rightecusness? 52. Joseph, in the time of his disiress, kept the
commandments, and became lord of Egypr. 5% Phineas, our
ancestor, for his zeal received the promise of crernal priesi-
hood. 54. Joshua kept the Law and became a judge in Israel.
55. Caleb for bearing witmess in the congregation gained
inheritance of land as his rewsird, 56, David Fon heing merciful
inherited the throne of an everlasting kingdom, 57, Elijah,
because of his love of the Law, was taken up to heaven, G8.
Hananiah, Azanah and Mishael, because they had Gaith, were
rescued from the fire. 59, Daniel for his integrity was saved
from the mouth of the lions. 60. Consider how, throughout
every gencration, none who trust in Him lack strengih. Gl
And do not Fear a wicked man's wards, because his glory will
end in filth and worms. G2, Today he may be in high honor, bui
tomorrow he will nowhere be founid, because he will have
returned to the duost, and the memory of him will have
vamished. 63, But vou, v children, be strong and courageous
for the Law, for by it vou will achieve great glory, 64, Now here
is Simon your brother; T know that he is o man of wisdom.
Listen to him always, for he shall be a [ather o you. G5, Judah
Maccabee has been sirong and brave from his youth; he shall
be your captain and hght the people's war. 66. And all of you
must gather together those who observe the Law, and avenge
your people’s wrangs. 67. Repay the pagans for what they have
done, and heed the Law's commands.”™

68. Then Mattathias blessed them and was gathered to his
fathers. 69. He died in the year 146, and his sons buried him in
the tomb of his fathers at Modin. All Tsrael made a loud lament
for him.
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2:90 HE DIED IN THE YEAR 146 In Seleucid reckoning it was
146, or 166 B.C.E,
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chapter three The War Under Judah

1. Then his son Judah, who was called Maccabee, took his
father's place. 2, He had the support of all his brothers, as well
as all his father’s followers, and they fought Israel's war with
spirit.

3. He increased Ins people’s glovy Lar amd wide.
He put aon a breastplaie like a giant,
sl givded on his weapons of wan,
He set battles in arrvay,
protechng his army with his sword,
4. He was like a lion in his actions,
like o lion's cob voarving for its prey.
. He hunted and vacked down
those who broke the Law,
and consumed those who troubled the peaple,
6. Those who violated the Law cowered for fear of him,
all who broke the Law were confused,
and hreedom was accomplishicd by his Toaned.
He angered many kings,
but made Jacob glad by his deeds;
he is remembered forever in Dlessing.
8. He went among the towns of Judea,
he destroyed the godless there,
and wrned away the anger from Lsracl,
9. To the furthermost places he was renowned,
and he saved o people From destructon,

=1

1{. Now Apollonius gathered together a large pagan
army from Samaria, to fight against Israel, 11. When Judah
heard of it, he marched out to meet him and he defeated and
killed him. Many lell woundesd, and the vrest made their escape.

3:10 APOLLONIUS. According to Josephus, Apollonius was
governor of Samaria. A good partof hisarmy consisted of Samaritns,
enemies of the Judeans from the tme of the bulding of the Scecond
Temple.
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3:1-9 THEN HIS SON JUDAH. Poetic tribute is paid o Judah
by way of introduction 1o his heroic achievements, Judah is now the
pivoial hgore in the struggle toward victory.,
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12."Then they took their arms, from among which Judah took
the sword of Apollonius, and fought with it for the rest of his
life.
13. When Seron, the commander of the Syrian army,
heard that Judah had gathered a force of faithful men about
him, many of them experienced in warfare, 14. he said, *1 will
make a great name for myself and achieve a reputation in the
empire by making war on Judah and those who are with him,
who rebel against the king's command.” 15 And with him
there marched a strong expedition of godless men, to help him
take vengeance on the Israclites. 16. When he reached the pass
of Beth-horon, Judah moved forward to meet him with a small
company of men. 17, When his followers saw the army coming
against them, they said to Judah, “How can so few of us in
number fight against so many? Besides, we are weak, [or we
have had nothing to eat roday.”

18. Judah replied, "Many can be overpowered by a few. It
makes no difference to Heaven to save by many or by few, 19.
Victory in batle does not depend on the size of the army, but
rather on strength that comes from Heaven. 20. They are
coming against us, full of violence and lawlessness, to destroy
us, our wives, and our children. They come o plunder us, 21,
But we are fighting for our lives and our Law. 22, He Himself
will crush them before us. You have no need 1o fear them.”

