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Preface

In publishing Megillat Hanukkal, we are in a very real sense
repaying a «ebt w our glorious ancestors, As Rabbi Avihi
Chiel indicates in his intraduction, it is only a chironelogical
accident that the Bible does not have i Megillah for Hanukkah.
The holiday itself is at least as significant in the history of our
people as the Feast of Purim. In vur day, Hunukkah has
assumed animportance and achieved a popularity which rivals
that of Passover.

When the Book of Maceabees was consigred to the
Apocrypha, the intention was notto bury it but 1o preserve i,
In time, however, the Apocivphal hooks hecame virtually
unknown to the vast majority of the Jewish people. Aside from
the fact that it could not be included in the canon of the Bible,
the Talimud makes no reference 1o the Book of Maceabees and
ignores the military events that are recorded in it For the
Rabbis, the miracle of the cruse of oil that burned (o cizhi
days and the rededication of the aluir constituted the essential
message of Hanukkah,

With the rise of Zionisim and the sacrificial struggle 10
reestablish the national homeland of the Jewish people, the
story of the Maccabean Revolution has taken on contemporary
meaning. Itis hardly 1o be wondered that in the Stite of Israel
the observance of Hanukkah has become a maggor national
holiday.

We believe that it is important to reéintroduce this historical
classic to our people. We are indebied 1o Rabbi Chiel for his
painstaking labors in preparing this volume, His fine intro-
duction, his excellent translation and illuminating notes will
enable the reader 1o experience the stirring events of those
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Introduction

Five Megillot, or Scrolls, are to be found in our Helwew DBible,
arranged in the sequence of their reading in the synagogue
during the year. The Song of Songs is read on Passover, Ruth on
Shavuor, Lamentations on Tisha B'Av, Ecclestastes on Succot, and
Esther on Purim. A sixth Megillah, for Hanukkah reading, might
have been included in the Bible except for the fact that the
event it would have commemaorated occurred (oo lite 1o allow
for its eligibility among the sacred writings. Chronology ruled
out 1 and 11 Maccabees from consideraton. Having heen
written after prophecy had ceased, these books that chronicle
the Hanukkah epic were considered ungualified for incusion in
the canon. Thus was Hanukkal left withour a Megallah in the
Bible.

That our forelathers sensed the need for such a chronicle
15 attested by the Fact that, at some time between the seventh
and eighth centuries, the Megiflat Bet Hashmona came o
being, Written in Aramaic, it 15 a dramate account of the
Hasmonean wars and of the origin of the festival of THanukkah,
The anonymous author of this scroll was a fine story-teller and
his literary creation has a fine narrative character, Saadia Gaon
(B82-942), the first to make mention of this work, referred to it
as Netab Bene Hashmonai [the Book of the Hismoneans]. By
Saadia’s tme, then, this scroll was held in considerable esteem
by the Jews and it grew steadily in its popularity during the
ensuing centuries. By the thirteenth century it had become
part of synagogue ritual as a supplementary reading on the
Sabbath during the Hanukkah Festival. This ritual was read
before congregations in Jewish communities as distant from
each other as Ttaly and Yemen. In later centuries it began to
appear in some prayer book editons incuding some in eastern
Europe.

days and 1o rejoice in this moving account of Jewish Faith and
heroism.

It 15 our hope that Megallat Hanulbed will ind its way
mto our synagogues, schools and homes. It should help enrich
ane deepen our celebration of the Feast of Hanukkah,

Mix J. Routtenberg, Chairman
Publications Committec
The Rabbinical Assembly
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stronger in that area, even after the death of Alexander the
Great in 323 B.C.E.

