Rabbinical Assembly Tikkun Source Materials
Shavuot 5780

This packet contains source sheets to accompany both the pre-recorded sessions currently available
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAUaY{Tp5xS5DF06maAV4pbigIM tOpxS as
well as the live tikkun, beginning on Thursday, May 28" at 9 PM EDT at
www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun.

Thank you to all of our colleagues who are sharing their Torah to enrich our celebration of Shavuot.
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View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/ S6fmD2I.69A

Moses and Ezekiel:

Should Revelation be Hidden or Revealed?

Rabbinical Assembly Shavuot 5770
Rabbi Abby Sosland

1. Ezekiel 1

(1) In the 30th year, on the fifth day of the
fourth month, when I was in the
community of exiles by the Chebar Canal,
the heavens opened and I saw visions of
God. (2) On the fifth day of the month—it
was the fifth year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin— (3) the word of the LORD
came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, by
the Chebar Canal, in the land of the
Chaldeans. And the hand of the LORD
came upon him there. (4) I looked, and lo,
a stormy wind came sweeping out of the
north—a huge cloud and flashing fire,
surrounded by a radiance; and in the
center of it, in the center of the fire, a
gleam as of amber. (5) In the center of it
were also the figures of four creatures.
This was their appearance: They had the
figures of human beings. (6) However,
each had four faces, and each of them had
four wings; (7) the legs of each were a
single rigid leg, and the feet of each were
like a single calf’s hoof; and their sparkle
was like the luster of burnished bronze.
(8) They had human hands below their
wings. The four of them had their faces
and their wings on their four sides. (9)
Each one’s wings touched those of the
other. They did not turn when they
moved; each could move in the direction
of any of its faces. (10) Each of them had
a human face; each of the four had the
face of a lion on the right; each of the four
had the face of an ox on the left; and each
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of the four had the face of an eagle. (11)
Such were their faces. As for their wings,
they were separated: above, each had two
touching those of the others, while the
other two covered its body. (12) And each
could move in the direction of any of its
faces; they went wherever the spirit
impelled them to go, without turning
when they moved. (13) Such then was the
appearance of the creatures. With them
was something that looked like burning
coals of fire. This fire, like torches, kept
moving about among the creatures; the
fire had a radiance, and lightning issued
from the fire. (14) Dashing to and fro
[among] the creatures was something that
looked like flares. (15) As I gazed on the
creatures, I saw one wheel on the ground
next to each of the four-faced creatures.
(16) As for the appearance and structure
of the wheels, they gleamed like beryl.
All four had the same form; the
appearance and structure of each was as
of two wheels cutting through each other.
(17) When they moved, each could move
in the direction of any of its four quarters;
they did not veer when they moved. (18)
Their rims were tall and frightening, for
the rims of all four were covered all over
with eyes. (19) When the creatures moved
forward, the wheels moved at their sides;
and when the creatures were borne above
the earth, the wheels were borne too. (20)
Wherever the spirit impelled them to go,
they went—wherever the spirit impelled
them—and the wheels were borne
alongside them; for the spirit of the
creatures was in the wheels. (21) When
those moved, these moved; and when
those stood still, these stood still; and
when those were borne above the earth,
the wheels were borne alongside
them—for the spirit of the creatures was
in the wheels. (22) Above the heads of the
creatures was a form: an expanse, with an
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awe-inspiring gleam as of crystal, was
spread out above their heads. (23) Under
the expanse, each had one pair of wings
extended toward those of the others; and
each had another pair covering its body.
(24) When they moved, I could hear the
sound of their wings like the sound of
mighty waters, like the sound of Shaddai,
a tumult like the din of an army. When
they stood still, they would let their wings
droop. (25) From above the expanse over
their heads came a sound. When they
stood still, they would let their wings
droop. (26) Above the expanse over their
heads was the semblance of a throne, in
appearance like sapphire; and on top,
upon this semblance of a throne, there
was the semblance of a human form. (27)
From what appeared as his loins up, [ saw
a gleam as of amber—what looked like a
fire encased in a frame; and from what
appeared as his loins down, I saw what
looked like fire. There was a radiance all
about him. (28) Like the appearance of
the bow which shines in the clouds on a
day of rain, such was the appearance of
the surrounding radiance. That was the
appearance of the semblance of the
Presence of the LORD. When I beheld it,
I flung myself down on my face. I heard
the voice of someone speaking.
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2. Shabbat 13b:8

T2 A5 naw

Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: Truly,
that man is remembered for the good,
and his name is Hananya ben Hizkiya,
as if not for him, the book of Ezekiel
would have been suppressed because its
contents, in many details, contradict
matters of Torah. The Sages sought to
suppress the book and exclude it from the
canon. What did he, Hananya ben
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Hizkiya, do? They brought him three
hundred jugs of oil, for light and food,
up to his upper story, and he sat isolated
in the upper story and did not move
from there until he homiletically
interpreted all of those verses in the
book of Ezekiel that seemed
contradictory, and resolved the
contradictions.