23. When he hnished speaking, Judah launched a sudden
attack, and Seron and his army were crushed before him, 24.
They pursued them from the pass of Beth-horon to the plain,
and about eight hundred men were slain: the rest made their
escape into the land of the Philistines. 25. It was then that the
fear and dread of Judah and his brothers began to spread
among the pagans around them. 26. His fame reached the
auention of the king, and the story of his battles was told
among all the peoples.

3:25 THE FEAR AND DREAD OF JUDAH. Until this paint,
Judah was looked upon as a guerilla nuisance. Bul the victary over
General Seron and hisarmy showed Judah to be aserious threat to e
Syrian rulers.
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A:18 I'HE PASS OF BETH-HORON. Beth-horon is ::ﬂ.““"
twelve miles northwest of Jerusalem. It was an impnri:‘ufl ]n\l:l‘..lr)'
station and the scene of many battles. Becanse of its strategic location
Beth-horon was the key to the capture of Jerusalem.

5. 1892 MANY CAN BE OVERPOW ERED Y A FEW. 'IL.“L']I
Maccahee's adidress belore battde is brief but impassioned. He |.t~c‘11-:'w=ls
in the justice of their cause and is convinced of victory under God's
puicdance.
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27. When King Antiochus heard these reports, he was
enraged, and he gathered wogether all the forces ol his cimpire,
avery powerful expeduion. 28, e opencd his treasury, gave
his forces a year's pay, and ordered them 1o be prepared for
any duty. 29, But he found that the money in his treasury hiud
run short. The revenues had dwindled because of the discord
and violence he had brought upon the land by abolishing the
Laws which had existed from carliest times. 30, He now feared
lest he might not have enough, as ha happened once or twice
before, for the expenses and for the giftis he had heen
accustomed to distribute with even maore extravagance than
any of the kings who ruled before him, 31. For a time he was
perplexed; then he dedided to go to Persia, collect the tribute
due from the provinees, and raise a large sum of money. 32, He
left Lysias, a renowned member of royal descent, as governor
ol the territories between the Fuphrates and the Egypian
frontier. 33. He also entrusted him 1o be the guardian of his
son, Antiochus, unul his return. 34, He handed over to Lysias
half of his armed forces, and the elephants. He gave him
orders about everything he wanted done, espwecially about the
inhabitants of Judea and Jerusalem. 35, Against these Lysias
was ordered to send an army o root out and destroy the
strength of Isracl and the remnant of Jerusalemn, 1o erase their
memory from that place. 36. He was to settle forcigners in all
their borders, and to distribute their land among them.

37. Then the king 100k the remaining half of his armed
forces and set out from Antioch, his re wal city, in the year 147,
He crossed the Fuphrates River, and marched through the
upper provinces.

38. Meanwhile Lysias chose Prolemy, son of Dorymencs,
with Nicanor and Gorgias, mighty men of the Friends of the
King, 39. and sent with them forty thousane infantry and
seven thousand cavalry, 1o go 1o Judah and to destroy it as the
king had commanded. 40. They set out with all their forees and
cencamped near Emmaus in the plin country, 41. The

3:440 EMMAUS. Modern Ammas, which is approximately
twenty-two miles from Jerusalem on the road 1o Jalfa,
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&:29 HIS TREASURY HAD RUN SHORT. Anticchus was

dependent on a mercenary army; the Judean highters were dedicated
patnols,

3:54 THE ELEPHANTS. These were valuable in the ancient
military arsenal, the equivalent of modern tanks, They trampled
obstacles, were hard o muack and carried troops.

5:57 FROM ANTIOUH. In Synia, this city was on the left bank

of the Orontes,
THE YEAR 147, 165 B.CCE. )
THE UPPER PROVINCES. Persia and Media,
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merchants of the country heard abou them
quantity of silver and gold, with a supply of fe
buy the Israelites for slaves. An army from Syria
Joined Lysias, too.

42. When Judah and his |
had become critical,
borders, they knew,
issued for the comple
said to one another,
COME upon ou
Temple,” 44,
ready for war

“Let us repair the evil fortune which has
T people; let us fight for our nation and for (e
They gathered together i Tull assermbly 1o e
cand o pray and to seek divine mercy.