At Alexander's death, his empire was divided among his
generals, though not without a struggle. Prolemy secured
Egypt, Antigonus took Phrygia and Scleucus acquired Syria
and Mesopotamia. Palestine now became an area ol contention
between the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. For a long period
Palestine remained an unsettled issue between the Seleucids
and the Pwlemies. In 301 B.C.E. Palestine came under
Piolemaic rule and it remained an Egyptian colony until 198
B.C.E., when the Syrian Seleucids under King Antiochus 111
wrested control from Prolemy 1V,

Antiochus 111 died in 187 B.C.E. and was succecded by his
son Seleucus IV, who reigned unril 175 B.C.E., when his
younger brother, Antiochus Epiphanes, came to the throne.
Fager to tie Palestine to his larger kingdom, it was this
Antiochus who set to the task of zealously disseminating his
form of Hellenistic culture among his Hebrew subjects. Part of
the Judean populace had already acquiesced 1o the Hellenisoe
influence during the previous century of Prolemaic rule,
especially those of the upper classes and indluding those in the
higher priesthood in Jerusalem. To these segments of the
population the Greek language was essental for their relations
with the Piolemaic government and for contact with the
sizeable Jewish populaton of Egypt, the largest poraon of
which lived in the cosmopolitan city of Alexandria.

Soon after the accession of Antiochus Epiphanes, a
deliberate attempt was made to promote Hellenism among the
total Judean population. A brother of the high priest Onias,
who had Hellenized his Hebrew name of Joshua to Jason, won
favor with the Syrian king by demonstrating a zeal for his form
of civilization and by a willingness to pay handsomely for it
Besides the substantial price which he offered for the ap-
pointment to the high priesthood in place of his brother Onias.
he offered large sums for the right to build a gymnasium in
Jerusalem, and for the registration of Jews as Antiochian
citizens. Antiochus was completely amenable 1o Jason's propo-
sitions, especially since they were accompanied by monetary
incentives. “Let us enter into a treaty with the pagans around

The precedent for a Hanukkali Megillah has been set for us
in the fairly distant past, and with the need for the renewal of
sucha tradition in our time, this Megaflat Hanukkah is published
for usage and inspiration in our canfemporary synagogues. An
advantage which we enjoy over our ancestors is the fact that we
have availiable 1o us a dependable historical work which was not
available to them: the First Book of Maccabers, a part of the
Apocrypha which we have used as the source for this Megiliat
Huanubkkah,

A proper winderstanding of Thnukkah requires a survey of
events that transpired nearly three centuries before the
Maccabean uprising. The conquests of Alexander the Great
which began with his crossing of the Hellespont in 334 B,C.E.
marked the start of an extraordinary caltural revolution i;:
castern Mediterrancan history, At the Granicus River, Alex-
ander's troops won their first victory against a Persian army,
which opened for them the gateway 10 Asia Minor. Alexander
then moved southward, down 1o the plain of Issus where, in
332 BLC.E, he was met hy a huge Persian army under the
personal leadership of Emperor Darius 1L The Persians’
superior numbers proved no match for the skill s discipline
of Alexander's army. At the battde of Tssus, the victorious
Alexander achieved his domination of the Middle Iast; he now
marched along the Phoenician coast headed southward for
Egypt.

The Talmud and Josephus both relate that Alexander the
Great ar this stage was welcomed 1o Jerusalem by the High
Priest simon and a solemn procession of Hebrew dignitaries.
While this story is most likely a legend, there is no doubt that
Alexander’s victories in Palestine, Egypt and Syria had their
gradual influence on Judea. In the wake of the conguests of
this region, he established garrisons in Samaria and other
points not too far from Judea. In time, a network of at least
thirty Hellenistic centers came into existence along the coasts
of Phoenicia and Philistia as well as in Trans-Jordan, The
Hellenistic cultural Factor would continue 1o ETOW  ever

10



Many fled to outlying wilderness hideouts 1o escape the king's
olficials.