3. Mishnah Chagigah 2:1

(1) They may not expound upon the
subject of forbidden relations in the
presence of three. Nor the work of
creation in the presence of two. Nor [the
work of] the chariot in the presence of
one, unless he is a sage and understands
of his own knowledge. Whoever
speculates upon four things, it would have
been better had he not come into the
world: what is above, what is beneath,
what came before, and what came after.
And whoever takes no thought for the
honor of his creator, it would have been
better had he not come into the world.

'R AT AR

oy kv NPV PUIIT PR (X)
X9) .02 NOWRID YR XY)
13772 OX KON, T2 729702
2200717 22 Iy 1721 0J7]
X7 1983 §2 "X ,0°727 YN
907 1 ,17Vn7 1,077 X2
x'bt_zj 221 .7inRY w1 ,00107
X9y §2 %7 ,135p 7120 Y on
:071Y7 N2

4.

Norman Lamm,'"" The Illusions We Live By," Sermon at The Jewish Center (September
21, 1964).

true for music or painting or sculpture or literature.

From the poet John Ciardi, in the latest issue of Saturday Review,.... "It is always a mistake,"
he writes, "to discuss poetry with a man who insists that it must make sense... For the trouble
with being sensible is not the sense it does or does not make, but the life it never really
manages to get to. It always manages to shut as many doors as it opens... And one of the doors
it always shuts, and always with a slam, is poetry." If you look only for a straight, factual
message, and ignore image and illusion, then you have destroyed poetry. You cannot read
Shakespeare or Wordsworth the way you read the Wall Street Journal. And the same holds
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5. Rudolf Otto, The ldea of the Holy, Oxford University Press; 2nd edition
(December 31, 1958).

We are dealing with something for which there is only one appropriate
expression, mysterium tremendum. . . . The feeling of it may at times come
sweeping like a gentle tide pervading the mind with a tranquil mood of deepest
worship. It may pass over into a more set and lasting attitude of the soul,
continuing, as it were, thrillingly vibrant and resonant, until at last it dies away
and the soul resumes its “profane,” non-religious mood of everyday experience.
... It has its crude, barbaric antecedents and early manifestations, and again it
may be developed into something beautiful and pure and glorious. It may
become the hushed, trembling, and speechless humility of the creature in the
presence of—whom or what? In the presence of that which is a Mystery
inexpressible and above all creatures.

6. Ezekiel 3:12 21321 BRI
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7. Exodus 20:18 790 NRw
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distance, while Moses
approached the thick cloud where
God was.
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View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/BOgCERRIwc

R’ Danny Nevins
Shavuot 5780
Semi-Conscious States of Spirituality

1. Between Sleep and Wakeful, Body and Soul'
“Let me in, my own, my darling, my faultless dove!
For my head is drenched with dew, my locks with
the damp of night.”

Midrash Shir HaShirim Rabbah.

I was asleep. Knesset Yisrael said before the Blessed
Holy One, master of the Universe, I am asleep from
the mitzvot, but my heart is awake to act with love;
I am asleep from righteous acts, but my heart is
awake to do them; I am asleep from the sacred
offerings, but my heart is awake for Shema and
Tefilah; I am asleep from the Temple, but my heart
is awake for the synagogues and study halls; [ am
asleep [to perceive] the end, but my heart is awake
for redemption; I am asleep for redemption, but the
heart of the Holy One is awake to redeem me.
Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba says, “Where do we find
that the Blessed Holy One is the heart of Israel?
From this verse which says (Psalm 73), God is
forever the rock of my heart and my portion.
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Song of Songs 5:2.
I was asleep, but my heart was
wakeful. Hark, my beloved knocks!

Michael Fishbane, JPS Commentary to Song of Songs (p.135):

“Remez” The seeker experiences a dual state of consciousness. The surface mind, ordinarily

concerned with self and ego, was stilled, while in a deeper level of meditative awareness. The

self has withdrawn from worldliness and cultivated a mindfulness of spiritual matters. Sleep

symbolizes the quieting of consciousness; and wakefulness, the focalization on matters of

ultimate concern. In the latter state, one hears with inner ear.

Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, III:51.