45. Jerusalem was descried, like 2 wilderness:
none of her children went in ar out.

L he Sanctuary was shattered,
and sons of pagans were in the cir
Joy was tiken awn Tronn Jacal,
and the flute and the harp ceased.

46. They gathered togethe:
Jerusalem, forin e

Mizpeh. 47,

at Mizpeh, opposite
arlier times Israel had a place of prayer in
That day they {asted, pul on sack-cloth, put ashes
on their heads, and tore their garments, 48, They unrolled the
Scroll of the Law, upon which the pagans had drawn likenesses
of their idols. 49, They brought out the priestly garments and
the first fruits and the tithes: they gathered the Nazirites who
had completed their vows, 50, and they cried 1o Heaven, “What
shall we do with these Nazirites, and where sh
31. Your Temple is trodden down and defiled, and Your
priests are grieved and humiliated, 52. See how the pagans
have gathered against us 10 destroy us. You know what they
design against us. 53. How shall we he able tostand our ground
before them, unless You help us®" 54, Then they sounded the
trumpets and shouted with a loud voice.

55. After this, Judah appointed officers over
leaders of thousands, and hundreds

all we take them?

the people,
and fifties and tens,

3:55 JUDAH APPOINTED OFFICERS.

According 1o the See-
ond Book of Macuibees B2

2.23, Judah divided his army into four

41

and took a great
ters, and came to
atied Philistia

wothers saw that their plight
and that armies were camping on their
ton, of the orders which the King had
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5:40 MIZPEH. Modern Neli Somual, 4% miles northeast of
Jerusalem. Same scholars idemify Mizpeh as Tel en-Nashe,
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56. But he ordered those who were building then houses, o

were newlywed, or planting vinevirds, or were faint-hearted,
every one of them o retarn hoe, as the Forah commsimils,
57. Then the army moved and encamped o the south of

Emimaus. 58, Judah mstructed them, “Prepare yourselves fon
action and show yourselves to be brave men. Be ready al dawn
to fight against the pagans who are gathered together agains
us, to destroy us and our Haly Plice. 59, Better to die fighting
than to witness the ruin of our nation and our Sanctuary,
60. As may be the will of Heaven, so shall He oo

chapter four Victories and Temple Rededication

1. Then Gorgias took five thousand men and a thousand
picked eavalry, and his army marched out by night, 2. 50 as 10
fall upon the encampment of Judah and attack them una-
warcs. Men from the ctadel were his guides. 3. When Judah
heard of this, he and his valiant men moved 1o attack the king's
army in Emmaus, 4. while the forces were still away from the
camp. 5. Gorgias came into the camp of Judah during the
night, but found neo one there. He hunted for them in the
mountains, thinking, “These Jews are running from us.”

6. At daybreak, Judah appeared in the plain with three
thousand men, though they did not have all the armor or
swords they wanted. 7. They saw the camp of the pagans
strongly fortified, with mounted guards, experienced troops,
patrolling . 8. Judah said to his men, "Do not fear their
numbers or panic when they charge. 9. Remember how our

4:2 MEN FROM THE CITADEL. Hellenized Jews, col-
laborators, guided Gorgias toward Judah's troops.
4:8 DO NOT FEAR THEIR NUMBERS. Historical parallels

are to be found mn many wars in which small armies defeated large

ones; at Marathon 10,000 Athenians defeated 100,000 Persiins in 490
B.C.E.
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parts, with one of his hirethers in charge of each section, "This was no

to be a regnlar military organization, 1o longer a people’s army.

350 TO RETURN HOME. This was in keeping with
Deuteranony 20:5-8.

1:1 GORGIAS. One of the three generals assigned to lead
Syrian troops against Judih.




Fathers were saved at the Red Sea, when Pharaoh and his army
pursued them. 10, Let us now cry to Heaven to have This merey
upon us, to remember the covenant made with our fore-
fathers, and crush this army hefore us today. 11, Then all the
pagans will know that there is One who liberates and saves
Israel.”

12. Then the foreign troops raised their eyes and saw
them marching forward and they came out of the camp o give
batile. 13, Judah's men sounded their trumpets and attacked.,
14, The pagans broke and fled 1o the plain; those who were in
the rear fell by the sword. 15. They pursued them as far as
Gazara and the plain of Idumea and Ashdod and Jamnia;
about three thousand of the enemy were killed.