This persecution provoked the uprising headed by Judah
Maccabee and his brothers, Their bands moved through the
country, destroying altars, cireonmasing male childven, e
attacking traitors who had submited 1o Antochus’ decree.
The Syrian military leaders underestimared the guenlla
encmy, and the defeats which they suffered in the carly battles
stirred larger numbers ol Jews to rally to Judah Maccabee and
raised the morale of his followers, In the Fall of 165 B.C.E,
Judah took possession of the Temple, which he restored and
rededicated. Faithful priests were returned and the worship
resumed its ancient, authentic form. The Temple was properly
fortificd. The Seleucids were ar last persuaded that their
attempt to extirpate Judaism was a failure, Negotiations with
Judah were begun. Full iberty was guaranteed to the Judeans
10 W|}rs!]i.p God in their own way and to live according to their
traditional law and custom. Moreover, an amnesty was offered
in the king's name to all who had participated in the revolt.

Butthe change in policy by the Syrian government did no
bring immediate peace. Judah and his brothers dud oot
consider their goal accomplished so long as their fellow-Jews
beyond the Jordan, in the Galilee, on the Mediterranean coast
and i Idumea, were persecuted by the pagans, and proceeded
on expeditions on their behalf., Judah Maccabee himsell died
in batlle while on such an expedition i 160 B.C.E. He was
succeeded by his brothers Jonathan and Simon who achieved
the Maccabean dream of Judean independence by 140 B L E.

The First Book of Maccabees covers the period of torty years
from the accession of Antiochus Epiphanes (175 B.C.E)) to the
death of Simon Maccabee (135 B.C.E.). The events are chroni-
cled with intense interest and sympathy., The style is direct,
restrained and objective. It is clearly modeled after the
historical books of the Bible.

From the idioms which occur throughout this work

13

us,” argued Jason's sympathizers, “for since we separated from
them many misfortunes have befallen us” (First Book of
Maccabees 1:11),

Jason was appointed high priest in 175 B.C.E. Jerusalem
wis given i Greek constitution, and its citizens were given the
privilege of dtizenship. A gymnasium was built below the
Jerusalem citadel. Athletic young Hebrews quickly became
sports enthusiasts. Even the Temple priests would rush the
sacred rituals in order to reach the nearby athletic arena.
Many underwent surgical procedure to efface the mark of
circumgision, to avoid ridicule by audiences who would see the
Jewish youths stripped Lor their gymnastic performances. The
Hellenization of Jerusalem was in full swing.

In 168 B.C.E. Antiochus Epiphanes, frustrated in his
efforts to conguer Egypt, turned his anger on Judea, Hisgrand
plan o Hellenize the Jews with the help of the corrupt priests
and the upper-class anstocracy had boroe resulis dramatically
ppposite 1o his dream. For Antiechus’ Hellenizing had
catalyzed a national opposition among the Judeans. In re-
venge, he proceeded o demolish the walls of Jerusalem and o
destroy many of its houses. On the eastern hill, 1o the south ol
the Temple, he built a smaller city which he fortufied and
settled with [oreign colonists. When this had been completed,
Annochus converted the Temple o the worship of the
Olympian Zeus, The large altar in the ‘Temple court became
the foundation for asmaller altar of Greek character, on which
swine were offered for sacrifice. Thus was the traditional
Temple ritual completely supplanted.

Antiochus Epiphanes knew full well that the opposition to
him was religious. He determined therefore to uproot the
religion of the Jews. Allits observances, including circumcision
and the observance of the Sabhath and the Festivals, were
prohibited under the penalty of death. The sacred Scrolls were
destroyed; possession of a Torah Scroll constituted a capital
offense. Altars were set up in towns and villages. Participation
in the pagan sacrifices was made to be a test of loyalty to the
king. Many obeyed the edict either voluntarily or under threat.
The Jews who refused to comply publicly were put to death.

12
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would appear that the work was written in Aramaic, though
more likely in Hebrew. The original work was translated very
early into Greek, and only the Greek version survived.
Concerning the author we know nothing. We can only surmise
that he was a devout and patriotic Jew who lived in Palestine
close o the heroic era of the Maceabees. He was an admirer of
the Hasmonean family; he believed that to them his people
owed their redemption and independence.