When we have acquired a true knowledge of God, and rejoice in that knowledge in such a

manner, that whilst speaking with others, or attending to our bodily wants, our mind is all that

1 The woman of this poem has a divided consciousness, body and soul. So too with God, as it were, in the mystical
imagination. Knesset Yisrael in rabbinic literature refers to the Jewish people. In kabbalistic literature, it refers to the
tenth sefirah, Malkhut or Shekhinah. Kadosh Barukh Hu refers to the fifth sefirah or Tifereth. Together they are the
divine couple which are often divided, but year for reunion.


https://youtu.be/B0gCERtRlwc

time with God; when we are with our heart constantly near God, even whilst our body is in the

society of men; when we are in that state which the Song on the relation between God and man

poetically describes in the following words: "I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my

beloved that knocketh" (Song 5:2):--then we have attained not only the height of ordinary

prophets, but of Moses, our Teacher, of whom Scripture relates: "And Moses alone shall come
near before the Lord" (ibid. 34:28); "But as for thee, stand thou here by me" (Deut. 5:28).

2. Elusive dreams lost to consciousness

Psalms 73:20. When You are aroused You despise
their image, as one does a dream after waking, O
Lord. [NJPS, meaning of Hebrew uncertain]

Moses al-Sheikh commentary. “Like a dream after
waking” means as when a person wakes from a
dream state, which is a light rest of “asleep but not
asleep, awake but not awake.” And they have the
image like the vision in a dream, which is like a
person who is confused, so too will these people
walk in confusion.
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3. Talmud: Sleep Disrupting Mitzvot: Megillah and Pesah

Bavli, Tractate Pesahim 120b

Mishnah: Rabbi Yose says that people who dozed
[during the eating of the paschal lamb] may
continue to eat, [but if they fell] fully asleep they
should not eat [more].

Gemara: What is the meaning of “they dozed? Rav
Ashi says, “Asleep but not asleep, awake but not
awake, like one who can answer when called, but
without knowing how to respond coherently, but
when they remind him [later], he remembers.”

Rashi, commenting on Rav Ashi’s statement at parallel
in B. Megillah 18b. Tir—awake. Respond coherently —
with intelligence from the heart.

4. Banishing Bad Dreams. See Bavli Brakhot, 56b.
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Rambam, MT Taaniot. One who sees a bad dream
must fast the next day so that he will return, and
awaken in his deeds, and search them out and
return in repentance. And he should fast even on
Shabbat and say the prayer “answer us!” in every
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additional day since he did not fulfill the
commanded enjoyment of Shabbat.

5. Kabbalistic Dreaming.

Isaac of Acre, Otzar Hayyim 36a>

I heard [the following about] one of the great
spiritual [masters] from among the Sages of
Investigation [i.e., philosophy]: whenever he would
be challenged by a matter that he could not grasp
and wrap his mind around, he would stand and
drink a cup of good wine and sleep thinking the
matter over in his mind. And in [the state of being
asleep but not asleep [nim v’lo nim] he would
comprehend it, and he would then stand up and
write it down.

6. Discussion

service, even if he didn’t commit to
this before Shabbat. And one who
fasts on Shabbat must then fast an
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a. How do you understand the nature of dreams? Are they a digestion of conscious

experience, a side effect of memory storage, or simply strange material that is ripe

for interpretation? Or, could they be another manifestation of self and mind?

b. The rabbis have prescriptions for how to respond to dreams, sealing in the blessings

of good ones, and mitigating bad ones, either through fasting or through hopeful

interpretations. Is it important to engage in dream therapy, or can these be ignored?

c. Have you ever gained new insight into something difficult because of a dream? Does

Isaac of Acre’s retelling of Avicenna’s method resonate with you?

d. Shavuot is associated with the reception of Torah at midnight. Why might it have

been revealed then? What benefit may we receive from late night study?

2 This text is from a manuscript included by Eitan Fishbane in his book, As Light Before Dawn. He
identifies this scholar as Avicenna or ibn Sina. However, in that passage, the Muslim philosopher recalls
efforts to stay awake, drinking wine (!), and if failing to stay awake, finding new insight upon waking. In
Jewish tradition wine has more positive associations with joy and even with wisdom.



