,  יַח ל� הֹוִכֽ ָׁשַפט ֵּבין ַהּגֹוִים ו�  ו�

ַמְזֵמרֹות,  ִאִּתים ַוֲחִניתֹוֵתיֶהם ל� תּו ַחְרבֹוָתם ל� ִכּת� ו�
דּו עֹוד ִמְלָחָמה. ֹלא ִיְלמ� ֶרב ו� ֹלא ִיָּׂשא גֹוי ֶאל ּגֹוי ֶחֽ
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The Restoration of 
Zion: An Interpretive 
Rendering 
May our prayers, and those 
of the whole house of  
Israel, be acceptable to  
You as though they were  
offered by the High Priest 
in the holy of holies. Teach 
us wholeness, that our de-
votion to You be filled with 
passion; may our hearts be 
Your sanctuary.

The Priestly Blessing 
ֲֹהִנים ת �ּכ ְר�ּכַ  In the Land .בּכִ
of Israel the kohanim bless 
the congregation at every 
morning service. Outside 
of the Land of Israel, this 
tradition of the Priestly 
Blessing is restricted to 
the festivals and the High 
Holy Days. A common 
reason given for this is 
that a kohen may not bless 
the congregation when 
experiencing personal 
sadness. Diaspora com-
munities experienced much 
difficulty in their daily lives, 
but the festivals offered an 
opportunity for joy.

You alone shall we 
worship in awe אֹוְתָך ֶ  �ׁש
ִיְרָאה ַנֲעבֹוד ָך בּכְ  This was .ְלַבדּכְ
the standard ending of the 
b’rakhah in the Land of 
Israel in the 1st millennium. 
That tradition is preserved 
in this version of the 
b’rakhah, which is recited 
whenever the kohanim 
ascend the bimah to bless 
the congregation.

ַחִּיים  יָך, ל� ינּו ֶאת ִּבְרַּכת מֹוֲעֶדֽ נּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַהִּׂשיֵאֽ  ו�
נּו. ֵכֽ ָבר� ְרָּת ל� ָאַמֽ יָת ו� ִׂשְמָחה ּוְלָׂשׂשֹון, ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָרִצֽ ּוְלָׁשלֹום, ל�
נּו,[ ֵצה ִבְמנּוָחֵתֽ ינּו[, ]ר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך,  נּו ִמּטּוֶבֽ ֵעֽ ָך, ַׂשּב� תֹוָרֶתֽ נּו ּב� ֵתן ֶחְלֵקֽ יָך, ו� ִמְצֺוֶתֽ נּו ּב� ֵׁשֽ ַקּד�

ָך ֶּבֱאֶמת, ׇעְבּד� נּו ל� ַטֵהר ִלֵּבֽ ָך, ו� נּו ִּביׁשּוָעֶתֽ ֵחֽ ַׂשּמ� ו�
ַאֲהָבה ּוְבָרצֹון[ ינּו ]ּב� ַהְנִחיֵלֽנּו יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ו�
ָך, ִׂשְמָחה ּוְבָׂשׂשֹון ]ַׁשָּבת ּו[מֹוֲעֵדי ׇקְדֶׁשֽ ּב�

ָך. ֶמֽ ֵׁשי ׁש� ַקּד� ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל מ� חּו ב� ִיְׂשמ� ו�
ַמִּנים. ַהּז� [ִיְׂשָרֵאל ו� ַקֵּדׁש ]ַהַּׁשָּבת ו� ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, מ�

ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוִבְתִפָּלָתם, ַעּמ� ינּו, ּב� ֵצה, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ר�
ָך,  ָהֵׁשב ֶאת־ָהֲעבֹוָדה ִלְדִביר ֵּביֶתֽ ו�

ָרצֹון, ַקֵּבל ּב� ַאֲהָבה ת� ּוְתִפָּלָתם ּב�
ָך. ָרצֹון ָּתִמיד ֲעבֹוַדת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֽ ּוְתִהי ל�

When the kohanim are about to bless the congregation during the 
repetition of the Amidah, we recite this paragraph and then continue 
with ִדים .on the next page מ�ֹו

יָך  ַרֲחֶמֽ עֹוָלה ּוְכׇקְרָּבן. ָאָּנא ַרחּום, ּב� נּו ּכ� ָפֶנֽיָך ֲעִתיָרֵתֽ ֵתָעֵרב ל� ו�
ִים.  ֶדר ָהֲעבֹוָדה ִלירּוָׁשָלֽ ֵסֽ ָך, ו� ִצּיֹון ִעיֶרֽ ָך ל� ִכיָנת� ָהַרִּבים ָהֵׁשב ׁש�
ִיְרָאה  ָׁשם ַנֲעׇבְדָך ּב� ַרֲחִמים, ו� ִצּיֹון ּב� ָך ל� ׁשּוב� ֶתֱחֶזֽיָנה ֵעיֵנֽינּו ּב�  ו�

 ִּכיֵמי עֹוָלם ּוְכָׁשִנים ַקְדמֹוִנּיֹות. 
ִיְרָאה ַנֲעבֹוד. ָך ּב� ַבּד� ָך ל� ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ֶׁשאֹות�

During the silent Amidah, and when the kohanim do not 
ascend the bimah to bless the congregation, we say:

ַרֲחִמים. ִצּיֹון ּב� ָך ל� ׁשּוב� ֶתֱחֶזֽיָנה ֵעיֵנֽינּו ּב� ו�
ִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהַּמֲחִזיר ׁש�

AdonAi our God, grant the blessing of Your festivals to us: 
life and peace, joy and delight, as it pleased You to promise to 
bless us.
Our God and God of our ancestors, [embrace our rest;] make 
us holy through Your mitzvot and let the Torah be our portion. 
Fill our lives with Your goodness and gladden us with Your 
deliverance. Purify our hearts to serve You truly.
Kad’sheinu b’mitzvotekha v’tein h|.|elkeinu b’toratekha,
sabeinu mi-tuvekha v’samh|.|einu bishuatekha,
v’taher libeinu l’ovd’kha be-emet.

AdonAi our God, [loving and willingly] grant that we inherit 
Your holy [Shabbat and] festivals, that the people Israel, who 
make Your name holy, may rejoice with You.
Barukh atah Adonai, who makes [Shabbat,] Israel and the 
festivals holy.

Fifth B’rakhah: The Restoration of Zion
AdonAi our God, embrace Your people Israel and their prayer. 
Restore worship to Your sanctuary. May the prayers of the 
people Israel be lovingly accepted by You, and may our service 
always be pleasing.

When the kohanim are about to bless the congregation during the 
repetition of the Amidah, we recite this paragraph and then continue 
with Modim on the next page.
May our prayers be pleasing to You, as were the burnt offerings and 
sacrifices in the holy Temple in Jerusalem. We entreat You, Compas-
sionate God, restore Your presence to Zion, Your city, and the proper 
worship to Jerusalem. May our eyes behold Your merciful return to 
Zion so that we may worship there as in days of old. 
Barukh atah Adonai, for You alone shall we worship in awe.

During the silent Amidah, and when the kohanim do not 
ascend the bimah to bless the congregation, we say:

May our eyes behold Your compassionate return to Zion. 
Barukh atah Adonai, who restores Your Divine Presence 
to Zion.
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ever . . . in every gen-
eration . . .ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד 
 Eternity has an  .ְלדֹור ָודֹור
abstract, transcendent ring, 
but the notion of eternality 
expressed here is not out-
side of time—it is formed 
by what is handed from 
one generation to the next.

Each day. . . each moment 
ׇ�ל־ֵעת בּכְ ֶ ׇ�ל־יֹום . . . �ׁש בּכְ ֶ   .�ׁש
God’s presence is some-
times more readily sensed 
at peak moments and on 
special days, like festivals. 
Here, at the end of our 
festival prayer, we are 
reminded that not only 
singular moments but also 
every moment, not only 
special days but also every 
day, are miraculous expres-
sions of the Divine.

Gratitude for Life and 
Its Blessings: An Inter-
pretive Rendering 
In gratitude we approach 
You; with thanks for this 
day, and every day, we 
enter Your presence. How 
miraculous Your world! 
What goodness is to be 
found here! Return to us, 
that we may always look 
out upon Your creation 
with eyes filled with 
wonder.

Sixth B’rakhah: 
Gratitude for Life and Its Blessings
When the Amidah is recited silently, we read this paragraph.
When the Amidah is chanted aloud, the leader reads this paragraph 
as the congregation reads the next passage.

a We thank you, for You are ever our God and the God of our 
ancestors; You are the bedrock of our lives, the shield that 
protects us in every generation. We thank You and sing Your 
praises—for our lives that are in Your hands, for our souls that 
are under Your care, for Your miracles that accompany us each 
day, and for Your wonders and Your gifts that are with us each 
moment—evening, morning, and noon. 
▶ You are the one who is good, whose mercy is never-ending; 
the one who is compassionate, whose love is unceasing. We 
have always placed our hope in You.

This paragraph is recited by the congregation when the full Amidah is 
repeated by the leader, by custom remaining seated and bowing slightly.
a We thank You for the ability to acknowledge You. You are  
our God and the God of our ancestors, the God of all flesh,  
our creator, and the creator of all. We offer praise and blessing  
to Your holy and great name, for granting us life and for  
sustaining us. May You continue to grant us life and sus- 
tenance. Gather our dispersed to Your holy courtyards, that  
we may fulfill Your mitzvot and serve You wholeheartedly,  
carrying out Your will. May God, the source of gratitude,  
be praised.

For all these blessings may Your name be praised and exalted, 
our sovereign, always and forever.

May all that lives thank You always, and faithfully praise Your 
name forever, God of our deliverance and help. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, Your name is goodness and praise of 
You is fitting.

During the silent Amidah, continue with Sim Shalom on page 373. 

When the Amidah is recited silently, we read this paragraph.
When the Amidah is chanted aloud, the leader reads this paragraph 
as the congregation reads the next passage.

ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי  ְחנּו ָלְך, ָׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ  b מֹוִדים ֲאַנֽ
נּו  עֹוָלם ָוֶעד. צּור ַחֵּיֽינּו ָמֵגן ִיְׁשֵעֽ ינּו[ ל� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ֲאבֹוֵתֽ
ָך, ַעל ַחֵּיֽינּו  ִהָּלֶתֽ ָך ּוְנַסֵּפר ּת� דֹור ָודֹור. נֹוֶדה ּל�  ַאָּתה הּוא ל�
יָך  ַעל ִנֶּסֽ קּודֹות ָלְך, ו� ינּו ַהּפ� ַעל ִנְׁשמֹוֵתֽ ָך ו� ָיֶדֽ סּוִרים ּב� ַהּמ�
ׇכל־ֵעת,  יָך ֶׁשּב� טֹובֹוֶתֽ יָך ו� אֹוֶתֽ ַעל ִנְפל� נּו, ו� ׇכל־יֹום ִעָּמֽ  ֶׁשּב�

יָך,  ִים. ◀ ַהּטֹוב, ִּכי ֹלא ָכֽלּו ַרֲחֶמֽ ָרֽ ׇצהְׇ ֶקר ו� ֶרב ָוֹבֽ ֶעֽ
ינּו ָלְך. יָך ֵמעֹוָלם ִקִּוֽ ּמּו ֲחָסֶדֽ ַרֵחם, ִּכי ֹלא ַתֽ ַהמ� ו�

This paragraph is recited by the congregation when the full Amidah is 
repeated by the leader, by custom remaining seated and bowing slightly.

ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי  ְחנּו ָלְך ָׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ b מֹוִדים ֲאַנֽ
נּו, יֹוֵצר  ֵרֽ ינּו[, ֱאֹלֵהי ׇכל־ָּבָׂשר, יֹוצ� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו�  ֲאבֹוֵתֽ

ַהָּקדֹוׁש,  ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ו� הֹוָדאֹות ל� ָרכֹות ו� ֵראִׁשית. ּב�  ּב�
ֶתֱאסֹוף  נּו, ו� ֵמֽ ַחֵּיֽנּו ּוְתַקּי� נּו. ֵּכן ּת� ִקַּיְמָּתֽ נּו ו�  ַעל ֶׁשֶהֱחִייָתֽ

צֹוֶנָֽך,  ַלֲעׂשֹות   ר� יָך ו� ָך, ִלְׁשמֹור ֻחֶּקֽ ַחְצרֹות ׇקְדֶׁשֽ ינּו ל�  ָּגֻלּיֹוֵתֽ
ְחנּו מֹוִדים ָלְך.  ֵלָבב ָׁשֵלם, ַעל ֶׁשֲאַנֽ ָך ּב�  ּוְלׇעְבּד�

ָּברּוְך ֵאל ַההֹוָדאֹות.