The First Book of Maccabees is our primary source, then,
for the history of the Maccabean period. Megillat Hanukkah
is a rendering of the first four chapters, concluding with the
dedication of the altar and the eight days of celebration which
followed. Tt is on this ancient chronicle that this Megillat
Hanukkah is hased.

. T



MEGILLAT HANUKKAH

Chﬂﬁf-ﬂ‘ one Alexander's Conguests and Legacy

l. It came 1o pass after Alexander, the son of Philip of
Macedon, who marched from the lane of Chittim, defeated
Darius, king of the Persians and Medes, and seized his throne,
9. And he waged many wars, in which he captured fortified
wowns, and slew kings; 3. and moved steadily forward to the
ends of the earth, plundering many pations, At last the world
lay quiet under Alexander’s rule, and he was full of pride. 4.
He built up a very mighty army, and ruled over countries,
peoples and principalities; all paid him tribute.

5. Afterward he took ill, and knowing that he was dving,
6. he summoned his generals, men who had been brought up
with him from his youth, and divided hus empire among them
while he was still alive. 7. Alexander had reigned twelve years
when he died. 8. His generals took over the rulership, each in
his own province. 9. At his death they were all crowned as
kings, and their descendants after them for many years. They
brought much misery uporn the world.

empire extended from the Danube Piver to the Indian (heean, anarea
consisting of civilized Europe, the Middle East and beyond.

1:5 HE TOORK ILL. Ancient historical seurces offer con-
tradictory reporis as to the nature of Alexander's death, ranging from
2 natural disease 1o overdrink, or by a poison plot

1:9 ALL CROWNED AS EINGS. For sevenieen years follow-
ing Alexander's death, his penerals battled each other for power, At
last, in 306 B.C.E., Alexander’s empire was divided among five of
them: Antgonus, Prolemy, Seleucus, Lysimachus and Cassander.
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1:1 ALEXANDER. The First Book of Mactabees appropri-
ately begins with the ourstanding event ol ancent history, the
witle-ranging conquests of Alexander the Great, which took place
hetween 536-323 B.C.E.

CHITTIM. Actually the islands between Asia Minor and
Greece, induding Gypruas, but here intended as a term for all of
Greece,

DARIUS, Darius [T who reigned 336-331 B.CLE. and was
dicfeated 1wice by Alexander, first at Issus andl again at Arhela.

L:3 THE ENDS OF THE EARTH. At his death, Alexander’s

16




10, From among these there descended a wicked indi-
vidual, Antiochus Epiphanes, the son of King Antiochus. He
had been a hostage in Rome before he succeeded to the throne
of Syria in the year 137 of the Greek era.

[1. In those days there arose out of Israel a group of
lawless men, who misled many of their people. “Let us enter
into a treaty with the pagans around us,” they proposed, "for
ever since we separated ourselves from them, many misfor-
tunes have come upon us.” 12, The people constdered this a
good plan, and some of them were eager to carry it out, 15
They went to the king, and he gave them the authority to
introduce the customs of the pagans. 14. They built a stadium
in Jerusalem, in the pagan siyle. 15. They removed the marks
of their circumcision, and rejected the Holy Covenant. They
intermarried with the pagans, and turned to evil ways.

16. And when, in Antiochus” opinion, his kingdom was
solidly established, he determined to become the ruler of
Egypt, so that he might reign over wwo kingdoms. 17. He
invaded Egypt with a powerful force of chariots, elephants,
cavalry and a great fleer. 1B. He waged war against Prolemy,
king of Egypt, but Plolemy panicked, iled, and many fell
wounded. 19. The fortified cities were captured and the land
of Egypt was plundered.