View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/pg3awQ6vegg

The Eartnly Jerusalem and the Heavenly Jerusalem
Incident, magination and Imperative

“When you can do the things that I can, but you don't, and then the bad things
happen? They happen because of you.”
- Peter Parker
Captain America: Civil War (2016)

1) Shabbat and Holiday Liturgy
When will You reign over Zion? Speedily in our days, you will dwell [there] forever.
JBYR TV D77 R2 217P32 1182 ToRA N

2) Weekday Liturgy

To Jerusalem Your city may You return with mercy and dwell in the midst of it as You have
spoken, and build it soon and in our day as an eternal structure. The throne of David quickly
establish. Blessed are You, O Lord, the Builder of Jerusalem.
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3) “Aleinu,” originally from High Holiday Liturgy (3rd Century)

Therefore we hope for You, YHVH our God, to see quickly the manifest glory of Your strength,
to cause the idols to pass away from the Earth and the unbreathing gods to be cut off, to establish
a world under the reign of the Almighty/All-nourishing (I’takein olam b’malkhut Shaddai), and
all people of flesh will call on Your name, to cause all the wicked of the Earth to turn toward
you.
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4) R’ Shlomo Marini (d. 1670, Italy), Sefer Tikkun Olam (Repair of the World), on Isaiah
60:18

“No more will violence be heard in your land, destruction and shattering in your borders, and
you will call salvation your walls, and your gates, praise.” (Isa. 60:18) The character of humanity
will be repaired and all the people of the city will pursue justice and uprightness, these with
those, and even [when they are] outside the city they will be secure from destruction and
cataclysm, in the manner of God’s salvation and the world’s restoration (tikkun ha’olam).

Rabbi Michael Knopf rabbi.knopf@bethelrichmond.org 1
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5) R’ Avraham Yitzhak Hakohen Kook, Olat Ra’ayah, (Offering of Vision) 1, 386

The national purpose of Israel...is distinguished by its hope for itself not being for the sake of
itself—rather, it’s for the sake of the general enlightened good, which is the goodness of morality
and true uprightness, which is impossible to build except through establishment of a world under
the reign of the Almighty/All-nourishing (tikkun olam b’malkhut Shaddai)... However, all the
nations, for each one of them there is a purpose and aim that joins itself [to this purpose] as a
unique expertise that is needed for repair of the world (/ ’tikkun ha’olam)...However, the unique
thing about the wisdom of Israel, the wisdom of the Torah, is that it brings enlightenment [about]
how all the work of the peoples in the fields of wisdom converges to one place, to knowing God,
and to making straight paths through the general tracks of righteousness, which will cause peace
to come into the world...

6) “O JERUSALEM?” by Rabbi Reuven Hammer

From the moment that King David made the city his capital and brought the ark to Jerusalem, so
that it became the religious center of Israel as well, the mountain of God, the city came to
represent all the values and hopes of Judaism. The prophets spoke of it as the place from which
instruction would go forth from God, after which nations would not take up arms against one
another and would never know war again. Of course the irony of history is that this city - whose
very name was interpreted as meaning "the city of peace" (shalom) - has been the seat of war
time and time again. Destroyed twice, bitterly contested, it has been the center of Jewish prayer,
yet was controlled by Jews for only some 600 years of its 3,000-year history of Jewish
connection. But no matter what, Jews never forgot Jerusalem. The oath of the Levites in
Babylonian exile - "If I forget you, O Jerusalem" - became our watchword, recited even at times
of supreme joy. "Next year in Jerusalem" voiced the hope of return during the darkest days of
exile. Jerusalem is more than a dream, however. It is also a real place where real people live. I
remember Jerusalem when it was a sleepy little town divided by barbed wire, concrete walls and
tank barriers, extending no further than the hill opposite the Valley of the Cross, with no traffic
lights and no traffic. In many ways it had a quiet charm that bigness has eradicated. Now it is
large and sprawling, filled with modern buildings, museums, campuses, great hospitals and
facing all the problems that beset modern cities. Traffic is terrible, housing is in short supply and
unemployment and poverty are growing. It is not a city in heaven but a real place on this Earth
and, as such, it faces a challenging future. Jerusalem must find housing for its people. It must
find employment for them. It must find a way for Jews who differ so greatly from one another to
live together and for Jews and Arabs to coexist.

Rabbi Michael Knopf rabbi.knopf@bethelrichmond.org 2
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7) Isaiah 2:2-4

In the days to come, The Mount of the LORD’s House Shall stand firm above the mountains And
tower above the hills; And all the nations Shall gaze on it with joy.

And the many peoples shall go and say: “Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, To the
House of the God of Jacob; That He may instruct us in His ways, And that we may walk in His
paths.” For instruction shall come forth from Zion, The word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Thus He will judge among the nations And arbitrate for the many peoples, And they shall beat
their swords into plowsharesAnd their spears into pruning hooks: Nation shall not take up Sword
against nation; They shall never again know war.
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8) Psalm 122:1-4

A song of ascents. Of David. I rejoiced in those who said to me: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’
Our feet were standing in your gates, Jerusalem.