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד. נּו ָּתִמיד ל� ִיְתרֹוַמם ִׁשְמָך ַמְלֵּכֽ ַעל ֻּכָּלם ִיְתָּבַרְך ו� ו�

ָלה,  ֹכל ַהַחִּיים יֹוֽדּוָך ֶּסֽ ו�
לּו ֶאת־ִׁשְמָך ֶּבֱאֶמת,  ִויַהל�

ָלה.  נּו ֶסֽ ֶעְזָרֵתֽ נּו ו� ׁשּוָעֵתֽ ָהֵאל י�
הֹודֹות.  b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהּטֹוב ִׁשְמָך ּוְלָך ָנֶאה ל�

During the silent Amidah, continue with ל�ֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִׂ� on page 373. 
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THE PRIESTLY BLESSING 
ֲֹהִנים ת �ּכ ְר�ּכַ  Originally the .בּכִ
Priestly Blessing (Numbers 
6:24–26) was a part of 
the Temple service, but 
nothing restricts it to the 
Temple site. The Mishnah 
(Sotah 7:6) records that it 
was recited outside of the 
Temple, where its mode 
of recitation differed from 
when it was offered in the 
Temple. 
 The leader of the service 
pronounces each word of 
the blessing softly, acting 
as prompter, so that the 
kohanim will not make 
mistakes. The congregation 
answers “Amen” to each 
line of the blessing but the 
leader does not, since it 
might distract him or her 
from the words that are 
to be pronounced. (When 
the Priestly Blessing is 
recited by the prayer leader 
and not the kohanim, the 
congregational response is 
ken y’hi ratzon, “So may it 
be God’s will,” instead of 
Amen.)
 When blessing the 
congregation, the kohanim 
cover their faces with their 
tallitot so that they are not 
seen. Similarly, congregants 
do not look directly at the 
kohanim as they chant the 
blessing. The kohen is a 
transmitter of God’s bless-
ing but not its author. In a 
mark of the sacredness of 
the occasion, the kohanim 
remove their shoes, as 
Moses did at the burning 
bush.

 The kohanim go up to the bimah at the beginning of the concluding b’rakhot of the Amidah and 
stand facing the ark till after they recite the b’rakhah “to bless the people Israel with love.” They then 
turn to face the congregation and offer the Priestly Blessing. Upon conclusion of the blessing, they 
once again turn to face the ark until the completion of the Amidah. (Reuven Hammer, adapted)

YOUR HOLY PEOPLE ָאמוּכר ָך �ּכָ ֽ ֶ .The prophet Isaiah refers to the people Israel this way (43:18) .ַעם ְקדֹו�ׁש

א
When the leader recites the Priestly Blessing:

ָרָכה  נּו ַּבּב� ֵכֽ ינּו[, ָּבר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך,  ֵדי מֶֹׁשה ַעְבֶּדֽ תּוָבה ַעל י� ֻׁשֶּלֶֽׁשת ַּבּתֹוָרה ַהּכ� ַהמ�

ָך, ָּכָאמּור: דֹוֶׁשֽ ָהֲאמּוָרה ִמִּפי ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו, ֹּכֲהִנים, ַעם ק�
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָך.  ֶרֽ ִיְׁשמ� ָבֶרְכָך יהוה ו� י�
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָיֵאר יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ִויֻחֶּנָּֽך. 
ִהי ָרצֹון. ֵּכן י� ָך ָׁשלֹום.  ָיֵׂשם ל� ִיָּׂשא יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ו�

The leader continues with ל�ֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִׂ� at the top of the next page.

ב
When the kohanim recite the Priestly Blessing, the leader says the following:

ֻׁשֶּלֶֽׁשת,  ָרָכה ַהמ� נּו ַבּב� ֵכֽ ינּו[, ָּבר� ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך, ָהֲאמּוָרה  ֵדי מֶֹׁשה ַעְבֶּדֽ תּוָבה ַעל י� ַּבּתֹוָרה ַהּכ�

ִמִּפי ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו, ֹּכֲהִנים 
Congregation:

ָך ָּכָאמּור. דֹוֶׁשֽ ַעם ק�
Kohanim:

נּו ִּבְקֻדָּׁשתֹו ָׁשֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקּד� ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ַאֲהָבה. ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּב� נּו ל� ִצָּוֽ ֶׁשל ַאֲהֹרן, ו�

The leader recites each word of the blessing softly,  
which the kohanim then repeat aloud. 

ָאֵמן. ָך.  ִיְׁשְמֶרֽ ָבֶרְכָך יהוה ו� י�

ָאֵמן. ָיֵאר יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ִויֻחֶּנָּֽך. 

ָאֵמן. ָך ָׁשלֹום.  ָיֵׂשם ל� ִיָּׂשא יהוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלֽיָך ו�

Congregation:

ִׁשְמָך ָׁשלֹום.   ַאִּדיר ַּבָּמרֹום, ׁשֹוֵכן ִּבְגבּוָרה, ַאָּתה ָׁשלֹום ו�
ָך ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ַעל ׇּכל־ַעּמ� ינּו ו� ִהי ָרצֹון ֶׁשָּתִׂשים ָעֵלֽ  י�

ֶרת ָׁשלֹום. ַחִּיים ּוְבָרָכה ְלִמְׁשֶמֽ

Seventh B’rakhah: Prayer for Peace
The PriesTly blessing
א
When the leader recites the Priestly Blessing:

Our God and God of our ancestors, with the threefold bless-
ing of the Torah written by Moses Your servant, recited by 
Aaron and his descendants, the kohanim, bless us, Your holy 
people:

May AdonAi bless and protect you.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

May AdonAi’s countenance shine upon you 
and may AdonAi bestow kindness upon you.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

May AdonAi’s countenance be lifted toward you 
and may AdonAi grant you peace.
 So may it be God’s will.  Ken y’hi ratzon.

The leader continues with Sim Shalom at the top of the next page.

ב
When the kohanim recite the Priestly Blessing, the leader says the following:
Our God and God of our ancestors, with the threefold blessing  
written in the Torah by the hand of Moses Your servant, recited by 
Aaron and his descendants, the kohanim, bless us
Congregation: Your holy people.
am k’doshekha ka-amur.

Kohanim:
Barukh atah Adonai, our God, ruler of time and space, who has made us 
holy with the sanctity of Aaron and has instructed us to bless the people 
Israel with love.

The leader recites each word of the blessing softly,  
which the kohanim then repeat aloud. 
May AdonAi bless and protect you. Amen.
May AdonAi’s countenance shine upon you 
 and may AdonAi bestow kindness upon you. Amen.
May AdonAi’s countenance be lifted toward you 
 and may AdonAi grant you peace. Amen.

Congregation:
Majestic on high, dwelling in might: You are peace and Your name is 
peace. May it be Your will to grant us and the entire house of Israel 
blessing and life as guardians of peace.

The Blessing
At the time when the 
Holy One said to Aaron 
and his sons, “In this way 
you shall bless” (Numbers 
6:23), Israel said before 
the Holy One, “Master of 
the Universe, You have 
told the priests to bless us, 
but all we require is Your 
blessing, and to be blessed 
from Your mouth, as it is 
written, ‘Look forth from 
Your holy habitation, from 
heaven’ (Deuteronomy 
26:15).” The Holy One 
said to them, “Although 
I have asked the priests 
to bless you, I shall stand 
with them and bless you 
[as well].” This is why the 
priests spread out their 
hands, as if to say that 
the Holy One is standing 
behind them. Therefore, it 
is written (Song of Songs 
2:9), “gazing through the 
windows”—from between 
the hands of the priests; 
“peering through the lat-
tice”— from between the 
priests’ fingers. 

—nUMbers rAbbAH
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Grant peace to the world, goodness and blessing, grace, love, and 
compassion, for us and for all the people Israel. Bless us, our cre-
ator, united as one with the light of Your presence; by that light, 
AdonAi our God, You have given us a guide to life, the love of 
kindness, generosity, blessing, compassion, life, and peace. May 
it please You to bless Your people Israel at every season and at all 
times with Your gift of peace.
Barukh atah Adonai, who blesses Your people Israel with peace.

The silent Amidah concludes with a personal prayer or one of the following:

א
My God, keep my tongue from evil, my lips from deceit. Help me 
ignore those who would slander me. Let me be humble before 
all. Open my heart to Your Torah, that I may pursue Your mitzvot. 
Frustrate the designs of those who plot evil against me; nullify 
their schemes. Act for the sake of Your name, act for the sake of 
Your triumph, act for the sake of Your holiness, act for the sake of 
Your Torah. Answer my prayer for the deliverance of Your people.

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be 
acceptable to You, AdonAi, my rock and my redeemer.
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and to 
all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. And we say: Amen.

ב
Sovereign Master of joy in whose presence there is no sadness, 
grant me the capacity to welcome and extend the holiness of this 
festival with joy and delight. Teach me to transform troubled 
times into moments of happiness, for estrangement from You 
grows out of despair. Revive me with the joy of Your deliver-
ance; may Your generous spirit support me. May it be Your will, 
AdonAi my God, to open for me the gates of Torah, the gates of 
wisdom and understanding, the gates of sustenance and life, the 
gates of love and friendship, peace and companionship. 
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and to 
all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. And we say: Amen.
Yihyu l’ratzon imrei fi v’hegyon libi l’fanekha, Adonai tzuri v’go·ali.
Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya∙aseh shalom aleinu  
v’al kol yisrael [v’al kol yosh’vei teiveil], v’imru amen.

When the Amidah is to be repeated aloud, we turn back to page 355. 
At other times, the service continues with Kaddish Shalem on page 203, 
except on Sukkot when Hoshanot may be recited at this point; see page 383.

ַרֲחִמים,  ֶסד ו� ִׂשים ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם טֹוָבה ּוְבָרָכה, ֵחן ָוֶחֽ
ֶאָחד  נּו ּכ� ינּו ֻּכָּלֽ נּו ָאִבֽ ֵכֽ ָך. ָּבר� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַעֶּמֽ ינּו ו� ָעֵלֽ

ינּו,  נּו, יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ָּת ָּלֽ אֹור ָּפֶנֽיָך ָנַתֽ אֹור ָּפֶנֽיָך, ִּכי ב�  ּב�
ַרֲחִמים  ֶסד, ּוְצָדָקה ּוְבָרָכה ו� ַאֲהַבת ֶחֽ  ּתֹוַרת ַחִּיים ו�

ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמ� ֵעיֶנֽיָך ל� טֹוב ּב� ָׁשלֹום, ו� ַחִּיים ו� ו�
ָך. ׇכל־ֵעת ּוְבׇכל־ָׁשָעה ִּבְׁשלֹוֶמֽ ּב�

ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּבָּׁשלֹום. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, ַהמ�
The silent Amidah concludes with a personal prayer or one of the following:

א
ַלי  ִלְמַקל� ׁשֹוִני ֵמָרע, ּוְׂשָפַתי ִמַּדֵּבר ִמְרָמה, ו� צֹור ל� ֱאֹלַהי, נ�
ָך,  תֹוָרֶתֽ ַתח ִלִּבי ּב� ַנְפִׁשי ֶּכָעָפר ַלֹּכל ִּתְהֶיה. ּפ� ַנְפִׁשי ִתּדֹם, ו�
ֵהָרה  ִבים ָעַלי ָרָעה, מ� ׇכל־ַהחֹוׁש� יָך ִּתְרּדֹוף ַנְפִׁשי. ו� ּוְבִמְצֺוֶתֽ
ָך, ֲעֵׂשה  ֶמֽ ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ַקְלֵקל ַמֲחַׁשְבָּתם. ֲעֵׂשה ל� ָהֵפר ֲעָצָתם ו�
ָך.  ַען ּתֹוָרֶתֽ ַמֽ ָך, ֲעֵׂשה ל� ֻדָּׁשֶתֽ ַען ק� ַמֽ ִמיֶנָֽך, ֲעֵׂשה ל� ַען י� ַמֽ ל�

ִני. ָך ַוֲעֵנֽ ִמינ� יָעה י� יָך, הֹוִׁשֽ ִדיֶדֽ צּון י� ַען ֵיָחל� ַמֽ ל�
גֹוֲאִלי.  ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה צּוִרי ו� ֶהְגיֹון ִלִּבי ל� ָרצֹון ִאְמֵרי ִפי ו� ִיְהיּו ל�

Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

ינּו   ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו, הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ֵבי ֵתֵבל[, ו� ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוׁש� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ו�

ב
ָפָניו ַעְצבּות, ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹוָלם, ֲאדֹון ַהִּׂשְמָחה ֶׁשֵאין ל�
ִׂשְמָחה  ֻדַּׁשת יֹום טֹוב ּב� ַקֵּבל ּוְלַהְמִׁשיְך ָעַלי ק� ִני ל� ַזֵּכֽ
ִׂשְמָחה, ֶׁשַהִהְתַרֲחקּות  ִני ַלֲהפֹוְך ָיגֹון ל� ֵדֽ ֶחְדָוה. ַלּמ�  ו�

ׂשֹון  יָבה ִלי ׂש� ֵדי ָהַעְצבּות. ָהִׁשֽ נּו ַעל י� ָאה ָלֽ ָך ָּבֽ ִמּמ�
ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה  ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל� ִני. י� ֵכֽ ִדיָבה ִּתְסמ� ֽרּוַח נ� ָך, ו� ִיְׁשֶעֽ
ֱאֹלַהי, ֶׁשִּתְפַּתח ִלי ַׁשֲעֵרי תֹוָרה, ַׁשֲעֵרי ׇחְכָמה, ַׁשֲעֵרי 

ֵרעּות.  ַאְחָוה, ָׁשלֹום ו� ַאֲהָבה ו�
Some have the custom of taking three steps backward and bowing.