20. After conquering Egypt, in the year 143, Antiochus
turned back and marched up against Isracl and Jerusalem with
a strong force. 21. In his arrogance he entered into the
Temple, and carried off the golden altar, and the lamp for the

Greek polis, a stadium was required. It was the center of Hellemstic
social life and affiliation with it a prerequisite for Hellenistic atizen-
ship.

115 REMOVED THE MARKS OF THEIR CIRCUMCISION.
They underwent adifficult operation in which the prepuce was drawn
forward.

1:17 HEINVADEDEGYPT, This was the seventh war between
Syria and Fgypt within a century.
1:20 THE YEAR 143, Corresponds o 170 B.CE,
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1:10 ANTIOCHUS, Autiochus IV, surnamed Epiphanes, the
great. He ruled from 176-163 RO E

A HOSTAGE IN ROME. When his father, Antiochus L11,
was defeated at Magnesia, in 190 B.C.E., Antiochus Epipbanes was
wurned over (o the Romans as a hosiage for twelve years.

THE YEAR 137 OF THE GREEK ERA. The Seleucid
kings reckoned their calendar from the founding of their dynasty,
Seleucus [ eame to the Syrian throne in 312 5,C.E. The Seleucid year
137 corresponds to 176 B.CLE.

1:11 LAWLESS MEN. Hellenized Jews who collaborated with
the Syrian authorities, they argued that traditional Judmsm was the
source of Israel's economic troubles.

L:14 A STADIUM. To gain recognition for Jerusalem as a
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light, and all s equipment, 22_the iable of the showbread, the
cups, the bowls, and the golden censers, the curtanm, the
crowns; and the golden adornment on the from of the Temple
he stripped off completely. 23, He seized the silver, the gold,
and precious vessels, and whatever hidden treasures he found.
24, And having taken everything, he carried them away 1o his
owncountry, He had massacred mainy people and gloared over
all he had done.

25, Great was the sadness thronghout Tsiael
26. Rulers and elders groaned;
girls and young men were depressad,
the beauy of women fded away,
27. Every bridegroom did lament,
and every bride sar grieving in her chamber,
28. The land rrembled for its inhabitants,
and the whole house of Jacob was clothed in shame.

29 After two years, the king sent to the towns of Judea a chief
tax official, who arrived at Jerusalem with a strong force. 30,
His conversation wis clever and they trusted him. But, having
won their confidence, he suddenly anacked the city. He dealt it
a powerful blow, and killed many people of Israel. 31. He
plundered the city, setting it to blaze. He tore down the houses
initand the walls around it. 32. And they 1ook the women and
children captive, and seized the catle.

33. Then they fortified the City of David with a great,
strong wall, with strong towers, and it was made intw a ctadel.
34, And they garrisoned there pagan people and violators of
the Law. 35. They accumulated weapons and provisions,
collected together the spoils of Jerusalem, and stored them
there. 36. There they lay in ambush, a serious threat to the
Temple, and a steady menace to Israel.

37. They shed innocent blood round the Temple,
they defiled the Sancuary.

38. The inbabitants of Jerusalem fed for fear of them,
She became the dwelling place of strangers,
she became a stranger to her offspring,
her children deserted her,
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12598 AND THERE WAS GREAT MOURNING. An elegy in
Inbhical sivle.

1:33 A CI'TADEL. This ciiadel was inanned by Sytian troops, 1t
dominated the Temple site along with Jerusalem.
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39. Her Temple became desolate as o wilderness,
her festivals turned 1o mourning,
her Sabbaths to shame, her honar to contempt,
40. Her dishonor was as great as her glory had been,
and her pride was bowed low in griel.