A Jerusalem that is built as a city that is joined fast together,

Where the tribes, the tribes of God, make pilgrimage...”

1123 M 102 %7 o0JRRa ALY 'rfr'? ni*oyna Y

) TP T W o v Ny

T 7";-mmz; 7ty M0 o Yw

M oYy N Ty 0w My mvaw ouaw oy owy

9) Midrash Psalms 122:4, Babylonian Talmud, Taanit Sa

Said the Holy One, “I will not enter heavenly Jerusalem until I enter earthly Jerusalem.” Is there
a heavenly Jerusalem?” Yes, as it is said: “Jerusalem built up, a city knit together” (Psalms
122:3). Rabbi Joshua ben Levi said, “It means a city which makes all Israel into one fellowship.”

10) Midrash Tanhuma, Parashat P’kudei 1

“The place You made Your abode, O Lord, the sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands
established” (Exodus 15:17). Jerusalem is directly above, opposite earthly Jerusalem. It was
because of the great love [God] has for earthly Jerusalem that God created another in heaven, as
it is said: “See, I have engraved you on the palms of My hands, your walls are ever before Me”

Rabbi Michael Knopf rabbi.knopf@bethelrichmond.org 3
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(Isaiah 49:16). Why, then, was it destroyed? Because: “Swiftly your children are coming; those
who ravaged and ruined you shall leave you” (Isaiah 49:17). Because of that it was destroyed.
Thus David said: “Jerusalem built up, a city knit together” Psalms 122:3) -- that is, a city which
God built. The Jerusalem constructed in heaven is joined together as one with the one that is on
earth. God has sworn that God’s Presence will not enter heavenly Jerusalem until earthly
Jerusalem is rebuilt...

11) Nistarot Eliyahu, Bet HaMidrash 3, p. 67f.

Elijah said, “I see a great and beautiful city which descends from heaven fully built, as it is said:
“Jerusalem built up, a city knit together” (Ps. 122:3). Built up and refined, with people sitting
within it...and I see houses and gates of pearl and doorposts of precious jewels. The treasures of
the Temple are spread out at the entrance, among them Torah and peace, as it is said: “And all
your children shall be learned of the Lord and great shall be the peace of your children” (Isaiah
54:13).

12) Babylonian Talmud, Pesahim 50a

This is like the incident involving Rav Yosef, son of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi,who became ill
and was about to expire. When he returned to good health, his father said to him: What did you
see when you were about to die? He said to him: I saw an inverted world. Those above,i.e., those
who are considered important in this world, were below,insignificant, while those below,i.e.,
those who are insignificant in this world, were above.
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Rabbi Aha bar Hanina said: The World-to-Come is not like this world.
X277 09 7177 0990 KD RI°2M 92 RAR 27 0K

13) Babylonian Talmud, Pesahim 50a

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: In the future the Holy One, Blessed be He, will extend

Jerusalemby as much asthe distance that a horse can runthe entire time it casts a shadow

[metzeil].Jerusalem will be so large that a horse running from one side of the city in the morning

will not arrive at the other end of the city until midday, when its shadow will have disappeared.
25X 77 D0V TV 207w DY AP0 X1 7102 WITRT TNV 217 12 YWY 020 R
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14) Midrash Tanhuma, Parashat Tzav 12

(Lev. 8:3:) “And assemble the whole congregation.” He said to him, “Where?**See Lev. R.
10:9; cf. Gen. R. 5:7.He said unto him, “Unto the door of the tent of meeting.” Moses our master
said to him, “Master of the world, [there are] sixty myriads of adults and sixty myriads of young
people. How will I have them stand at the opening of the tent of meeting? [The area is] only the
size of a field requiring of two seah of seed; yet you are saying (in Lev. 8:3:), ‘And assemble the
whole congregation?’” The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Are you surprised about this
thing? Are the heavens not like a cataract on the eye? And [yet] [ made them [to stretch] from
one end of the world to the other, as stated (in Is. 40:22), “Who has stretched out the heavens like
a curtain [and spread them out like a tent to dwell in].” And also in the world to come I will do
likewise for Zion. How will all those populations from the first Adam until the dead rise [have
room to] stand? Then they are going to say (in Is. 49:20), ‘The place is too crowded for me;
make room for me to dwell.” What shall I do for them? I shall enlarge it, as stated (in Is. 54:2),
‘Enlarge the site of your tabernacle.””
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15) Micah 4:6-7
In that day —declares the LORD— I will assemble the lame [sheep] And will gather the outcast
And those I have treated harshly;
And I will turn the lame into a remnant And the expelled into a populous nation. And the LORD
will reign over them on Mount Zion Now and for evermore.
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16) Micah 4:1-4