ינּו   ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו, הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוְׁשֵבי ֵתֵבל[, ו� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ו�

When the Amidah is to be repeated aloud, we turn back to page 355. 
At other times, the service continues with Kaddish Shalem on page 203, 
except on Sukkot when Hoshanot may be recited at this point; see page 383.

Grant peace לֹום ָ ים �ׁש ִ�ׂ. 
Every Jewish prayer service 
ends with a prayer for 
peace. The midrash says 
that peace is one of the 
names of God (Sifrei Num-
bers 42).

My God ֱאלַֹהי. One opinion 
voiced in the Babylonian 
Talmud states that every 
Amidah must be accompa-
nied by a personal prayer 
(Berakhot 29b). The prayer 
that is printed at the top of 
this page is offered by the 
Babylonian Talmud (Bera-
khot 17a) as an example of 
such a personal prayer; it 
is attributed to Mar son of 
Ravina (4th century). The 
alternative prayer printed 
at the bottom of this page 
appears in the Prague 
prayerbook Sha∙arei Tziyon 
(1662); its English rendering 
is by Jules Harlow. Both of 
these concluding prayers 
are distinguished by the use 
of the first-person singular, 
whereas almost all other 
prayers are in the first-
person plural.

May the words ִיְהיוּכ ְלָרצֹון. 
Psalm 19:15.

Peace
True peace is not a 
simple yielding, giving 
in, or giving up, but 
true peace comes after 
prolonged struggle; 
such a peace is lasting.

—MenAḤeM Mendel
of kotzk

Prayer for Peace: 
An Interpretive 
Rendering 
O God from whom all
peace flows, grant 
serenity to Your people 
with love and mercy, 
life and goodness for 
all. Shelter us with 
kindness, bless us with 
tranquility at all times 
and all seasons. We 
praise You, God, whose 
blessing is peace.

A Personal Prayer 
May my tongue be inno-
cent of malice and my 
lips free from lies. When 
confronted by enemies 
may my soul stay calm, 
truly humble to all. 
Open my heart with 
Your teachings, that I 
may be guided by You. 
May all who plan evil 
against me abandon 
their schemes. Hear 
my words and help me, 
God, because You are 
loving, because You 
reveal Your Torah. May 
You find delight in the 
words of my mouth and
in the emotions of my 
heart, God, my strength 
and my salvation.  
 As You maintain har-
mony in the heavens, 
give peace to us and 
to the whole Jewish 
people. Amen.
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tal and geshem. In the 
Land of Israel, there are 
essentially two seasons: the 
dry season (roughly the six 
months from mid-March 
through mid-September, 
when rainfall is unusual) 
and the rainy season (in 
the other months). Should 
insufficient rain fall in this 
latter season, the land 
suffers a drought. The 
Mishnah declares that on 
Sukkot—approximately 
the time that ushers in the 
rainy season in the Middle 
East—the world is judged 
regarding rainfall (Rosh 
Hashanah 1:2). In the time 
of the Temple, the holiday 
would be celebrated with a 
ceremony of pouring water 
at the foot of the altar, 
symbolizing the circulation 
of water, below and above. 
In post-Temple times, the 
prayer for rain was post-
poned till the end of the 
holiday, Sh’mini Atzeret, 
since it was thought to be 
inappropriate to pray for 
rain while we dwell in the 
sukkah. As mentioned, dur-
ing the summer months no 
rain falls in the Land of Is-
rael and plant life depends 
on the dew that appears 
overnight. Parts of the land 
remain arid throughout the 
summer but other parts, 

such as the Jezreel Valley, continue to nourish vegetation throughout the summer because of the abundance 
of dew; the high heat during the day contrasted with the cool of the evening causes the dew to settle.
 Beginning with the Musaf Amidah for Sh’mini Atzeret and continuing until the first day of Pesah|.|, we add 
the phrase “who causes the wind to blow and the rain to fall” in each recitation of the Amidah. Although all 
that is required is that the announcement of this single phrase be made in this service, over time, piyyutim 
centering on the theme of water were added to the liturgy. Sephardim recite the piyyutim for rain or dew 
before beginning the Amidah; Ashkenazim add them during the second b’rakhah of the Amidah, in which the 
winter prayer for rain is regularly added. Because the Mishnah refers to rain as God’s judgment, it is customary 
to recite this part of the service in the plaintive tune of the High Holy Days and for the leader of the service to 
wear a kittel, the white garment symbolizing both purity and death. Pesah|.| marks the end of the rainy season; 
therefore, a prayer for dew is said on the first day.

 Tal and Geshem: Prayers for Dew and Rain תפילת טל ותפילת גשם
 The ark is opened and we rise.

ינּו.  ֶדל ֵלאֹלֵהֽ ִּכי ֵׁשם יהוה ֶאְקָרא, ָהבּו ֹגֽ
ָך. ִהָּלֶתֽ ָפַתי ִּתְפָּתח, ּוִפי ַיִּגיד ּת� ֲאדָֹני ׂש�

 With Patriarchs:

 & ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו,  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם, ֱאֹלֵהי 
ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, ָהֵאל 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, טֹוִבים, ו�
זֹוֵכר ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות,  ו�

ֵניֶהם  ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�
ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�

יַע ּוָמֵגן.  ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּומֹוִׁשֽ ֶמֽ
 b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

& ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 
ינּו  ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ינּו[, ֱאֹלֵהי ַאְבָרָהם,  ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ]ו�
ֱאֹלֵהי ִיְצָחק, ֵואֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָׂשָרה, ֱאֹלֵהי ִרְבָקה, 
ֱאֹלֵהי ָרֵחל, ֵואֹלֵהי ֵלָאה, 

ַהּנֹוָרא,  ָהֵאל ַהָּגדֹול ַהִּגּבֹור ו�
 ֵאל ֶעְליֹון, ּגֹוֵמל ֲחָסִדים 

זֹוֵכר  קֹוֵנה ַהֹּכל, ו� טֹוִבים, ו�
ִאָּמהֹות[,   ַחְסֵדי ָאבֹות ]ו�
ֵניֶהם   ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ב�

ַאֲהָבה. מֹו ּב� ַען ׁש� ַמֽ ל�
ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּופֹוֵקד  ֶמֽ

יַע ּוָמֵגן. ּומֹוִׁשֽ
b ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה יהוה, 

ָמֵגן ַאְבָרָהם ּופֹוֵקד ָׂשָרה.

The ark is opened and we rise.

As I proclaim the name Adonai, give glory to our God.
Adonai, open my lips that my mouth may speak Your praise.

First B’rakhah: Our Ancestors
With Patriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our  
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and saves  
and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham.

With Patriarchs and Matriarchs:

a Barukh atah Adonai,
our God and God of our
 ancestors,
God of Abraham, God of 
 Isaac, and God of Jacob,
God of Sarah, God of
 Rebecca, God of Rachel,
 and God of Leah,
great, mighty, awe-inspiring,
 transcendent God,
who acts with kindness
 and love, and creates all,
who remembers the loving
 deeds of our ancestors,
and who will lovingly bring a
 redeemer to their children’s 
 children for the sake of 
 divine honor.
You are the sovereign  
who helps and guards,  
saves and shields. 
a Barukh atah Adonai, 
Shield of Abraham and 
Guardian of Sarah.

עֹוָלם ֲאדָֹני,  ַאָּתה ִּגּבֹור ל�
יַע. הֹוִׁשֽ ַחֵּיה ֵמִתים ַאָּתה, ַרב ל� מ�

On the first day of Pesah|.| we continue with the prayer for dew on the next page.
On Sh’mini Atzeret we continue with the prayer for rain on page 377.

On the first day of Pesah|.| we continue with the prayer for dew on the next page.
On Sh’mini Atzeret we continue with the prayer for rain on page 377.

Second B’rakhah: God’s Saving Care
You are ever mighty, Adonai— 
You give life to the dead—
great is Your saving power:

The Land of Israel
Throughout the genera-
tions, the geography, the 
landscape, and the seasons 
that defined the Land of 
Israel were prominently 
imprinted in the minds of 
Jews. Frequently the rivers 
and the mountains of the 
Land of Israel seemed 
more real to our ancestors 
than what they encoun-
tered in the lands where 
they dwelled. In this vein, 
Yehudah Halevi, living in 
Spain, could write, “I am 
in the West, but my heart 
is in the East.” The liturgy, 
which is the spiritual life 
of the Jewish people, 
preserves this attitude: 
its temporal rhythms, 
expressed through its 
prayers, are geared to the 
seasonal life of the Land of 
Israel. And we, who may 
be deeply attached to the 
lands in which we live, still 
experience the intimate 
connection we have to the 
Land of Israel. We pray 
facing toward Jerusalem 
and we pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem. Other places 
may be our home, but this 
is our homeland. 
 In praying for rain in its 
season in the Land of Is-
rael, we are being both lit-
eral and figurative. We pray 
for the sake of the Land of 
Israel that this year not be 
one of drought, and that 
the harvest in the spring 
and fall be fruitful; and 
we pray, too, for our own 
good harvest, a harvest 
of physical and spiritual 
wholeness. May this year 
be a year of blessing.
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Send dew ן  This .ַטל �ּתֵ
piyyut is ascribed to Eleazar 
Kallir (6th–7th century, 
the Land of Israel). It is a 
reverse acrostic, with each 
stanza beginning with the 
word tal (“dew”) and end-
ing with b’tal (“with dew”). 
The intermediate lines of 
each stanza rhyme.
 Each stanza begins by 
talking about the hoped-
for prosperity that the 
morning dew may bring, 
but ends by talking about 
spiritual redemption. Thus, 
the dew for which we pray 
is both the morning dew 
that nourishes grain and 
fruit and also the “spiritual 
dew” that refreshes us.

these stalks ה �ּתָ  The .�ּתַ
people Israel.

raise up our name to 
be as Yours ָך ַהֲעֵמד ֶעְר�ּתְ  �ּתְ
��ּת ֵמֽ ְ  The people Israel’s .�ׁש
fate and God’s name are 
inextricably linked.

and the dew to fall  
ל ִריד ַהטּתָ  The essence of .�ּתמ�ֹו
the Tal liturgy is this proc-
lamation, that the rainy 
season is over and dew 
is now needed to sustain 
agriculture.

The Prayer for Dew Recited on the First Day of Pesah|.|
the ashkenazic tradition  א
Our God and God of our ancestors:

Send dew to make Your land lovely.
Send blessing that we may delight in You.
Make grain and grapes abound; 
build the city You desire with heavenly dew—b’tal.

Command dew to provide a good year crowned
with the splendor and glory of the fruits of the earth.
May the city that has become an abandoned hut
become a royal wreath held in Your hands 

with heavenly dew—b’tal.

Let dew drift over this blessed earth
and satisfy us with the sweetness of heaven’s blessing.
Let light break through the darkness,
that these stalks grow toward You, with heavenly dew—b’tal.

May dew flow down mountainsides like honeyed juice,
flavoring the choice fruits of Your land.
May our voices rise to sing songs of praise,
as You break the chains of those who plead with You

with heavenly dew—b’tal.

May dew produce abundance for our silos;
is not now the time to renew our days?
Beloved, raise up our name to be as Yours,
make us a flourishing garden with heavenly dew—b’tal.

With dew our grain shall be blessed,
the fat of the land not waste away.
To this people You have shepherded,
express Your delight, please with heavenly dew—b’tal.

For You are Adonai our God
who causes the wind to blow and the dew to fall—

The congregation responds “Amen” to each of the following lines:

for blessing, and not as a curse, amen; 
for life, and not for death, amen; 
for abundance, and not for famine, amen.
The ark is closed and we continue on page 344 or 356 with  
“You sustain the living.”