41. Then the king issued a decree throughout his king-
dom that they should all hecome one people and abandon their
own laws and religions. 42. And all the pagan nations accepted
the royal command. 43, And many in Israelagrecd torthis form
of worship, sacrificing to idols and profaning the Sabbath. 44.
The king also sent written word by messengers (o Jerusalem
and to the cities of Judab that they should follow custoins
foreign to the country, 45, and that they should stop ihe
burnt-offerings, sacrifices, and drink-offerings in the "Temple.
46, Sabbaths and festivals were 1o be profaned. The Temple
and its priests were to be polluted. 47, Altars, sacred groves,
and shrines for idols were to be established; swine and other
unclean animals were to be offered in sacrifice. They must
leave their sons uncirenmcised, and defile themselves inevery
way unclean and abominable 449, So that they might forgetthe
Law and change all of their religious ordinances. 30. Whoever
would not obey the order of the king was to die.

51. Such was the decree which the king issued for the
whole of his kingdom. He appointed officials over all the
people, and he commanded the towns of Judea, every one ol
them, to offer sacrifice. 52. Many of the people, who were
willing to forsake the Law, joined them and did evil in the land.
53. Their wicked conduct caused Israel 1o hide in places of
refuge.

54. On the twemy-fifth day of Kislev in the year 146, he
erected a dreadlul desecration upon the alar, and i the
surrounding cities of Judah they erccted aliars. 55. They
offered incense at the doors of the houses and in the streets, 56,
The Scrolls of the Law which they found, they tore to shreds
and they burnt. 57, Anyone discovered in possession of a Book
of the Covenant, or fulfilling the Law, was put to death by the
king's sentence. 58. Month atier month they used force against
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1:41 BECOME ONE PEOPLE. All should follow the Hellenistic
way of life.

1:47 SWINE. Pigs were sacred to Astarte and important in
fertility cults of Greece and Asia Minor.

1:54 ON THE TWENTY-FIFT'H DAY OF KISLEV. De-

cember, 167 B.G.E. (146 Seleucid Era = 167 B.C.E).

22




the Israelites whom they found in their citics. 59. On the
twenty-fifth of the month they offered sacrifices on the pagan
altar which was set on the alar of the burnt-offering. 60. And,
according to the royal decree, they put to death the woinen
who had circumcised their children. G1. Their infants, their
families, and those who had circumcised them, they hanged by
the neck. 62. Yer many in Israel were determined in their
hearts not to eat unclean food. They chose death rather than
be defiled by food or violate the holy covenant: and they did
die. Great was the suffering which came upon Isinel.

c‘i’m.p{er' {wo  Revolt of Mattathias

1. In those days Matathius, son of Johanan, son of
sSuneon, a priest of the family of Joarib, moved from Jerusalem
and settled in Modin. 2. He had five sons: Johanan called
Caddi, 3. Simon called Thassis, 4. Judah called Maceabee, 5.
Eleazar called Auran, and Jonathan called Apphus.

veflecting specific characteristics, Johanan, the eldest, was called Gaddi
because of his round head,

2:3 SIMON. Surnamed Thasst or zealous,

2:4 JUDAH CALLED MACCABEE. Various interpretations
have been olfered for Maceabee, "Hammer" from the Hebrew
magqaba is one of these, suggesting Judah's heroic hammering of the
enemy, Maccabee s an acronym denved From the fivst letiers of: Mj
hamohia be-elim Adomar—"Who iz like unto You among the gods, (O
Lovd!,” the motto snscribed on Judab's bimmer.

2:5 ELEAZAR. His surname Anran meaning possibly the
“piereer.” Jonathan's surname Apphis suggests “canning
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1:60) THE WOMEN. Among the heroines of this era was
Hannah, mober of he seven maryeed soms (Second Book of
Muccabees, 7).