In the days to come, The Mount of the LORD’s House shall stand Firm above the mountains;
And it shall tower above the hills. The peoples shall gaze on it with joy,

And the many nations shall go and shall say: “Come, Let us go up to the Mount of the LORD, To
the House of the God of Jacob; That He may instruct us in His ways, And that we may walk in
His paths.” For instruction shall come forth from Zion, The word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
Thus He will judge among the many peoples, And arbitrate for the multitude of nations,
However distant; And they shall beat their swords into plowsharesAnd their spears into pruning
hooks. Nation shall not take up Sword against nation; They shall never again knowwar;

But every man shall sit Under his grapevine or fig tree With no one to disturb him. For it was the
LORD of Hosts who spoke.
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17) Isaiah 56:1, 7-8

Thus said the LORD: Observe what is right and do what is just; For soon My salvation shall
come, And my deliverance be revealed.

I will bring them to My sacred mount And let them rejoice in My house of prayer. Their burnt
offerings and sacrifices Shall be welcome on My altar; For My House shall be called A house of
prayer for all peoples.”

Thus declares the Lord GOD, Who gathers the dispersed of Israel: “I will gather still more to
those already gathered.”
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18) Isaiah 1:26-27
I will restore your magistrates as of old, And your counselors as of yore. After that you shall be
called City of Righteousness, Faithful City.”
Zion shall be saved with justice; Her repentant ones, with righteousness.
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19) Malbim, Commentary on Isaiah 2:4

The need for the means of war is due to two things 1) between two peoples who do not have a
shared religion the sword is necessary to judge and decide between them, 2) guarding the
government and order within a particular country, that people not rebel and throw off the yoke of
rule. In response to this it says that in that time these reasons will be nullified, because he will
judge and rebuke in the matters that cause conflict between nations, and rebuke will be sufficient
to stop many peoples from transgressing the law. Then, since they no longer need to wage war,
perforce the will ‘beat their swords into plowshares’ and no more learn the ways of war.

20) Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to Elijah: When will the Messiah come? Elijah said to him: Go
ask him. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked: And where is he sitting? Elijah said to him: At the
entrance of the city of Rome. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked him: And what is his identifying
sign by means of which I can recognize him? Elijah answered: He sits among the poor who
suffer from illnesses. And all of them untie their bandages and tie them all at once, but the
Messiah unties one bandage and ties one at a time. He says: Perhaps I will be needed to serve
to bring about the redemption. Therefore, I will never tie more than one bandage, so that I will
not be delayed. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi went to the Messiah. He said to the Messiah:
Greetings to you, my rabbi and my teacher.The Messiah said to him: Greetings to you, bar
Leva’i. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to him: When will the Master come?The Messiah said
to him: Today. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi went to Elijah. Elijah said to him: What didthe
Messiah say to you? He said to Elijah that the Messiah said: Greetings [shalom] to you, bar
Leva’i. Elijah said to him:He thereby guaranteed that you and your father will enter the
World-to-Come. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to Elijah: The Messiah lied to me, as he said
to me: I am coming today, and he did not come. Elijah said to him that this is what he said to
you: He said that he will come “todays, if you listen to his voice” (Psalms 95:7).
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View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/i4bq0qp2XQw

Rabbi Ahud Sela
Shavuot 5780
Rabbinical Assembly Tikkun

Rabbi Norman Lamm

| accept unapologetically the idea of verbal revelation of the Torah. | do
not take seriously the caricature of this idea which reduces Moses to a
secretary taking dictation. Any competing notion of revelation, such as
the various “inspiration” theories, can similarly be made to sound
absurd by anthropomorphic parallels. Exactly how this communication
took place no one can say: it is no less mysterious than the nature of
the One who spoke . .. How God spoke is a mystery; how Moses
received this message is an irrelevancy. That God spoke is of the
utmost significance, and what He said must therefore be intelligible to
humans in a human context, even if one insists upon an endlessly
profound mystical overplus of meaning in the text. To deny that God
can make His will clearly know is to impose upon Him a limitation of
dumbness that would insult the least of His human creatures.

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan

Instead of assuming the Torah “to be divine revelation,” | assume it to
be the expression of ancient Israel’s attempt to base its life on a
declaration of dependence upon God, and on a constitution, which
embodies the laws according to which God expected ancient Israel to
live. The declaration is spelled out in the narrative part of the Torah,
and the constitution is spelled out in the law code of the Torah.