16. Judah and his army then returned from pursuing
them, 17, and he said o his men, "o not be greedy for
plunder, for there is another hattle before us. 18, Gorgias and
his army are in the nearby mountan. Stand fivm now against
our enemy and fght!™

19. Before Judah had finished speaking, a detachment of
them emerged from the mountain. They saw that their army
had been routed and that they were burning the camp. The
sight of the smoke showed them what had happened. 21. They
were greatly alarmed, as they ook in the scene, 22_and when
they saw the army of Judah on the plain, ready for attack, they
all fled 1o the land of the Philistines, 23, Then Judah turned
back to plunder the camp, and they ook much gold and silver,
blue and purple cloth, and great riches. 24, On their return
they sang a song of thanksgiving and blessed Heaven "for He is
good, for His mercy endures forever.” 25. And Israel had a
great deliverance that day.

4:22 LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. The southern part ol the
Medierranean coastal plain.

4:23 BLUE AND FURPLE CLOTH. Precious cloth mentioned
in the Bible as tekhieler and argaman. Royalty and generals wore
garments made of such cloth.
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4:15 GAZARA. Four miles north-west ol Emmaus.

PLAIN OF IDUMEA. Scholars indicate that Tdumea is an
erromeous designation and suggest that a correct reading is Plain of
Juidea which is sonth-east of the battle region.

ASHDOD. In the plain on the coast.

JAMNIA. Jabneh, north-cast of Ashdod.

4:18 NEARBY MOUNTAIN. Hills of Judea,
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26. Those of the enemy who escaped with their lives came
and reported to Lysias all that happened. 27. When he heard i,
he was overcome with discouragement, because Istael had not
suffered the disaster he had wished for, nor had it turned out
as the king had ordered.

28. In the following year he gathered together sixry
thousand elite infantry and five thousand cavalry to make war
on the Jews. 29. They marched into ldumea, and encamped at
Beth-Zur, where Judah met them with ten thousand men.
#0. When he saw the strength of the encmy expedition, he
prayed and said, “Blessed are You, Savior of Israel, Who
stopped the charge of the mighty giant by Your servant
David. You did deliver the camp of the Philistines into the
hands of Jonathan son of Saul, and of his armaor-hearer,
31. In like manner put this camp into the hand of Yonr
people Israel. Let them be ashamed of their army and their
cavalry. 32. Make them cowardly and melt the boklness of
their strength. Let them tremble at their desiruction. 39, Strike
them down with the sword of those that love You, and let
all who know Your name praise You with songs of thanks-
giving."”

34. Then they joined baule, and Lysias lost about five
thousand men in the close struggle. 5. When Lysias saw that
his army was routed, and that Judah had grown bold, and was
ready either to live or to die nobly, he departed for Antioch.
There he collected mercenary troops, in order to return to
Judea with an even larger army than before.

36. But Judah and his brothers said, “Now that our
enemies are crushed, let us go up to Jerusalem to purify the
Holy Place and rededicate it.”

37. 50 the whole army gathered 1ogether, and they went
up to Mount Zion. 38. There they found the Temple laid
waste, the altar profaned, the gates burned down, the courts
overgrown like a forest or a wooded mountain, and the priests’
quarters torn down. 39. They tore their garments, uttered

Judeain Fall, 165 B.C.E., on the Festival ol Tabernaces. Lysias left for
Antioch on learning of the recent death of Antiochus Epiphanes.
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1:28 IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR. 165 B.CE,

4:29 BETH-ZUR. In southern Judea, itis situated about twenty

miles south of Jerusalem. 1
TEN THOUSAND MEN. Judahs army grew with each

CHSUINE VICLOTY.

4:35 HE DEPARTED FOR ANTIOCH. General Lysias lefi
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greal lunemations, covered their heads with ashes, 40, and fell
on their faces to the ground. Then they sounded the ceremo-
nial trumpets, and cried our 1o Heaven.