2:1 MATTATHIAS, Mattaihias was a_Jerusalemite who [ed to
Muodin when Antiochus’ officials began the religions persecution of
Jews,

FAMILY OF JOARIB., One of twemy-Tour classes ol
priests,

MODIN. An ancient lseaelite town soanth-east of Lyvdda,
about seventeen miles from Jerasalem,

2.2 JOHANAN., He s lus foar brothers aogquired surmames
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6. When Mauathias saw the blasphemous things that
were done in Judah and in Jerusalem, 7. he said:

“"Woe is me, why was 1 bhorn 1o see this,
the crushing ol iny people,
the destruction of the holy city,
and to sit sull while it is surrendered 1o the enemies,
the holy place into the hands of foreignersry
8. Her Temple has become like a man without honor,
9. her glorious treasures captured, taken away,
Her infants have been killed i her streets,
her young men by the swond of the encmy.,
10. What nation has not exploited her,
and what kingdom has not plundered her?
I1. She has been robbed of all her adornment:
instead of a free woman., she has become a slive.
12, Behold, our Temple and our beauty
and our glory have been laid waste,
the pagans have profaned them!
13. Why should we live any longer?™

14. Mattathias and his sons 1ore their clothes, put on
sackcloth, and mourned bitterly,

15. Then the king's officers who were forcing the people
to renounce God came to the town of Modin, 1o make them
offer sacrifice. 16. And many Israelites came forward 1o them.
But Mattathias and his sons gathered themselves together. 17.
The officers of the king spoke to Mattathias, "You are a leader,
a great and important man in this town. You are supported by
sons and brothers. 18. You be the first to come forward and
carry out the king's command as all the pagans, the men of
Judah, and those left in Jerusalem have done. Then you and
your sons will be counted among the Friends of the King: you
and your sons will receive high honors, rewards of silver and
gold and many gifts.”

19. Mattathias answered in a loud voice, “Though all the
nations in the king’s dominions obey him and forsake each of
them the religion of his ancestors, and have chosen 1o follow
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his comumanads, 20, yvet will T and my sons and brothers walk
the covenant of our Guhers, 21, Far be ot from us 1o abandon
the Law and its ordinances. 22, We will not obey the decree of
the king L‘l}‘ Li!'_'p:il'l."n'fg from ow w'.uship, cither tothe :ighl or
1o the left.”

23. When he ceased speaking these words, a Jew steppe:d
forward, in Full view of all, to sacrifice upon the pagan altar in
Modin, in keeping with the king's decree, 24, When Mattathias
saw him, he was roused to indignation; his soul was stirred,
With righteous anger he rushed forward and slew him on the
altar. 25, At the same e he killed the officer sent by the king
to enforce the sacrifice, and pulled the aliae down. 26, 1 has
Mautathias showed his zeal for the Law, as Phineas had done by
killing Zimri son of Salu. 27. "Follow me,” he shouted through
the town, “every one ol you who is zealous for the Law, and
wishes to maintain the covenant.” 28. He and his sons Med 1o
the mountains, and left all that they possessed 1in the town.

29, At that tme many who wanted w uphold their Gaith
and righteousness went down to the wilderness to scttle there,
80 with their sons, their wives and their cattle, because
rusfortunes had tallen hard on them. 31, And it was reported
to the king's officers and the troops in Jerusalem, the city of
David, that men who had disobeyed the king's order had gone
down to the hiding-places in the wilderness. 32. A large force
pursued them, overtook them, and occupicd positions oppo-
site them. They prepared w attack them on the Sabbath day.
35 Tt will be enough,” they shouted to them, “if yvou come out
and do as the king commands; your lives will be spared.” 54.
But the Israelites answered, “We will not come forth, mor will
we obey the king's command to break the Sabbath day.”
Then they atacked them. 35, The Israclites did not defend
themselves; they neither threw a stone against them, nor did
they barricade their hiding places, 36. for they said, “Let us all
die with a clear conscience. We call heaven and carth to testify
that you destroy us unlawfully.” 37. So they attacked them on