Evaluated in this light, the Torah may still be considered as a divine
revelation in the sense that it testifies to the reality of God as the spirit

16


https://youtu.be/i4bq0qp2XQw

which promotes righteousness in the world. To assert that it is not,
however, to affirm what our fathers meant when they spoke of Torah
Min HaShamayim (Torah from Heaven). It affirms that the Torah
reveals God, not that God revealed the Torah. It assumes that the
process by which the Torah actually came into being is divine, in the
sense that it is a manifestation of the will to salvation or life abundant
and that the doctrines and laws of other civilizations, being part of the
same process, also are divine.

Franz Rosenzweig

Thus revelation is certainly not Law-giving. It is only this: Revelation.
The primary content is revelation itself. “He came down” [on Sinai]-this
already concludes the revelation. “He spoke” is the beginning of
interpretation, and certainly “I am.” But where does this
“interpretation” stop being legitimate?

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

As a report about revelation the Bible itself is a midrash. To convey
what the prophets experienced, the Bible could use either terms of
description or terms of indication. Any description of the act of
revelation in empirical categories would have produced a caricature.
That is why all the Bible does is to state that revelation happened; how
it happened is something they could only convey in words that are
evocative and suggestive.

Out of the experience of the prophets came the words, words that try
to interpret what they perceived.
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The Bible reflects its divine as well as its human authorship. Expressed
in the language of a particular age, it addresses itself to all ages;
disclosed in particular acts, its spirit is everlasting.

The essence of our faith in the sanctity of the Bible is that its words
contain that which God wants us to know and to fulfill.

The act of revelation is a mystery, while the record of revelation is a
literary fact, phrased in the language of man.

Are the words of Scripture coextensive and identical with the words of
God? Granted that the text of scripture as handed down to us consists
of gems of God and diamonds quarried out of prophetic souls,
discerning what is divine and what is but “a little lower” than divine?
The spirit of God is set in the language of man, and who shall judge
what is content and what is frame?
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View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/wCdaJCISKjA

My Teacher
Tikkun Leil Shavuot Study

Source Sheet by Rabbi Edward Bernstein

More info >

Pirkei Avot 1:6

(6) Joshua ben Perahiah and Nittai the
Arbelite received [the oral tradition] from
them. Joshua ben Perahiah used to say:
appoint for thyself a teacher, and acquire
for thyself a companion and judge all men
with the scale weighted in his favor.
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Rabba Tamar Elad-Appelbaum, Pirke Avot Lev Shalem, p. 24

We have translated asei ['khi rav as find for yourself a teacher, but the Hebrew verb
literally means "to make" or "to fashion," and thus suggests that one must actively
and consciously select a teacher, rather than passively following along whoever

happens to be present.

Pirkei Avot 6:3

(3) One who learns from his fellow one
chapter, or one halakhah, or one verse, or
one word, or even one letter, is obligated to
treat him with honor; for so we find with
David, king of Israel, who learned from
Ahitophel no more than two things, yet
called him his master, his guide and his
beloved friend, as it is said, “But it was
you, a man mine equal, my guide and my
beloved friend” (Psalms 55:14). Is this not
[an instance of the argument] “from the
less to the greater” (kal vehomer)? If
David, king of Israel who learned from

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/237118?editor=1
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Ahitophel no more than two things,
nevertheless called him his master, his
guide and his beloved friend; then in the
case of one who learns from his fellow one
chapter, or one halakhah, or one verse, or
one word, or even one letter, all the more
so he is under obligation to treat him with
honor. And “honor’” means nothing but
Torah, as it is said, “It is honor that sages
inherit” (Proverbs 3:35). “And the perfect
shall inherit good” (Proverbs 28:10), and
“good” means nothing but Torah, as it is
said, “For I give you good instruction; do
not forsake my Torah” (Proverbs 4:2).

Bava Metzia 33a

MISHNA: If one finds his lost item and
his father’s lost item, tending to his own
lost item takes precedence. Similarly, if
one finds his lost item and his teacher’s
lost item, tending to his own lost item
takes precedence.

Bava Metzia 33a

If one finds his father’s lost item and his
teacher’s lost item, tending to his
teacher’s lost item takes precedence, as
his father brought him into this world,
and his teacher, who taught him the
wisdom of Torah, brings him to life in the
World-to-Come. And if his father is a
Torah scholar, then his father’s lost item
takes precedence.