ַסח יֹום ִראׁשֹון ֶׁשל ֶּפֽ ִפַּלת ָטל ל� ּת�
א

ינּו[, ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ

ַטל 
ִדיָצְך, ָרָכה ּב� נּו ב� ֵּתן ִלְרצֹות ַאְרָצְך, ִׁשיֵתֽ

ָטל. ַהְפִריָצְך, קֹוֵמם ִעיר ָּבּה ֶחְפָצְך, ּב� ִתירֹוׁש ּב� ֹרב ָּדָגן ו�

ַטל 
ֶרת, ָגאֹון ּוְלִתְפֶאֽ ֶרץ ל� ִרי ָהָאֽ ֶרת, ּפ� ַצֵּוה ָׁשָנה טֹוָבה ּוְמֻעֶּטֽ

ָטל. ֶרת, ּב� ָך ֲעֶטֽ ָיד� ֶרת, ִׂשיָמּה ּב� ִעיר ַּכֻּסָּכה נֹוֶתֽ

ַטל 
ָרָכה, נּו ב� ֵעֽ ִים ַׂשּב� ֶגד ָׁשַמֽ רּוָכה, ִמֶּמֽ ֶרץ ּב� נֹוֵפף ֲעֵלי ֶאֽ

ָטל. ׁשּוָכה, ּב� יָך מ� ָהִאיר ִמּתֹוְך ֲחֵׁשָכה, ַּכָּנה ַאֲחֶרֽ ל�

ַטל 
יָך ֻמְבָחִרים, ֵעם ִּבְמאֹוֶדֽ ַיֲעִסיס צּוף ָהִרים, ט�

ָטל. קֹול ָנִרים, ּב� ֲחנּוֶנֽיָך ַחֵּלץ ִמַּמְסֵּגִרים, ִזְמָרה ַנְנִעים ו�

ַטל 
ינּו, ַחֵּדׁש ָיֵמֽ ינּו, ֲהָכֵעת ּת� ָוֽׂשַֹבע ַמֵּלא ֲאָסֵמֽ

ָטל.  נּו, ּב� נּו, ַּגן ָרֶוה ִׂשיֵמֽ ֵמֽ ָך ַהֲעֵמד ׁש� ֶעְרּכ� ּדֹוד, ּכ�

ַטל 
ִהי ָרזֹון, ִמְׁשַמֵּנֽינּו ַאל י� ָבֵרְך ָמזֹון, ּב� ּבֹו ּת�

ָטל. ְעָּת ַּכּצֹאן, ָאָּנא ָּתֵפק ָלּה ָרצֹון, ּב� ֲאֻיָּמה ֲאֶׁשר ִהַּסֽ

ינּו, ַמִּׁשיב ָהֽרּוַח ּומֹוִריד ַהָּטל, ָׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ

The congregation responds “Amen” to each  
of the following lines chanted by the leader:

ָאֵמן. ֹלא ִלְקָלָלה,  ִלְבָרָכה ו�

ָאֵמן. ֶות,  ָמֽ ֹלא ל� ַחִּיים ו� ל�

ָאֵמן. ָרזֹון,  ֹלא ל� ֽׂשַֹבע ו� ל�

The ark is closed and we continue on page 344 or 356 with ים ל ַחיּיִ .ְמַ�ְל�ּיֵ

Dew
עּו ֲעֵצי יהוה   ִיְׂשּב�

ֵפָלה ּוָבָהר  ַּבּׁש�
ָרנֹות ָּבר אּו ַהּג� ּוָמל�

ַהְיָקִבים ִּתירֹוׁש  ו�
ִיְצָהר  ו�

ָרזֹות  ְּתַרֵּנָֽנה ּפ�
דֹות ַעל ִּתָּלם  עֹומ�

נּו ַטָּלם. ִים ִיּת� ַהָּׁשַמֽ ו�
In valleys and on hilltops, 

may God’s trees be sated,
granaries be filled with 

grain,
presses with the juice of 

grapes and olives;
may everyone settled in 

their own land
sing as the heavens send 

down dew.
—Solomon ibn Gabirol

I shall be like dew to the 
people Israel,

they shall flourish like 
lilies . . .

they shall blossom like the 
vine . . .

Ephraim shall say: 
“When I respond and 
look to God I become 
like a verdant cypress.”

Your fruit comes from Me.
—HoSea 14:6–9
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the sephardic tradition  ב
Goodbye to You, O Rain!
Welcome, Dew!
For God’s deliverance is mighty and brings the dew.

I shall sing my song, express my thoughts,
raise my voice to my protector and deliverer.
And from the day I utter these words 
 may dew descend.

Our God and God of our ancestors:
with luminous dew, may the land be illumined;
with blessings of dew, may the land be blessed;
with gladdening dew, may the land be made glad;
with joy-filled dew, may the land be joyous;
with glorious dew, may the land be glorified;
with choice dew, may the land be chosen;
with dew-filled songs, may the land sing;
with vital dew, may the land be revived;
with goodly dew, may the land prove good;
with the dew of deliverance, may the land be delivered;
with nurturing dew, may the land be nurtured.
Eloheinu veilohei avoteinu [v’imoteinu]:
B’tal’lei orah, ta·ir adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei v’rakhah, t’vareikh adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei gilah, tagil adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei ditzah, t’dashein adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei hod, t’hadeir adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei va·ad tov, t’va·eid adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei zimrah, t’zameir adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei h|.|ayim, t’h|.|ayeh  adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei tovah, teitiv adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei y’shuah, toshia adamah. Amen.
B’tal’lei khalkalah, t’khalkeil adamah. Amen.

May Your kindness, Adonai, be upon us, 
 as we have looked to You.
Adonai, protect us: surely our sovereign 
 will respond to us when we call.
For You, Adonai our God, are the mighty redeemer 
 who brings down dew as a blessing.

The ark is closed and we continue on page 344 or 356 with  
“You sustain the living.”

The following poem is attributed to 
Solomon ibn Gabirol (1021–1058) and 
is recited in the Seph ardic tradition 
as a r’shut, the leader’s introduction, 
to Tal and Geshem. 

ְנָּת  ׁשֹוִני ּכֹוַנֽ ל�
 ֱאֹלַהי ַוִּתְבַחר
ְמָּת  ִׁשיִרים ֶׁשַּׂשֽ ּב�

ִפי טֹוב ִמִּמְסַחר  ּב�
ְנָּת  ֶנְגָּדְך ּכֹוַנֽ ו�

ָעַדי ִמִּמְׁשַחר  צ�
ָּתה  ִלי ָגרֹון ַּתֽ ו�

ׇקְרִאי ֹלא ִנַחר  ּב�
ְנָּת  ִיְצִרי ִהְלַּבֽ ו�

ַחר ֶמר ַצֽ מֹו ֶצֽ  ּכ�
ָּתה ָלֵכן ֹלא ַׁשֽ ו�

ַחְרַחר ָבִבי ִּבי ס�  ל�
ֱהֵיה ִסְתִרי ַעָּתה 

ֶאְתמֹול ּוְכָמָחר  ּכ�
ּוָמִגִּני ַאָּתה 

ַאַחר  ֱאֹלַהי ַאל ּת�
My God, You fashioned my 

tongue desiring 
the songs You placed in my 

mouth, more than any other 
discourse.

From the first You directed my 
footsteps toward You.

You gave me a throat that has not 
dried up from calling to You.

You cleansed my nature to be as 
white as wool;

and so the heart within me  
did not go astray when it  
was disturbed.

Be now my protector as yesterday; 
and so tomorrow too.

For You are my shield, Adonai. 
Do not delay.

L’shoni konanta, elohai va-tivh|.|ar,
b’shirim she-samta b’fi tov 
mimis·h|.|ar. V’negdakh konanta, 
tze’adai mimish·h|.|ar, v’li garon tatah, 
b’kori lo nih|.|ar. V’yitzri hilbanta, 
k’mo tzemer tzah|.|ar, v’lakhein lo 
shatah, l’vavi bi s’h|.|arh|.|ar. Heyeih sitri 
atah, k’etmol u-kh’mah|.|ar, u-magini 
atah, elohai al t’ah|.|ar.

ב  ִּתּקּון ַהָּטל 
ָׁשלֹום ֶּגֶֽׁשם. ֵלְך ל�
ָׁשלֹום ָטל. ּוֹבא ּב�

יַע ּומֹוִריד ַהָּטל: הֹוִׁשֽ ִּכי ַרב ל�

ָאִׁשיר ִׁשיָרִתי
ָאִׂשים ִּדְבָרִתי ו�

ָפִתי יָרה ׂש� ַאְגִּבֽ ו�
ׁשּוָעִתי צּור י� ל�
ּוְביֹום ִאְמָרִתי

ִּתַּזל ַּכָּטל.

ינּו[ ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ינּו ]ו� ינּו ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָאֵמן. ֵלי אֹוָרה, ָּתִאיר ֲאָדָמה.  ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ָבֵרְך ֲאָדָמה.  ָרָכה, ּת� ֵלי ב� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ֵלי ִגיָלה, ָּתִגיל ֲאָדָמה.  ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַדֵּׁשן ֲאָדָמה.  ֵלי ִדיָצה, ּת� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַהֵּדר ֲאָדָמה.  ֵלי הֹוד, ּת� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַוֵעד ֲאָדָמה.  ַעד טֹוב, ּת� ֵלי ַוֽ ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַזֵּמר ֲאָדָמה.  ֵלי ִזְמָרה, ּת� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַחֶּיה ֲאָדָמה.  ֵלי ַחִּיים, ּת� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ֵלי טֹוָבה, ֵּתִטיב ֲאָדָמה.  ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. יַע ֲאָדָמה.  ׁשּוָעה, ּתֹוִׁשֽ ֵלי י� ַטל� ּב�
ָאֵמן. ַכְלֵּכל ֲאָדָמה.  ֵלי ַכְלָּכָלה, ּת� ַטל� ּב�

ְלנּו ָלְך. ינּו ַּכֲאֶׁשר ִיַחֽ ָך יהוה ָעֵלֽ ִהי ַחְסּד� י�
נּו. יֹום ׇקְרֵאֽ ֶלְך ַיֲעֵנֽנּו ב� יָעה, ַהֶּמֽ יהוה הֹוִׁשֽ

יַע,  הֹוִׁשֽ ינּו ַרב ל� מֹו ֶׁשַאָּתה הּוא יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ  ּכ�
 מֹוִריד ַהָּטל ִלְבָרָכה.

The ark is closed and we continue on page 344 or 356 with ים ל ַחיּיִ .ְמַ�ְל�ּיֵ

the sephardic tradition. 
The piyyut included here 
is of unknown origin. It is a 
double alphabetical acros-
tic describing the joy and 
blessing of dew. It has been 
shortened in most litur-
gies, to include only verses 
beginning with letters from 
the first half of the Hebrew 
alphabet.

MAY YOUR KINDNESS ְיִהי 
ָך .Psalm 33:22 .ַחְסדּתְ

ADONAI, PROTECT US יה�ה 
יָעה ֽ ִ �ׁש .Psalm 20:10 .ה�ֹו
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The Greatness of God 
and the Greatness 
of the Human Soul
Just as the Divine suffuses 

the entire world, so the 
soul suffuses the entire 
body.

Just as the Divine sees but 
is not seen, so the soul 
sees but is not seen.

Just as the Divine sustains 
the whole world, so 
the soul sustains our 
existence.

Just as the Divine is pure, 
so the soul is pure.

Just as Divinity dwells in 
the innermost sanctu-
ary of the universe, so 
the soul dwells in the 
innermost sanctuary of 
human beings.

Let that which has these 
five qualities praise the 
one who has these five 
qualities.

—babYlonian talmud
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KADDISH SHALEM. The Kad-
dish Shalem (literally, “Full 
Kaddish”) ends the Musaf 
service. It is called the “Full 
Kaddish” because it in-
cludes a plea, omitted from 
other forms of the Kaddish, 
that the prayers we have 
offered be acceptable.

Kaddish Shalem
Leader:

May God’s great name be exalted and hallowed throughout 
the created world, as is God’s wish. May God’s sovereignty 
soon be established, in your lifetime and in your days, and in 
the days of all the house of Israel. And we say: Amen.

Congregation and Leader:

May God’s great name be acknowledged forever and ever! 
Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varakh l’alam u-l’almei almaya.

Leader:

May the name of the Holy One be acknowledged and  
celebrated, lauded and worshipped, exalted and honored,  
extolled and acclaimed—though God, who is blessed,  
b’rikh hu, is truly [on Shabbat Shuvah we add: far] beyond all  
acknowledgment and praise, or any expressions of  
gratitude or consolation ever spoken in the world.  
And we say: Amen.

May the prayers and pleas of all Israel be accepted by their 
creator in heaven. And we say: Amen.

May heaven bestow on us, and on all Israel, life and abundant 
and lasting peace. And we say: Amen.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and 
to all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth].  
And we say: Amen.