41. Then Judah appointed special troops 10 hight the
garrison in the citidel, unil he could cleanse the Femple.
42. He selected priests without blenish, devoied 1o the Law,
43. and they purified the Temple, removing toan undlean plice
the stones which defiled it 44, They deliberaed as to whiat they
should deo abour the altar of the burnt-offering, which had
been defiled. 45. They deaided rightly that it be torn down, so
that it might not e a veproach to them, because the pagans hud
defiled it. So they pulled down the altar, 46, and put away the
stones somewhere in the Temple mount, in a suitable place,
until a prophet should come 1o decide what to do with them.
47. They took whole stones, as the Law commands, and
constructed a new altar like the former one. 48, They rebuilt
the Sunctuary and the intevior of the Temple, and consecrated
the courts. 49. They made new sacred vessels and they brought
the lampstand, the altar of incense and the table into the
Temple. 50. They burnt incense on the altar and e the lights
on the candlestick to shine within the Temple. 51 They put
loaves of bread on the table, hung the curtains, and completed
all the work they had undertaken to dao.

52. Then, on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, that
is the month of Kislev, in the year 148, they arose early, 53. and
offered sacrifice according to the Law upon the new altar of
burnt-offering which they had made. 54. On the anniversary
of the day on which the pagans had descerated it, it was
rededicated with songs and harps ind lutes and cymbuls.

4:47 WHOLE STONES AS 'I'HE LAW COMMANDS. Iron
tools could not be used in cutting the stones, as commanded in Exodus
20025 aned Dewteronomy 27:5-6. loon, in weaponry, shoriened human
life. The altar was intended 1o lengthen life.

4:52 IN THE YEAR 148, 163 B.C.E.
4:54 ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAY. The dae

chosen Tor the abservance of Hanukah coincided with the date of the
defilement of the Temple, by the Syrians, three vears eatlier,
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4:40 SOUNDED THE TRUMPETS. To summon the people
for an assembly,

4:42 PRIESTS WITHOU'T BLEMISH. In the Bible this gener-
ally means priests without physical defecis. Here it may also imply
priests who had not been Hellenized,

4:43 THESTONES WHICH DEFILED I'T. From the Zeus altar
which hid been built by the Syrians on the onginal Temple altar. The
pagan one had defiled all of the stones including the earlier
foundation,

1:46 UNTIL A PROPHET SHOULD COME., Pl‘l:rph{‘c_}' had
ceased with Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, Tradition had |L-:Jr..n
prophecy would be renewed with the return of Elijsih, in the Messianic
age.
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53. All the people tell on their faces and prosteated themselves
and offered praises 1o Heaven which had prospered them,

6. They celebrated the dedicaton of the altar for cight
days, rejoicing as they brought burnt-offerings, and offered a
sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 57. They decorated the
front of the Temple with gold crowns and small shiekds. They
rededicated the gates of the priests” quarters, aned fuved them
with doors. There was great joy amoeng the people; the
disgrace brought upon them by the pagans was now removed.

68, Then Judah, s hrothers, wdd the whole congrega-
tion of Israel decreed that the days of the dedicatuon of the
altar should be observed with joy and gladness at the same
season each vear, for cight davs, beginning on the twenty-fifth
day of Kislev,

50, At that time thev enciveled Mount Zion with high
walls and swrong towers, so that the pagans could never again
come and destroy them as they had done betore. 6. Judah
established a garrison there to guard it he also fornhied
Beth-Zur, so that the people might have o fortress Fwing
Idumea,
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4:54 THE DAYS OF THE DEDICATION. The Festval of
Hanukkih was inaugurated by Judah Maccabee and his brothers with
the enthusiastic panicipation of the entire Jewish community,
f-f-‘””l-Mu‘U-".' I‘- I!'L‘ﬁ'.'l’.'tl I"rmn -rJH TR ’lr.r-rrrf;hr'r:f:, the tif‘l:fiq,';ltii-n ol the
altar. Josephus refers to Hanukkah as the Festival of Lights "because
this liberty beyond our hopes appeared 1o us; and therefore was this
name given tothat Festival.” The legend of the sealed cruse of sacred
ail was of Loer orgin and is 1o be Tound doithe Uil Shabbar :_),.,H'I;_
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Kindling the
Hanukkah Lights

{Excerpted From A Guide to Jeunsh feligions Procticr
by Isaac Klein)

Hanukkah begins on the eve of the tweny-fifth day of Kislev
and lasts eight days. It is marked by the kindling of lights at
home and in the synagogue.

One hight is kKindled on the fivst nighe; an addional light
is added each succeeding might. The lights should be i abier
sundown.

Three blessings are recited before the kindling of the
lights on the first night. On the seven subsequent nights, the
third blessing, vnaw (Sheheheyanu) is not recited.