2-36 THREW NO STONE. They would not fight back on the
Sabbath day, .
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2.26 PHINEAS. He had been zealousin his time on hehalf of the
Law (Numbers 25:7 8).
2:29 TO THE WILDERNESS. In the Judean wilderness there

are countless caves and grotoes which could be used fqr _hidlng-
places. In an carlier period as many assix hundred Benjaminites had
found refuge here as did many others at different periods (Judges
20:47).
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the Sabbath, and they were massacred, they, their wives, their
children and their cattle, a thousand people.
38. When Mauathias and his friends heard the news, they

mourned bitterly over then. 39, They saisd to one another, *If

we all do as our brothers have done, and do not fight against
the pagans for our lives and for our laws, they will soon destroy

us from the face of the earth,” 40. On that day they decided: “10

anyone attack ns in battle on the Sabbath day, let us figln
against him, rather than all die, as our brothers did in their
hiding-places.”

41. It was then that they were joined by a company of
Hasidim, strong Israelite loyalists, each one willingly offering
himsell in the cause of the Law. 42, And all who fled from
harsh treatment joined them, and added o their strength. 43,
They organized an army and struck down sinners in their
anger, and in their wiath those who violated the Liaw, Those
who escaped their attack Hed 1o the pagans 1o save themselves,

44, And Mauathias amd his friends went about the
country and tore down pagan altars, 45, and circumeised by
force as many of the uncircumcised children as they found in
Isracl’s borders. 46, They hunied down the arrogant ones, and
the cause prospered in their hands. 47. So they rescued the
Law from the hands of the pagans and their kings, and would
not let the sinners trivmph.

48, When the time drew near for Matathias o die, he
said to his sons, "Arrogance and reproach have grown strong.
This 1s a time for destruction and anger. 49, My children, be
zealous for the Law, and give your lives for the covenant of our
fathers. 50. Remember the deeds they did in their grneraions,
and great glory and everlasting fame shall be yours. 51. Was
not Abraham faithful in time of 1rial, and so gained credit for

2:52-60 ABRAHAM. The mertorious actions ol the ancestors are
held up as an inspiration o them, beginning with Abraham and
continuing through the generations down to the act of Faith by the
three companions in the story of Daniel.

31

-

O W3 NZRI DIIRRY 01N DIPWH 07 amnn

TIARY LY TRRIY D7Y 173807 1NN SNND YT NY
by o3z anbi k%) 20K Wy WK 1B NUNTDR WMYTIR UK
WM D PIRTTIB ¥ NI I MR ARy B01R by e
nwn oi'3 npnoy WK RKIT WR oY Tbry Xng ol
:0'R1A0RI IOK R WKD 0D Mvy X7 aTenn

3 PRYT M iE oPRnTVIR DZR MR W KD
PIM DIPER 20 N Men onian Y5 ap yink annen
DWINT NE) DD¥RI DOYYTTTIN 13N 0 179N W qywn? oy
1248307 oUhanThR 0] TP DnBna oyeien

N TIRN R NIRITRR 100N IR AnnR 2gn ™
DTN IR ARI0D PRI 73223 WU 17K Wy 0730
037 TR TPNITNR APEIM W 0TI IFIT NPEN T 2NN
VY IR I KDY onD TR

N7 723 TRy 1% MRN Ny amnnn CRT Aapn Mo
nup min? WP 013 Y)Y LR AR M N8nR 0 Anam)
Wy TR niar Cb¥n 911 oniag nthy DYniwe)
eIz N7 opax K1 0%y owh Pim Tia) ontmit opninTl

2:42 A COMPANY OF HASIDIM. These were sirict observers
of the Jewish tradition, They were not of a nationalistic mind as were
the Maccabees. But after the mass slaughter inflicted upon them by
Antiochus’ forces, they joined the Maccabean revolr, withdrawing at a
later me when polincal independence was near realization.

2:47 THE ARROQGANT ONES. This refers tothe Syrians along
with the collaborationist Hellenized Jews.

2:51 EVERLASTING FAME, Innmortality isoffercd as reward.
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