ַקִּדיׁש ָׁשֵלם
Leader:

ָרא, ִּכְרעּוֵתּה,  ָמא ִּדי ב� ָעל� ֵמּה ַרָּבא, ּב� ִיְתַקַּדׁש ׁש� ִיְתַּגַּדל ו�
ׇכל־ֵּבית  ַחֵּייכֹון ּוְביֹוֵמיכֹון ּוְבַחֵּיי ד� ַיְמִליְך ַמְלכּוֵתּה ּב� ו�

ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן.  ִיְׂשָרֵאל, ַּבֲעָגָלא ּוִבְזַמן ָקִריב, ו�
Congregation and Leader:

ַמָּיא. ֵמי ָעל� ָעַלם ּוְלָעל� ָבַרְך ל� ֵמּה ַרָּבא מ� ֵהא ׁש� י�
Leader:

ִיְתַנֵּׂשא  ִיְתרֹוַמם ו� ִיְתָּפַאר ו� ִיְׁשַּתַּבח ו�  ִיְתָּבַרְך ו�
ִריְך הּוא, ֻקְדָׁשא, ּב� ֵמּה ּד� ִיְתַהָּלל ׁש� ִיְתַעֶּלה ו� ִיְתַהָּדר ו� ו�

]on Shabbat Shuvah we substitute: ָּלא ִמׇּכל־ ֵעֽ ָּלא ל� ֵעֽ ָּלא ִמן ׇּכל־ ]ל� ֵעֽ ל�
ָמא,  ָעל� ֶנָחָמָתא ַּדֲאִמיָרן ּב� ָחָתא ו� ִׁשיָרָתא ֻּתְׁשּב� ִּבְרָכָתא ו�

ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ו�

ָדם ֲאבּוהֹון  ׇכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל קְׇ הֹון ּד� הֹון ּוָבעּות� לֹות� ִּתְתַקַּבל צ�
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ִּדי ִבְׁשַמָּיא ו�

ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל,  ינּו ו� ַחִּיים ָעֵלֽ ַמָּיא, ו� ָלָמא ַרָּבא ִמן ׁש� ֵהא ׁש� י�
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ו�

ינּו  ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ֵבי ֵתֵבל[, ו� ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוׁש� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ו�
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None Compares to our 
god י�וּכ אלֹוֵהֽ  This .ֵאין �ּכֵ
1st-millennium prayer was 
originally composed as a 
mystical meditation: the 
repetitions served to bring 
the devotee to an ecstatic 
visionary state. Because of 
its simplicity and ease of 
recall, it became a favorite 
prayer with which to con-
clude a service and, in the 
Sephardic liturgy, it forms 
part of the conclusion of 
every morning service. The 
first three stanzas spell out 
the acrostic amen and the 
next two begin with the 
first two words of every 
blessing: barukh atah. 

rabbi Eleazar said ָאַמר 
י ֶאְלָעָזר  In the ancient .ַר�ּכִ
synagogue, prayer ser-
vices concluded with Torah 
study. This passage is a rem-
nant of that tradition; it is a 
passage quoted extensively 
in the Talmud. In reciting 
it, we express the hope that 
the teaching and learning 
we have experienced today 
will help create a world 
of peace. It is through the 
teaching of the values that 
Torah represents that we 
ultimately achieve security.

all your children shall be taught by adonai ֵדי יהוה וּכ ִיְך ִלמּכ ֽ�ַ  Isaiah 54:13. The rabbis see the .ְוׇ�ל־�ּכָ
teachers of Torah as “builders” and their disciples as their children.

may Those who love Your Torah find great peace ָך ָרֶ�ֽ ם ָר� ְלאֹוֲהֵ�י �וֹו לוֹו ָ  Psalm 119:165. This verse .�ׁש
begins a series of verses, all of which contain a prayer for peace—thus offering for study a fitting conclu-
sion to the service.

May there be peace within your walls ֵחיֵלְך ם �ּכְ לוֹו ָ .Psalm 122:7 .ְיִהי �ׁש

FOR THE SAKE OF MY BROTHERS . . . FOR THE SAKE OF the house of adonai י� יהוה ַען �ּכֵ .ְלַמֽ . ַען ַאַחי.  .ְלַמֽ
Psalm 122:8–9. These verses seek the peace and welfare of Jerusalem. 

May god grant strength to God’s people ן וֹו ִי�ּכֵ .Psalm 29:11 .יהוה עֹוז ְלַעמּכ

ינּו, ֵאין ַּכאדֹוֵנֽינּו, ֵאין ֵּכאֹלֵהֽ
נּו. מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ נּו, ֵאין ּכ� ַמְלֵּכֽ ֵאין ּכ�

ינּו, ִמי ַכאדֹוֵנֽינּו, ִמי ֵכאֹלֵהֽ
נּו. מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ נּו, ִמי כ� ַמְלֵּכֽ ִמי כ�

ינּו, נֹוֶדה ַלאדֹוֵנֽינּו, נֹוֶדה ֵלאֹלֵהֽ
נּו. מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ נּו, נֹוֶדה ל� ַמְלֵּכֽ נֹוֶדה ל�
ינּו, ָּברּוְך ֲאדֹוֵנֽינּו, ָּברּוְך ֱאֹלֵהֽ
נּו. נּו, ָּברּוְך מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ ָּברּוְך ַמְלֵּכֽ

ינּו, ַאָּתה הּוא ֲאדֹוֵנֽינּו, ַאָּתה הּוא ֱאֹלֵהֽ
נּו. נּו, ַאָּתה הּוא מֹוִׁשיֵעֽ ַאָּתה הּוא ַמְלֵּכֽ

ינּו  ירּו ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ַאָּתה הּוא ֶׁשִהְקִטֽ
ֶרת ַהַּסִּמים. ֹטֽ ָפֶנֽיָך ֶאת־ק� ל�

ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר ָאַמר ַרִּבי ֲחִניָנא: ַּתְלִמיֵדי ֲחָכִמים 
ִיְך ִלּמּוֵדי יהוה,  ׇכל־ָּבַנֽ ַמְרִּבים ָׁשלֹום ָּבעֹוָלם, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ו�

ִיְך.  ִיְך ֶאָּלֽא ּבֹוָנֽ ִיְך. ַאל ִּתְקָרא ָּבָנֽ לֹום ָּבָנֽ ַרב ׁש� ו�
מֹו ִמְכׁשֹול.  ֵאין ָלֽ ָך, ו� ֹאֲהֵבי תֹוָרֶתֽ ָׁשלֹום ָרב ל�

ִיְך.  נֹוָתֽ ַאְרמ� ֵחיֵלְך, ַׁשְלָוה ּב� ִהי ָׁשלֹום ּב� י�
ָרה ָּנא ָׁשלֹום ָּבְך.  ֵרָעי, ֲאַדּב� ַען ַאַחי ו� ַמֽ ◀ ל�

ינּו, ֲאַבְקָׁשה טֹוב ָלְך.  ַען ֵּבית יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַמֽ ל�
ָבֵרְך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ַבָּׁשלֹום.  ַעּמֹו ִיֵּתן, יהוה י� יהוה ֹעז ל�

In some congregations, the service continues with Kaddish D’Rabbanan, 
page 111.

Ein Keiloheinu
None compares to our God. None compares to our master.
None compares to our sovereign. None compares to our deliverer.

Who compares to our God? Who compares to our master?
Who compares to our sovereign? Who compares to our deliverer?

Let us thank our God. Let us thank our master.
Let us thank our sovereign. Let us thank our deliverer.

Blessed is our God. Blessed is our master.
Blessed is our sovereign. Blessed is our deliverer.

You are our God. You are our master. 
You are our sovereign. You are our deliverer.

You are the one to whom our ancestors offered fragrant incense.
Ein keiloheinu, ein kadoneinu, ein k’malkeinu, ein k’moshi·einu.

Mi kheiloheinu, mi khadoneinu,
mi kh’malkeinu, mi kh’moshi·einu.

Nodeh leiloheinu, nodeh ladoneinu,
nodeh l’malkeinu, nodeh l’moshi·einu.

Barukh eloheinu, barukh adoneinu,
barukh malkeinu, barukh moshi·einu.

Atah hu eloheinu, atah hu adoneinu,
atah hu malkeinu, atah hu moshi·einu.

Atah hu she-hiktiru avoteinu l’fanekha et k’toret ha-samim.

A Final Teaching
Rabbi Eleazar said in the name of Rabbi Ḥanina: Students of  
Torah increase peace in the world, as the prophet Isaiah said:  
“All your children shall be taught by Adonai, and your children 
shall increase peace.” Do not read the word as banayikh, “your  
children,” but rather as bonayikh, “your builders.”
May those who love your Torah find great peace; may they not 

stumble.
May there be peace within your walls, tranquility in your citadels.
For the sake of my brothers and friends,  pray for peace in your 

midst.
For the sake of the house of Adonai our God, I seek your welfare.
May God grant strength to God’s people; may God grant God’s 

people peace.
In some congregations, the service continues with Kaddish D’Rabbanan, page 111.

Ein Keiloheinu: 
A Ladino Version
Ein keiloheinu,  

ein kadoneinu,
ein k’malkeinu,  

ein k’moshi·einu.
Non como muestro dio, 

non como muestro señor,
non como muestro re,  

non como muestro 
salvador.

Mi kheiloheinu,  
mi khadoneinu,

mi kh’malkeinu,  
mi kh’moshi·einu.

Ken como muestro dio,  
ken como muestro señor,

ken como muestro re,  
ken como muestro 
salvador.

Nodeh leiloheinu,  
nodeh ladoneinu,

nodeh l’malkeinu,  
nodeh l’moshi·einu.

Loaremos a muestro dio, 
loaremos a muestro señor,

loaremos a muestro re, 
loaremos a muestro 
salvador.

Barukh eloheinu,  
barukh adoneinu,

barukh malkeinu,  
barukh moshi·einu.

Bendicho muestro dio, 
bendicho muestro señor,
bendicho muestro re, 
bendicho muestro salvador.

Atah hu eloheinu,  
atah hu adoneinu,

atah hu malkeinu,  
atah hu moshi·einu.

Tu el muestro dio,  
tu el muestro señor,

tu el muestro re,  
tu el muestro salvador.

Concluding Prayers סיום התפילה
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I Spread Out God’s 
Names in Front of Me
I spread out God’s names 

in front of me
on the floor of my chilly 

room.
The name by which I 

called him when his 
spirit breathed in me. 

And the name by which I 
called him when I was a 
young girl. 

The name by which I 
called him when I was 
given to a man. 

And the name when I was 
again permitted to all.

The name by which I 
called him when my 
parents were a roof over 
me. And the name when 
I had no ceiling.

The name by which I 
called him so that I 
would fear him. And the 
name by which I called 
him so that I would not 
be afraid.

The name by which I 
called him so that he 
would remember me. 
And the name so that 
he would refrain from 
remembering.

In the heat of day I will 
prostrate myself

on the floor of my chilly 
room.

—rivKa miriam
(translated by 

Linda Stern Zisquit)
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Aleinu י�וּכ  Since the .ָעֵלֽ
12th or 13th century, the 
Aleinu prayer has acquired 
a special pride of place in 
Ashkenazic liturgy and is 
recited at the conclusion 
of every service; it does not 
play the same role in the 
Sephardic liturgy.
 The origin of this 
popular prayer is a matter 
of debate. Some medieval 
sources (e.g. Rokeah|.|, early 
13th century, Germany) 
ascribed it to Joshua. The 
liturgical scholar Joseph 
Heinemann thought that 
it dates back to the time of 
the Temple service. Other 
scholars have argued that 
it originated in 2nd- or 
3rd-century mystical circles. 
Its first known use in the 
formal liturgy is as an intro-
duction to the Malkhuyot 
(“Sovereignty”) section of 
the Rosh Hashanah Musaf 
service.
 Aleinu articulates a pro-
gression of ideas. In the first 
paragraph, we are asked to 

express our gratitude for the special fate and role of the Jewish people in history. 
In the second, we look forward to the day when differences among peoples will 
be harmonized and there will be a common recognition that all of humanity is 
embraced by God. This vision recognizes that God is not exclusively the God of 
Israel, but that God rules over all of us. On that day, when justice, morality, and 
common spiritual affinity will reign on earth, God’s name will truly be one.
 Some have objected to what may sound like exclusivist language in this prayer, 
in particular the phrases describing the uniqueness of the people Israel: “who has 
not made us merely a nation, nor formed us as all earthly families, nor given us 
an ordinary destiny.” The Israeli Masorti Movement offers an alternative formula-
tion quoting Micah 4:5: “For the people of every nation shall walk in the name of 
their god, but we shall walk in the name of Adonai, our God, forever.” Whether 
articulated with this wording or the standard text, Aleinu both asserts a pride 
in Jewish destiny and challenges us to go out to the world committed to Jewish 
spiritual values.

And so we bow ְרִעים וֹו  -The prayer mentions a variety of forms of bow .ַוֲאַ�ְח�וּכ �ּכ
ing. In ancient times, korim meant touching the floor with one’s knees, and 
mishtah|.|avim meant bending at the waist. However, the ancient rabbis minimized 
the bowing that takes place in the service, and so today it is customary to simply 
bow one’s head or slightly bend one’s body at this point in the prayer. 