It s the custom to sing Y93 nvm (ha-nefrot he-latu) while
kindling the lights, followed by 3199 (maoz tzer). 1t is
appropriate to sing Hanukkah folk songs as well.

The procedure for placing and Kindling the lights is as
follows: the first candle is placed on the right side of the
Menorah; the second candle 1o the left of it, always moving 1o
the left on succeeding nights. The lighting of the candles,
however, is done in reverse order, moving from left 1o vight

There is an extra candle vsed each night which serves to
light the other candles. [t is called the wnw (vhamash). Itis nm
proper to use one of the Hanukkah candles in the Menorih 1o
light the other candles; nor is it permitied o use them for
illumination or for any other purpose. Only the shamash may
be used for such purposes. The shamash occupies a special
place in the Menorah, apart from the others, and remains lin
with the rest of them.

One of the major purposes ol the ceremony oi kindling
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Hanukkah Blessings
and Songs

The Feast of Dedication lusts eight davs, On the fivst
evening a lightis kindled, the number of lighis being increased
by one each conscoutive evening,

The Hanukkal hights should be kindled as soon as
possthle afrer mghtall.

The candles are pliced in the Menorah from vight 1o left
but are kindled from left w right: so thar each additional
candle is kindled Arst. The Haonukkah Lghes must o Dor i
least one hall hour each night.

On Friday the lights are kindled before the beginning of
the Sabbach.

Bessines oF tne Hasvekan Licin s
Hefore lighiing the fighes:

Barukh attah adonai clo-hei- I:I'?‘!.'ﬂj Epis) NIRRT X M3
nu melekh ha-olum, asher 4344, DRI WP R

kid'shanu b'miz-vo-tav v'izi- Y .
vitnu havdlik nershel Hanuok- 10 W I.th-!'-j‘?

kah.

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of (he universe who
sanctified us with Your commandments and commanded us 1o
light the lights of Hanukkah.

the lights is to proclaim publicly the miracle which Hanukkah
connnemorates. Ieoas, therelore, the custom (o place the
Menorab in o conspicuous place where i is visibde From outside
the house. Some place an elecric Menorah in thewindow for
that purpose. However, the use of an electric Menorah for the
cercmony iself s not recommended,

Hanukkah lights are liv in the synagogue as well as in the
haome. Each evening, they are lit belore the Ma‘ariv service.
They are also lit each morning, in the synagopue only, before
the Shuharit service, but without the blessings, 1o proclaim the
miracle of Hanukkah. The lighting of the candles in the
sytagoge is not a substitute for the home service.

On Friday night the Hanukkah ights arve kindled before
the sabbath candles. On Satarday night i is the custom to light
the Hanukkah candles amd then to make Havdalah, Since we
recite the Havdalah prayer, 2a3n an8 (atah honarianu) in the
Amidah, it becomes permissible to light the Hanukkah candles
before the formal Havdalah ceremony.




These lights we kindle to recall the wondrous trivmphs and
the miraculous victories wrought through Your holy priests
for our ancestors in ancient days at this season,

These lights are sacred through all the eight days of Hanukkah,
We may not put them to ordinary use, but are 1o look upon

them and thus be reminded 1o thank and praise You lor the
wondrous miracle of our dehiverance.

Ma'oaz Taur

Ma'oz Tzur ye-shu-a-ti, Le- ,03W7 MR} 77 "Dy My 1wy

kha na-eh le-sha-bei-ach, 1i-
kon bet tefi-la-ti, Ve-sham
todah ne-za-bic-ach, Le-ct
ta-khin mat-bei-ach, Mi-tzar
ham-na-bei-ach, Az eg-mom
be-shir miz-mor, Hanukkat
hu-miz-bei-ach.
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Barukh atah adonai elo-hei- D?W;l 'I[b{.’! -‘IJ"‘;_']EE » xR N3

i :t_ll(‘lt'i;ll llil—t‘llillu, .'\Illi.'ll-il_.‘iil DR WKt 0w Ay
missiin la-avoteinu basyvaimnn g
ha-heim ba-z'man hazeh. W10 1212 07

Prajsed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who
performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in ancientdays
at this seasorn.

O the first gkl ordy:
Barukh atabh adona elo-hei- u:ﬁy;:{ '-l‘;:g -.u-rr_[‘m ™ a0k N2

nu melekh h:|-ui:|‘m: sheh- am ]ml?ﬂw?-n'! PEU AW
heh-cheh-vanu vki-mann ; R L

vihieg-ann Ee2lman hazeh.