KNOW THIS DAY ם וֹו ֽ ַהיּכ ָ .Deuteronomy 4:39 .ְוָיַדְע�ּכ

We rise:

ַח ַלֲאדֹון ַהֹּכל,  ַׁשֵּבֽ ינּו ל� ָעֵלֽ
ֵראִׁשית,  יֹוֵצר ּב� ֻדָּלה ל� ָלֵתת ּג�
גֹוֵיי ָהֲאָרצֹות,  נּו ּכ� ֶׁשּלֹא ָעָׂשֽ

חֹות ָהֲאָדָמה,  ִמְׁשּפ� נּו ּכ� ֹלא ָׂשָמֽ ו�
נּו ָּכֶהם,  ֶׁשּלֹא ָׂשם ֶחְלֵקֽ

ׇכל־ֲהמֹוָנם.  נּו ּכ� ֹגָרֵלֽ ו�
ִעים ּוִמְׁשַּתֲחִוים ּומֹוִדים,  ְחנּו ּכֹור� b ַוֲאַנֽ

ָלִכים, ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא. ֶלְך ַמְלֵכי ַהּמ� ִלְפֵני ֶמֽ
ֶרץ,  ֹיֵסד ָאֽ ִים ו� ֶׁשהּוא נֹוֶטה ָׁשַמֽ

ַעל,  ִים ִמַּמֽ ָקרֹו ַּבָּׁשַמֽ ּומֹוַׁשב י�
רֹוִמים,  ׇגְבֵהי מ� ּוְׁשִכיַנת ֻעּזֹו ּב�

ינּו ֵאין עֹוד.  הּוא ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ֶפס זּוָלתֹו,  נּו ֶאֽ ֱאֶמת ַמְלֵּכֽ

תֹוָרתֹו:   ַּכָּכתּוב ּב�
ָך,  ָבֶבֽ ָיַדְעָּתֽ ַהּיֹום ַוֲהֵׁשֹבָתֽ ֶאל ל� ו�

ַעל,  ִים ִמַּמֽ ִּכי יהוה הּוא ָהֱאֹלִהים ַּבָּׁשַמֽ
ַחת, ֵאין עֹוד. ֶרץ ִמָּתֽ ַעל ָהָאֽ ו�

Aleinu
We rise:

It is for us to praise the ruler of all, 
to acclaim the Creator, 
who has not made us merely a nation, 
nor formed us as all earthly families, 
nor given us an ordinary destiny. 
a And so we bow, acknowledging the supreme sovereign, 
the Holy One, who is praised—
who spreads out the heavens and establishes the earth, 
whose glory abides in the highest heavens,  
and whose powerful presence resides in the highest heights. 
This is our God, none else; ours is the true sovereign, 
there is no other. 
As it is written in the Torah: 

“Know this day and take it to heart,
that Adonai is God in heaven above and on earth below;
there is no other.”
Aleinu l’shabei∙ah|.| la-adon hakol, 
lateit g’dulah l’yotzer b’reishit, 
shelo asanu k’goyei ha-aratzot, 
v’lo samanu k’mishp’h|.|ot ha-adamah, 
shelo sam h|.|elkeinu kahem,
v’goraleinu k’khol hamonam.
a Va∙anah|.|nu korim u-mishtah|.|avim u-modim,
lifnei melekh malkhei ha-m’lakhim, ha-kadosh barukh hu.
Shehu noteh shamayim v’yosed aretz, 
u-moshav y’karo ba-shamayim mima∙al, 
u-sh’khinat uzo b’govhei m’romim, 
hu eloheinu ein od. 
Emet malkeinu efes zulato, 
ka-katuv b’torato: 
v’yadata ha-yom vahasheivota el l’vavekha, ki Adonai hu ha-elohim 
bashamayim mima∙al, v’al ha-aretz mitah|.|at, ein od.

Siddur Lev Shalem. Copyright © 2016 by the Rabbinical Assembly. 



206  shabbat and festivals ·  musaf service ·  concluding prayers 206  מוסף לשבת ויום טוב · סיום התפילה

Establishing in the 
world the sovereignty 
of the Almighty ן   ְלַ�קּכֵ
י דּכַ ַ ַמְל�וּכ� �ׁש ָלם �ּכְ -Begin .עוֹו
ning in the 19th century, 
this phrase came to be  
seen as similar to Isaiah’s 
call to be a “light unto the 
nations,” and it was thus 
interpreted as a call to uni-
versal justice. In this vein, 
the phrase l’takken olam 
was understood to mean 
“to repair the world”—that 
is, to be partners with God 
in achieving a time of peace 
and righteousness. Even 
earlier, Maimonides (12th 
century) had argued that 
the single most important 
characteristic of messianic 
times would be an end to 
one people dominating 
another (Mishneh Torah, 
Hilkhot Melakhim 12:2).

ADONAI will reign for-
ever and ever יהוה ִיְמלֹוְך 
ָלם ָוֶעד .Exodus 15:18 .ְלעוֹו

On that day ADONAI 
shall be one ם ַההוּכא וֹו יּכ   �ּכַ
 Zechariah .ִיְהֶיה יהוה ֶאָחד
14:9. In reciting the Sh’ma, 
we declare that God is 
one. Through our prayer, 
we hope to make God one 
with the world. As this 
prayer marks the conclu-
sion of the service, it ends 
with a vision of the future.

And so, Adonai our God, we await You, 
that soon we may behold Your strength revealed in full glory, 
sweeping away the abominations of the earth, 
obliterating idols, 
establishing in the world the sovereignty of the Almighty. 
All flesh will call out Your name—
even the wicked will turn toward You. 
Then all who live on earth will understand and know
that to You alone every knee must bend,
all allegiance be sworn. 
They will bow down and prostrate themselves before You, 
 Adonai our God, 
treasure Your glorious name, 
and accept the obligation of Your sovereignty. 
May You soon rule over them forever and ever, 
for true dominion is Yours; 
and You will rule in glory until the end of time. 

▶ As is written in Your Torah: 
“Adonai will reign forever and ever.” 
And as the prophet said: 

“Adonai shall be acknowledged sovereign of all the earth. 
On that day Adonai shall be one, and the name of God, one.”
V’ne∙emar: v’hayah Adonai l’melekh al kol ha-aretz,
bayom hahu yihyeh Adonai eh|.|ad, u-sh’mo eh|.|ad.

We are seated.

ינּו,  ָך יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ַקֶּוה ל� ַעל ֵּכן נ�
ֶרת ֻעֶּזָֽך,  ִתְפֶאֽ ֵהָרה ּב� ִלְראֹות מ�

ֶרץ,  ַהֲעִביר ִּגּלּוִלים ִמן ָהָאֽ ל�
ָהֱאִליִלים ָּכרֹות ִיָּכֵרתּון,  ו�

ַמְלכּות ַׁשַּדי,  ַתֵּקן עֹוָלם ּב� ל�
ָך,  אּו ִבְׁשֶמֽ ֵני ָבָׂשר ִיְקר� ׇכל־ּב� ו�

ֶרץ.  ַהְפנֹות ֵאֶלֽיָך ׇּכל־ִרְׁשֵעי ָאֽ ל�
ֵבי ֵתֵבל,  עּו ׇּכל־יֹוׁש� ֵיד� ירּו ו� ַיִּכֽ

ֶרְך,  ָך ִּתְכַרע ׇּכל־ֶּבֽ ִּכי ל�
ִּתָּׁשַבע ׇּכל־ָלׁשֹון. 

ִיּֽפֹלּו,  עּו ו� ינּו ִיְכר� ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ ל�
נּו,  ָקר ִיֵּתֽ ִלְכבֹוד ִׁשְמָך י� ו�

ָך.  לּו ֻכָּלם ֶאת־ֹעל ַמְלכּוֶתֽ ִויַקּב�
עֹוָלם ָוֶעד, ֵהָרה ל� ִתְמֹלְך ֲעֵליֶהם מ� ו�

ָך ִהיא,  ִּכי ַהַּמְלכּות ֶׁשּל�
ָכבֹוד.  ֵמי ַעד ִּתְמֹלְך ּב� ּוְלֽעֹול�

ֹעָלם ָוֶעד.  ָך: יהוה ִיְמֹלְך ל� תֹוָרֶתֽ ◀ ַּכָּכתּוב ּב�
ֶרץ,  ֶלְך ַעל ׇּכל־ָהָאֽ ֶמֽ ָהָיה יהוה ל� ֶנֱאַמר: ו� ו�
ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ִיְהֶיה יהוה ֶאָחד, ּוְׁשמֹו ֶאָחד.

We are seated.

In the Days to Come
In the days to come,
the Mount of Adonai’s 

house shall stand firm 
above the mountains,

and it shall tower over the 
hills.

The peoples shall gaze on 
it with joy,

and many nations shall go 
and shall say,

“Come, let us go up to the 
Mount of Adonai,

to the House of the God 
of Jacob;

that God may instruct us in 
God’s ways, and that we 
may walk in God’s paths.”

For instruction shall come 
forth from Zion,

and the word of Adonai 
from Jerusalem.

Thus God will judge 
among the many peoples,

and arbitrate for the multi-
tude of nations, however 
distant.

They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares

and their spears into prun-
ing hooks.

Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn 
war anymore;

but everyone shall sit 
under their grapevine or 
fig tree

with no one to disturb 
them.

For it was Adonai of Hosts 
who has spoken.

For the people of every 
nation shall walk in the 
name of their god, but 
we shall walk in the 
name of Adonai, our 
God, forever.

—micah 4:1–5
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Kaddish: The Year
Loss steals language; you 
have nothing to say.
 A loving community 
buttresses you, feeding 
you, telling you when to 
stand and sit, thrusting 
into your slack hand the 
prayer book containing the 
chanted words that, until 
now, only other people 
knew by heart.

—nessa raPoPort

Yahrzeit: The Years
To my astonishment, my 
father returns, some-
times daily, with a power 
that is revelatory. In the 
immediacy of grief, the 
idea that he would be 
“only a thought away” or 
“always with me” seemed 
a not-believable comfort. 
Now, four years later, my 
sisters and I are amazed by 
his presence. We use his 
expressions; we laugh at 
his voice in our heads, for 
we can hear exactly what 
he would say.

—nessa raPoPort
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ַקִּדיׁש ָיתֹום
Mourners and those observing Yahrzeit:

ֵמּה ַרָּבא,  ִיְתַקַּדׁש ׁש� ִיְתַּגַּדל ו�
ָרא, ִּכְרעּוֵתּה,  ָמא ִּדי ב� ָעל�  ּב�

ַחֵּייכֹון ּוְביֹוֵמיכֹון  ַיְמִליְך ַמְלכּוֵתּה ּב� ו�
ׇכל־ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל,  ּוְבַחֵּיי ד�

ַּבֲעָגָלא ּוִבְזַמן ָקִריב, 
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן.  ו�

Congregation and mourners:

ַמָּיא. ֵמי ָעל� ָעַלם ּוְלָעל� ָבַרְך ל� ֵמּה ַרָּבא מ� ֵהא ׁש� י�
 

Mourners:

ִיְתַנֵּׂשא  ִיְתרֹוַמם ו� ִיְתָּפַאר ו� ִיְׁשַּתַּבח ו� ִיְתָּבַרְך ו�
ִריְך הּוא,  ֻקְדָׁשא, ּב� ֵמּה ּד� ִיְתַהַּלל ׁש� ִיְתַעֶּלה ו� ִיְתַהַּדר ו� ו�

]on Shabbat Shuvah we substitute: ָּלא ִמׇּכל־ ֵעֽ ָּלא ל� ֵעֽ ָּלא ִמן ׇּכל־ ]ל� ֵעֽ ל�
ָמא,  ָעל� ֶנָחָמָתא ַּדֲאִמיָרן ּב� ָחָתא ו� ִׁשיָרָתא ֻּתְׁשּב� ִּבְרָכָתא ו�

ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ו�
   

ַחִּיים  ַמָּיֽא ו� א ִמן ׁש� א ַרָּבֽ ָלָמֽ ֵהא ׁש� י�
ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל,  ינּו ו� ָעֵלֽ

ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן.  ו�
 ֹעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום ִּבְמרֹוָמיו הּוא ַיֲעֶׂשה ָׁשלֹום 

ֵבי ֵתֵבל[,  ַעל ׇּכל־יֹוׁש� ַעל ׇּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל ]ו� ינּו ו� ָעֵלֽ
ִאְמרּו ָאֵמן. ו�

Some congregations recite Anim Z’mirot here; see page 208.
Some congregations conclude with Adon Olam on page 211;
others conclude with other Shabbat songs (see pages 212 and 82–85).

Mourner’s Kaddish
Mourners and those observing Yahrzeit:

May God’s great name be exalted and hallowed throughout 
the created world, as is God’s wish. May God’s sovereignty 
soon be established, in your lifetime and in your days, and in
the days of all the house of Israel. And we say: Amen.
Congregation and mourners:

May God’s great name be acknowledged forever and ever!
Mourners:

May the name of the Holy One be acknowledged and 
 celebrated, lauded and worshipped, exalted and honored, 
extolled and acclaimed—though God, who is blessed,  
b’rikh hu, is truly [on Shabbat Shuvah we add: far] beyond all  
acknowledgment and praise, or any expressions of gratitude or 
consolation ever spoken in the world. And we say: Amen.

May heaven bestow on us, and on all Israel, life and abundant 
and lasting peace. And we say: Amen.

May the one who creates peace on high bring peace to us and 
to all Israel [and to all who dwell on earth]. And we say: Amen.

Mourners and those observing Yahrzeit:
Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba, b’alma di v’ra, kiruteih, v’yamlikh 
malkhuteih b’h|.|ayeikhon u-v’yomeikhon u-v’h|.|ayei d’khol beit yisrael, 
ba∙agala u-vizman kariv, v’imru amen.

Congregation and mourners:
Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varakh l’alam u-l’almei almaya.

Mourners:
Yitbarakh v’yishtabah|.| v’yitpa∙ar v’yitromam v’yitnasei 
v’yit∙hadar v’yitaleh v’yit∙halal sh’meih d’kudsha, b’rikh hu, 
l’eila min kol [on Shabbat Shuvah we substitute: l’eila l’eila mikol] birkhata 
v’shirata tushb’h|.|ata v’neh|.|amata da∙amiran b’alma, v’imru amen.

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya v’h|.|ayim aleinu v’al kol yisrael,  
v’imru amen.

Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya∙aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisrael  
[v’al kol yosh’vei teiveil], v’imru amen.

Some congregations recite Anim Z'mirot here; see page 208.
Some congregations conclude with Adon Olam on page 211;
others conclude with other Shabbat songs (see pages 212 and 82–85).
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a song of glory יר ִ  �ׁש
ד �וֹו  Sometimes called .ַה�ּכָ
by its first two words, Anim 
Z’mirot is ascribed to Judah 
the Pious of Regensburg 
(d. 1217), one of the most 
important figures of Ḥasidei 
Ashkenaz, the 13th-century 
German pietist move-
ment. The poem asserts 
that human beings cannot 
grasp God’s mysterious 
nature, but that prophetic 
metaphors and rabbinic 
allusions allow us to 
imagine God’s glory, kavod, 
and to see a “shadow” of 
the Divine. Many of these 
images were significant for 
the spiritual vocabulary of 
Ḥasidei Ashkenaz. For in-
stance, the light emanating 
from God’s head and God’s 
crown were important 
images of mystic contem-
plation. 
 The first four verses of 
the poem constitute an in-
troduction. This is followed 

by an enumeration of images in verses arranged in an alphabetic acrostic. The concluding verses of the  poem 
are a personal plea that God hear our prayers. Some recite Shir Hakavod on each Shabbat; others include it 
only on festivals. Some recite it here, others at the conclusion of Shah|.|arit, and many others at the beginning of 
the entire service.

Your glory ָך ֶדֽ ְ��וֹו  As noted above, God’s “glory” frequently has a technical meaning in medieval Jewish .�ּכִ
mystical thought: it is that aspect of God which is accessible to humans. The Bible reports that at Sinai God’s 
“glory” descended on the mountain (Exodus 24:15), and similarly Moses asks to see God’s “glory” (Exodus 33:18).

Your prophets יָך  ,The poet will use only metaphors previously offered by prophets and sages—that is .ְ�ִ�יֶאֽ
those that were adduced by divine inspiration.

in accord with Your deeds ָך ֽ�ֶ ֻעלּכָ ְ וּכ ְלֽ�ֹוֶקף פּכ �ּכ -No human being can have a direct encounter with God’s es .�ּכִ
sence (God’s “face”), but we can experience God’s impact in the world (God’s “back”).

You are the singular one ָך ֶאָחד  ,The word eh|.|ad (literally “one”) references the Sh’ma. Jewish mystics .ִה�ּכְ
while eloquently describing the myriad manifestations of God, insist that God is ultimately “one.”

as old and as young �ֲחרוּכ�ַ  In commenting on the first words of the Decalogue, “I am Adonai, your .ִזְקָ�ה וּכ
God, who took you out of the land of Egypt,” Rashi (1040–1105, northern France), reprising the midrash, 
writes: “Do not think that because I appear to you in different guises—at Sinai as an elder and at the Sea as a 
young warrior—there are multiple deities; it is I who took you out.”

the prime of youth �ֲחרוּכ ַ  As vocalized, the Hebrew means “youthful.” However, the word also contains .ְו�ׁש
the same letters as the word for “black” (shah|.|or), as opposed to gray hair as a sign of age.

a victory helmet ָעה וּכ ַ�ע ְי�ׁש וֹו  The image is taken from the language of Isaiah: “God donned righteousness .�ּכֽ
like a coat of mail, with a helmet of victory on God’s head” (59:17).

Some congregations recite this song at the conclusion of the service.

ִמירֹות ִׁשיר ַהָּכבֹוד: ַאְנִעים ז�
ִׁשיִרים ֶאֱאֹרֹג, ִּכי ֵאֶלֽיָך ַנְפִׁשי ַתֲעֹרג.  ִמירֹות ו� ַאְנִעים ז�

ָך.  ַעת ׇּכל־ָרז סֹוֶדֽ ָך, ָלַדֽ ֵצל ָיֶדֽ ָדה ּב� ַנְפִׁשי ָחמ�
יָך. ָך, הֹוֶמה ִלִּבי ֶאל ּדֹוֶדֽ ִרי ִּבְכבֹוֶדֽ ִמֵּדי ַדּב�

ִדידֹות. ִׁשיֵרי י� ִׁשְמָך ֲאַכֵּבד ּב� ָך ִנְכָּבדֹות, ו� ַעל ֵּכן ֲאַדֵּבר ּב�
יָך. ַדְעִּתֽ ֹלא י� ָך ו� ָך ֲאַכּנ� יָך, ֲאַדּמ� ִאיִתֽ ֹלא ר� ָך ו� בֹוד� ָרה כ� ֲאַסּפ�

ָך. בֹוד הֹוֶדֽ יָת ֲהַדר ּכ� יָך, ִּדִּמֽ סֹוד ֲעָבֶדֽ יָך ּב� ִביֶאֽ ַיד נ� ּב�
ָך. ֻעָּלֶתֽ ֽתֶֹקף ּפ� ָך ִּכּֽנּו ל� ָך ּוְגבּוָרֶתֽ ֻדָּלת� ּג�

יָך. ִפי ַמֲעֶׂשֽ ִפי ֶיְׁשָך, ַוַּיְׁשֽוּוָך ל� ֹלא כ� ָך ו� ִּדּֽמּו אֹות�
ׇכל־ִּדְמיֹונֹות. ָך ֶאָחד ּב� רֹוב ֶחְזיֹונֹות, ִהּנ� ִהְמִׁשיֽלּוָך ּב�

ַׁשֲחרּות. ֵׂשיָבה ו� ָך ּב� ָך ִזְקָנה ּוַבֲחרּות, ּוְׂשַער ֹראׁש� ַוֶּיֱחזּו ב�
ָרב,  יֹום ק� יֹום ִּדין ּוַבֲחרּות ּב� ִזְקָנה ּב�

ִאיׁש ִמְלָחמֹות ָיָדיו לֹו ָרב.  ּכ�
ֹראׁשֹו,  ׁשּוָעה ּב� ָחַבׁש ּֽכֹוַבע י�

ִמינֹו ּוְזֽרֹוַע ׇקְדׁשֹו. יָעה ּלֹו י�  הֹוִׁשֽ
         continued

Some congregations recite this song at the conclusion of the service.

A Song of Glory: Anim Z’mirot
I shall chant melodies and weave together verses, 
for my soul thirsts for You.

My soul longs to live in the shadow of Your hand,
that I might learn the secrets of Your mysterious being.

Even before speaking any words describing Your glory, 
already my heart sings of Your love.

I would, therefore, ever glorify You, 
and honor Your name with songs of love.

Though I have never seen You, I would tell of Your glory: 
I imagine You, I describe You, but I know You not.

In the words of Your prophets and mysteries revealed to the faithful,
You provided images of glorious majesty.

Your greatness and Your power 
were pictured in accord with Your deeds.

They portrayed You not as You truly are, 
but imagined You from what You had created.

In endless visions and countless metaphors they described You,
but through it all, You are the singular one.

They represented You as old and as young,
with graying hair and in the prime of youth:

as an elder on the Day of Judgment, and as a youth in time of war, 
as a soldier who was fully armed,

and with a victory helmet on Your head, 
having won battles with Your right hand and holy arm—

                        continued

Anim z’mirot v’shirim e·erog, ki eilekha nafshi ta·arog.
 Nafshi h|.|amdah b’tzel yadekha, lada·at kol raz sodekha.
Midei dabri bikhvodekha, homeh libi el dodekha.
 Al ken adabeir b’kha nikhbadot, v’shimkha akhabeid b’shirei y’didot.
Asaprah kh’vodkha v’lo re’itikha, adam’kha akhankha v’lo y’datikha.
 B’yad n’vi·ekha b’sod avadekha, dimita hadar k’vod hodekha.
G’dulat’kha u-g’vuratekha, kinu l’tokef pe’ulatekha.
 Dimu ot’kha v’lo kh’fi yeshkha, v’yashvukha l’fi ma·asekha.
Himshilukha b’rov h|.|ezyonot, hin’kha eh|.|ad b’khol dimyonot.
 Va-yeh|.|ezu v’kha ziknah u-vah|.|arut, u-sar rosh’kha b’seivah v’shah|.|arut.
Ziknah b’yom din u-vah|.|arut b’yom krav,  
k’ish milh|.|amot yadav lo rav.
 H|.|avash kova y’shu·ah b’rosho, hoshi·ah lo y’mino u-zro·a kodsho.
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drops of light ַטְלֵלי 
� רוֹו  Here the poet .אוֹו
changes imagery and be-
gins talking of God’s head 
and God’s crown.

crown of glory �ֶר  ַלֲעֶטֽ
 The phrase refers to .ְצִ�י
a deer’s antlers (see Isaiah 
28:5). The deer raising 
its antlers is a graceful 
demonstration of strength 
and readiness. In this and in 
two verses below (tifarah, 
“the height of glory”), the 
poet articulates a mutual-
ity: God crowns Israel with 
glory and Israel crowns God 
with glory.

forehead inscribed ְוַחק 
ַצח  The High Priest .ַעל ֵמֽ
wore a gold band on his 
forehead on which the 
words “Holy unto Adonai” 
were engraved. The ancient 
rabbis imagined God in-
scribed with a correspond-
ing insignia.

with long black curls � רוֹו חוֹו ְ ים �ׁש לּכִ ְל�ּכַ .This is the way the male lover is depicted in the Song of Songs (5:11) .�ּכַ

The abode of righteousness ֶדק ֽ -In this section the poet moves to ideas of redemption, and empha .ְ�ֵוה ַהצּכֶ
sizes Israel’s loyalty to God as a manifestation of God’s glory. The midrash declares that in the end of days, 
the tribe of Levi will no longer bless Israel, but rather God alone will, as it is written: “Adonai, the abode of 
righteousness, will bless you.. .” (Midrash Tanh|.|uma, Lekh L’kha 5, quoting Jeremiah 31:22).

God’s splendor ֵארוֹו ְ  T’fillin are called by the rabbis pe’eir, “splendor.” Thus “God’s splendor is on me” can .פּכ
be read as: “I am adorned with God’s t’fillin.” According to the rabbinic imagination, God too wears t’fillin—
which, in turn, glorify Israel. The verse inscribed inside God’s t’fillin is: “Is there a single nation like you in the 
world, O Israel?” (2 Samuel 7:23). In this view, when Moses saw God’s back (but not God’s face), he saw the 
t’fillin knot on the back of God’s head—that is, God’s splendor (Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 6a).

dressed in red ם וֹו ָאדוֹו �ׁש  The poet draws on the imagery of Isaiah: “Who is this coming from Edom? . . . It .ִלְל�וּכ
is I who speak of righteousness, surely triumphant. Why is Your clothing so red? Your garments like someone 
who treads grapes? I trod out a vintage alone . . . there was no one with Me. I trod them down in My anger . . . 
their life-force bespattered My garments, and all My clothing was stained” (63:1–3). Isaiah's imagery is a play 
on the name “Edom,” derived from the Hebrew word for “red.” In Jewish tradition, Edom became the name 
for all those empires that would oppress Israel. Thus, the Talmud refers to Rome as Edom, and refugees from 
Germany in the 1930s reported that they were sustained by preachers who referred to the downfall of Edom. 

TREADING THE WINEPRESS ָרה ְ�ׇדְר�וֹו וּכ .Meaning to stomp on the Edomites, the oppressors of the people Israel .פּכ

humble Moses ֶלָעָ�ו. Moses is said to be the most humble of all human beings (Numbers 12:3).

ְיָלה. יֵסי ָלֽ ִסֽ ֻוּצֹוָתיו ר� ֵלי אֹורֹות ֹראׁשֹו ִנְמָלא, ק� ַטל�
ִבי.  ֶרת צ� הּוא ִיְהֶיה ִלי ַלֲעֶטֽ ִיְתָּפֵאר ִּבי ִּכי ָחֵפץ ִּבי, ו�

מּות ֹראׁשֹו,  ֶתם ָטהֹור ָּפז ּד� ֶּכֽ
בֹוד ֵׁשם ׇקְדׁשֹו. ַצח ּכ� ַחק ַעל ֵמֽ  ו�

ָרה ֲעָטָרה. ִבי ִתְפָאָרה, ֻאָּמתֹו לֹו ִעּט� ֵחן ּוְלָכבֹוד צ� ל�
ֻחרֹות,  ִביֵמי ב� פֹות ֹראׁשֹו ּכ�  ַמְחל�
חֹורֹות. ֻוּצֹוָתיו ַּתְלַּתִּלים ׁש�  ק�

ִבי ִתְפַאְרּתֹו, ַיֲעֶלה ָּנא ַעל ֹראׁש ִׂשְמָחתֹו. ֶדק צ� ֵוה ַהֶּצֽ נ�
ֶרת. ִבי ִתְפֶאֽ לּוָכה צ� ֶרת, ּוְצִניף מ� ָידֹו ֲעֶטֽ ִהי ב� ֻגָּלתֹו ּת� ס�

ָדם.  ֵעיָניו ִּכּב� רּו ב� ָדם, ֵמֲאֶׁשר ָיק� ֶרת ִעּנ� ָׂשָאם ֲעֶטֽ ֲעמּוִסים נ�
ׇקְרִאי ֵאָליו. ָקרֹוב ֵאַלי ּב� ֵארֹו ָעַלי ּוְפֵאִרי ָעָליו, ו� ּפ�

בֹואֹו ֵמֱאדֹום. ׇדְרכֹו ּב� ָאדֹום ִלְלבּוׁשֹו ָאדֹום, ּפּוָרה ב� ַצח ו�
ֶנֶֽגד ֵעיָניו. מּוַנת יהוה ל� ִפִּלין ֶהְרָאה ֶלָעָנו, ּת� ֶׁשר ּת� ֶקֽ

ִהְתָּפֵאר. ִהּלֹות ָּבם ל� ָפֵאר, יֹוֵׁשב ּת� ַעּמֹו ֲעָנִוים י� רֹוֶצה ב�
continued

Your curls are full of drops of light, 
Your locks wet with the dew of the night.

God will have pride in me, for God delights in me,  
and will be for me a crown of glory.

The image of God’s face is pure shining gold,
the forehead inscribed with the divine holy name.

In love, in honor, to express the height of glory, 
this people fashioned God’s kingly crown.

The locks on God’s head are 
a youth’s long black curls.

May the abode of righteousness, the height of God’s glory, 
be God’s greatest delight.

God’s treasured people shall be held as a garland in God’s hand,
a royal wreath of beauty and glory,

carried on high, adorned with a crown,
honored with what is most precious in Divinity’s eyes.

God’s splendor shall be mine and mine shall be God’s; 
for God is near to me as I cry out.

God is radiant and ruddy, dressed in red, 
having come from Edom, treading the winepress.

Humble Moses viewed the knot of God’s tefillin
as he beheld God’s very image.

God delights in this humble people and will raise them up in glory;
God shall dwell amidst their praises, glorified through them.

                     continued

Tal’lei orot rosho nimla, k’vutzotav r’sisei lailah.
 Yitpa·eir bi ki h|.|afetz bi, v’hu yihyeh li la-ateret tz’vi.
Ketem tahor paz d’mut rosho, v’h|.|ak al metzah|.| k’vod shem kodsho.
 L’h|.|en u-l’khavod tz’vi tifarah, umato lo itrah atarah.
Mah|.|l’fot rosho k’vimei v’h|.|urot, k’vutzotav taltalim sheh|.|orot.
 N’vei ha-tzedek tz’vi tifarto, ya·aleh na al rosh simh|.|ato.
S’gulato t’hi v’yado ateret, u-tz’nif m’lukhah tz’vi tiferet.
 Amusim n’sa·am ateret indam, mei-asher yakru v’einav kibdam.
Pe’eiro alai u-fe’eiri alav, v’karov eilai b’kori eilav.
 Tzah|.| v’adom lilvusho adom, purah v’dorkho b’vo·o mei-edom.
Kesher t’filin herah le-anav, t’munat Adonai l’neged einav.
 Rotzeh v’amo anavim y’fa·eir, yoshev t’hilot bam l’hitpa·eir.
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You uttered truth 
from the first ְרָך�ָ  רֹוא�ׁש דּכְ
 The poet is quoting .ֱאֶמ�
Psalm 119:160, sometimes 
translated as: “The essence 
of Your teaching is  truth.” 
(See above, page 117, at the 
psalm for Shavuot.) The 
poet may mean that God’s 
promise to redeem Israel 
holds true in every genera-
tion. Also, the last letters 
of the first three words 
of Genesis (ָרא ית �ּכָ ִ ֵרא�ׁש  �ּכְ
 are alef, mem, and (ֱאלֹוִהים
tav, which spell the word  
”.truth“ ,(emet) ֱאֶמ�
 Since this verse repeats 
the letter reish and seems 
to introduce a thought not 
otherwise developed in 
the poem, there are some 
scholars who think that it is 
a later interpolation.

a savory offering ן וֹו �ּכ  �ּכִ
 Psalm 141:2: “Take .ְקֽטֹוֶר�
my prayer as an incense 
offering . . .”

Nod agreement ֲעַ�ע ִלי רֹוא�ׁש�ַ�ְ. A reference to an anthro-
pomorphic story from the Babylonian Talmud, in which 
God responds to a sage’s blessing with a nod of God’s head 
(Berakhot 7a). The same word, rosh, is used to indicate 
the “choice perfume” that was used for anointing in the 
sanctuary.

my soul thirsts � י ַ�ֲערוֹו ִ -The poet draws on the lan .ַ�ְפ�ׁש
guage of Psalm 42:2, concluding the poem with the same 
image of yearning with which it began.

Yours, Adonai, is the greatness ה ֻדלּכָ  .ְלָך יהוה ַה�ּכְ
1 Chronicles 29:11. This verse inspired the mystics who 
developed the system of the s’firot, aspects of God that hu-
man beings perceive. Many of the names of the s’firot are 
drawn from this verse, including G’vurah (triumph), Tiferet 
(glory), Netzah|.| (eternity), and Hod (splendor). Similarly, 
to evoke the variety of the aspects of God, this verse is 
chanted when the Torah scroll is removed from the ark 
and carried in a procession around the sanctuary.

Who can tell ל  .Psalm 106:2 .ִמי ְיַמלּכֵ

As you called the world into being, You uttered truth from the first;
in each generation You seek the people who seek You.

Place my many songs before You 
and let my prayers reach You.

May my songs be a crown on Your head,
and accept my prayers as a savory offering. 

May the song of one without merit 
be to You like those sung over the sacrifices You received.

Take account of my praise, Sustainer, 
Creator, Life-giver, Supremely Righteous One. 

Nod agreement to my blessings; 
receive them as choice perfume upon Your head.

May my words please You, 
for my soul thirsts for You.

Yours, Adonai, is the greatness, the strength and the glory, 
the triumph and the splendor—for everything in heaven and  
on earth is Yours.
Yours, Adonai, is the sovereignty and the majesty above all.
▶ Who can tell of Adonai’s power?
Who can proclaim all of God’s praises?

Rosh d’varkha emet korei mei-rosh, 
dor vador am doresh’kha d’rosh.
 Sheet hamon shirai na alekha, v’rinati tikrav eilekha.
T’hilati t’hi l’rosh’kha ateret, u-t’filati tikon k’toret.
 Tikar shirat rash b’einekha, ka-shir yushar al korbanekha.
Birkhati ta·aleh l’rosh mashbir, m’h|.|oleil u-molid tzadik kabir.
 U-v’virkhati t’na·ana li rosh, v’otah kah|.| l’kha 
 ki-v’samim rosh.
Ye·erav na sih|.|i alekha, ki nafshi ta·arog eilekha.

Read quietly: L’kha Adonai ha-g’dulah v’ha-g’vurah v’ha-tiferet  
v’ha-netzah|.| v’ha-hod, ki khol ba-shamayim uva·aretz,  
l’kha Adonai ha-mamlakhah v’ha-mitnasei l’khol l’rosh.

▶ All together: Mi y’maleil g’vurot Adonai, yashmi·a kol t’hilato.

Some congregations recite Mourner’s Kaddish here; see page 207.

ָך ֱאֶמת קֹוֵרא ֵמֹראׁש,  ָבר� ֹראׁש ּד�
רֹוׁש.  ּדֹור ָודֹור ַעם ּדֹוֶרְׁשָך ּד�

ִרָּנִתי ִּתְקַרב ֵאֶלֽיָך. ִׁשית ֲהמֹון ִׁשיַרי ָנא ָעֶלֽיָך, ו�
ֽטֶֹרת. ֶרת, ּוְתִפָּלִתי ִּתּכֹון ק� ָך ֲעֶטֽ ֹראׁש� ִהי ל� ִהָּלִתי ּת� ּת�

ֵעיֶנֽיָך, ַּכִּׁשיר יּוַׁשר ַעל ׇקְרָּבֶנֽיָך. ִּתיַקר ִׁשיַרת ָרׁש ּב�
חֹוֵלל ּומֹוִליד ַצִּדיק ַּכִּביר. ֹראׁש ַמְׁשִּביר, מ� ִּבְרָכִתי ַתֲעֶלה ל�
ָך ִּכְבָׂשִמים ֹראׁש. אֹוָתּה ַקח ל� ַנֲעַנע ִלי ֹראׁש, ו� ּוְבִבְרָכִתי ת�

ֶיֱעַרב ָנא ִׂשיִחי ָעֶלֽיָך, ִּכי ַנְפִׁשי ַתֲעֹרג ֵאֶלֽיָך. 

ַההֹוד,  ַהֵּנַֽצח ו� ֶרת ו� ַהִּתְפֶאֽ בּוָרה ו� ַהּג� ֻדָּלה ו� ָך יהוה ַהּג� ל�
ָך יהוה ַהַּמְמָלָכה,  ֶרץ, ל� ִים ּוָבָאֽ ִּכי ֹכל ַּבָּׁשַמֽ

ֹראׁש.  ֹכל ל� ַהִּמְתַנֵּׂשא ל� ו�
ִהָּלתֹו. יַע ׇּכל־ּת� בּורֹות יהוה, ַיְׁשִמֽ ַמֵּלל ּג� ◀ ִמי י�

 Some congregations recite Mourner’s Kaddish here; see page 207.
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The service concludes with a song. Two choices are given here, 
but other songs may be selected, such as those on pages 82–85.

א
adon olam
Before creation shaped the world,
    eternally God reigned alone;
but only with creation done
    could God as Sovereign be known.
When all is ended, God alone
    will reign in wondrous majesty.
God was, God is, always will be
    glorious in eternity.
God is unique and without peer,
    with none at all to be compared. 
Without beginning, endlessly,
    God’s vast dominion is not shared. 
But still—my God, my only hope,
    my one true refuge in distress, 
My shelter sure, my cup of life,
    with goodness real and limitless.  
I place my spirit in God’s care;
    my body too can feel God near. 
When I sleep, as when I wake,
    God is with me, I have no fear.

Adon olam asher malakh b’terem kol y’tzir nivra.
L’et na·asah v’h|.|eftzo kol azai melekh sh’mo nikra.
V’ah|.|arei ki-kh’lot ha-kol l’vado yimlokh nora.
V’hu hayah v’hu hoveh v’hu yihyeh b’tifarah. 
V’hu eh|.|ad v’ein sheni l’hamshil lo l’hah|.|birah. 
B’li reishit b’li takhlit v’lo ha-oz v’ha-misrah.
V’hu eli v’h|.|ai go·ali v’tzur h|.|evli b’et tzarah. 
V’hu nisi u-manos li m’nat kosi b’yom ekra.
B’yado afkid ruh|.|i b’eit ishan v’a·irah
V’im ruh|.|i g’viyati Adonai li v’lo ira.

The service concludes with a song. Two choices are given here, 
but other songs may be selected, such as those on pages 82–85.

א
ִציר ִנְבָרא. ֶרם ׇּכל־י� ֶטֽ ּב� ֲאדֹון עֹוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ָמַלְך, 
מֹו ִנְקָרא. ֶלְך ׁש� ֲאַזי ֶמֽ ֶחְפצֹו ֹּכל,  ֵעת ַנֲעָׂשה ב� ל�

ַבּדֹו ִיְמֹלְך נֹוָרא. ל� ַאֲחֵרי ִּכְכלֹות ַהֹּכל,  ו�
ִתְפָאָרה. הּוא ִיְהֶיה ּב� ו� הּוא ֹהֶוה,  הּוא ָהָיה ו� ו�

יָרה. ַהְחִּבֽ ַהְמִׁשיל לֹו ל� ל� ֵאין ֵׁשִני,  הּוא ֶאָחד ו� ו�
ַהִּמְׂשָרה. לֹו ָהֹעז ו� ו� ִלי ַתְכִלית,  ִלי ֵראִׁשית ּב� ּב�

ֵעת ָצָרה. צּור ֶחְבִלי ּב� ו� ַחי ֹּגֲאִלי,  הּוא ֵאִלי ו� ו�
יֹום ֶאְקָרא. ָנת ּכֹוִסי ּב� מ� הּוא ִנִּסי ּוָמנֹוס ִלי,  ו�

יָרה. ָאִעֽ ֵעת ִאיַׁשן ו� ּב� ָידֹו ַאְפִקיד רּוִחי,  ּב�
ֹלא ִאיָרא. יהוה ִלי ו� ִוָּיִתי,  ִעם רּוִחי ּג� ו�

Adon Olam ָלם ן עוֹו  It .ֲאדוֹו
is unclear who authored 
this thousand-year-old 
poem, but it appears in the 
beginning of the morning 
service, at the conclusion 
of the Musaf (additional) 
service, and also at the end 
of evening services, in both 
the Ashkenazic and Seph-
ardic liturgies. (The latter 
version, however, contains 
several more verses than 
are found in the former.) 
The poem is composed of 
two parts. The first half 
of the poem is a series of 
philosophic or credal state-
ments about God. But as it 
moves toward its conclu-
sion, the poem changes 
in mood and becomes a 
personal statement of faith 
and even of intimacy with 
God. This idea is expressed 
in the penultimate line 
with the words b’yado afkid 
ruh|.|i, “I place my spirit in 
God’s care.” 
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