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who kept
vsan hile, sustained os, and enabled us 1o veach this season,

Arresr Liconso o s

Hanerol Hallale

Ruck of Ages

Rock of ages, let our sung
Praise Your saving power;
You amidst the raging throng
Were our sheliering tower.
Furious they assailed us,
But Your help availed us:
And Your word broke their sword
When our own strength failed us.
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Flie=nrei-r ot a-li-lu s-nach-nu
madl-li-kin al ha-ni-sim vl
ha-t'shu-ot  v'al ha-nif-la-ot
sheh-asita In-a-vo-1einu . ba-
vamnm ha-heim ba-2"man
ha-zeh, al v'dei koha-nekha
ha-k'do'shim. V'khol sh'monat
ymer Hanukkah  ha-nei-ron
ha-la-lu ko-desh heim, vein
linu r'shur hish-ta-mesh
ba-hem ela lir-o-tam bhil'vad,
k'dei M'ho-dot uThallel I'shim-
kha ha-ga-dol al ni-se-kha vl
nif-Fote-kha  v'al  y'shu-a-te-
kha,
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Meditation

Hanukkah commemorates a war against tyvanny and opproes-
sion, a war for independence and most especially Tor religious
freedom. The Maccibees fought for their people’s liberty
against a brutal foreign regime. Against tremendous odds,
IhE}' pr('\':iilt_-_c]_ S50 ||H|ﬂ as .'m}'-.vhcrc on earth jcws o iy
people are persecuted, this dimension of Hanukkah's ruth
remains passionately valid and urgent.

Thereis another aspect 1o Hanukkah toa. The Hasmonean
uprising was also a civil war, aninner scruggle. Hellemsm harl
subtly, insiduously subverted some of the best minds aimd souls
of the Jewish people. It seduced them inte assimilation, into a
heedless or deliberate betrayal of self and people and God,
It meant exchanging the gold of Jewish spirituality, ethics and
law, for the tinsel of alien arts, philosophy and sports—a
slavish and self-hating imitation of a foreign culture aml
values. Hanukkah embodies victory over Hellenism, a rejec-
tion of assimilation, a joyous reaffirmation of the authentic,
timeless truths of Torah. Overcoming the inner as well as the
external enemy, cleansing the polluted sanctuary, rekindling
the extinguished lights is a hard, almost miraculous endeavor.
It must be accomplished anew in every age.
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Mt Yinalel

Mi y'ma-lel g'vu-rot Yis-ra-el?

O-tan mee vim-neh?

Hen b'khol dor via-kum ha-gi-
bor go-cl ha-am,

Shina! Ba-ya-meem ha-hem
ba-z'man ha-zeh

Ma-ka-bee mo-shee-a u-Fo-deh.

Uv-yi-mei-nu kol am Yis-ra-el

Yit-s-ched ya-kuwm 'hi-ga-el.
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Responsive
Reading

Adonai, our constant fortress and our strength,
from ancient times have You sustned our peaple.

In the dayvs of Mattathias, encmies who cubed by omghi
rose 1o force Your people 1o follow pagan paths,

Enemies of our people tried (o destroy their fath,
tried to force them 1o Torsake Your covenant,

Faith moved the Maccabees to vise against the foe,
in refusal 1o submit to idolatry.

You delivered the many into the hands of the few,
mighty armies into the hands of the faithlul;

freedom emerged trinmpham, faith victorious.

Who is like You, Adanai, among all that is worshipped?
M khamokha ba-ethm Adonar.

With the arrogant subdued and the wicked put to Mlight,
Your children all rejoiced, praising You in Your Temple,

They purified Your altar and kindled there a light
which warms all humanity, spreading Your light afar.

We bear witness to Your triumph and their faith
as we kindle lights in grautude and praise Your name.

bl

May the Maccabees mspire us to consecrate our lives
amdd dedicate anew our hearts and souls 10 You.

May the lights of Hanukkah continue 1o declare that we must
live not by force noe by might but by Your spivit, Adanai tzeva of.

Who is like You, Adoner, among all 1l is worshipped,

majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor,
working wondersr

\ftuflm is like Your people [sracl, risking life for faith,
singular on earth?

May we be worthy of this heriage.
Amen.
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