Bava Metzia 33a

If his father and his teacher were each
carrying a burden and he wants to assist
them in putting down their burdens, he first
places his teacher’s burden down and
thereafter places his father’s burden
down. If his father and his teacher were

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/237118?editor=1
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in captivity, he first redeems his teacher
and thereafter redeems his father. And if
his father is a Torah scholar, he first
redeems his father and thereafter
redeems his teacher.

; Bava Metzia 33a N 379 RYIER N22
§ The mishna teaches: If his father and his 110 91 IRWN PRI 127 173K 777

teacher were each carrying a burden, he
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The Sages taught in a baraita (Tosefta 927 131°77 WA 21 92 IR TN
2:30): His teacher, with regard to whom KOR POV PRI KO 199K IIK 207

the tanna’im stated in the mishna that his
burden takes precedence, is his teacher
who taught him wisdom, i.e., the profound
analysis of the Torah that constitutes the
Talmud, and not his teacher who taught
him Bible or Mishna; this is the
statement of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehuda
says: The reference is to any teacher from
whom one learned most of his knowledge,
be it Bible, Mishna, or Talmud. Rabbi
Yosei says: Even if he enlightened him in
the understanding of only one mishna, that
is his teacher.
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transgress if he does not treat him in the

proper manner. By contrast, with regard to

a rabbi who forgoes his honor, his honor

is not forgone.
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went before them by day” (Exodus RNW:T 95 X329 99K anY o3°10° -[171‘-‘

13:21). God Himself, the Teacher of the AN R P97 XY "3 WTPT ang
Jewish people, had forgone the honor due

Him and took the trouble to guide the TR 12 M0 XA T
people. Rava said: How can these cases

be compared? There, with regard to the

Holy One, Blessed be He, the world is

His and the Torah is His, and therefore

He can forgo His honor.

10. N

Fred Rogers Acceptance Speech - 1997

1. What we need more than anything else is not textbooks but textpeople. It is the
personality of the teacher which is the text that the pupils read; the text that they will
never forget. The modern teacher, while not wearing a snowy beard, is a link in the
chain of a tradition. He is the intermediary between the past and the present as well.
Yet he is also the creator of the future of our people. He must teach the pupils to
evaluate the past in order to clarify their future.

Heschel, Abraham Joshua. Insecurity of Freedom (p. 237). Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Kindle Edition.
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View the accompanying video session at https://youtu.be/-bqU804eh8Q

“Near...” HOW TO Hug

©Q Closeness in a Time of Social Distancing: What is Love?

Rabbi Eric Yanoff ~ evanoff(@adathisracl.org
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You shall bound off the People, all around.... — Shemot (Exodus) 19:12
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But Moses said to Adonai, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for You warned us saying, ‘Set

>

bounds about the mountain and sanctify it. — Shemot 19:23
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Aaron and all the Israelites saw that the skin of Moses’ face was radiant; and they shrank from coming
near him. But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the chieftains in the assembly returned to him, and
Moses spoke to them. Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he instructed them concerning all that
Adonai had imparted to him on Mount Sinai. - Shemot 34:30-32
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Raising her eyes, Rebekah saw Isaac. She alighted from the camel and said to the servant, “Who is that
man walking in the field toward us?” And the servant said, “That is my master.” So she took her veil and

covered herself. o4 - Bereishit (Genesis) 24:64-65
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Distancing from a Tragedy: The Death of Rabbi Meir’s Sons:
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"A valiant woman, who can find" - They said, "There was a story about Rabbi Meir who was sitting and expounding
in the study hall on Shabbat afternoon, when two of his sons died. What did his [their] mother do? She placed
both of them on the bed and spread a sheet over them. At the end of Shabbat, Rabbi Meir came home from the
study hall. He said to her, "Where are my two sons?' She said [back], "They went to the study hall.' He said to her,
'T scanned the study hall and I did not see them." They gave him the cup of Havdalah and he separated [the days
of the week with the closure of Shabbat|. He repeated and said, "Where are my two sons?' She said, "They went
elsewhere and they are coming now.' She placed food in front of him and he ate and blessed. After he blessed, she
said to him, 'T have a question to ask you.' He said to her, 'Say your question.' She said to him, 'Rabbi, before today,
a man came and deposited something with me, and now he is coming to take it. Should we return it to him or
not?' He said, 'My daughter, one who has a deposit with him must return it to its owner.' She said to him, "Were it
not for your consent, I would not have given it to him.' What did she do? She grabbed his hand, brought him up
to that room, had him approach the bed and took off the sheet from upon them. When he saw both of them dead
and laying upon the bed, he began to cry and say, 'My sons, my sons, my teachers, my teachers - my sons in the
way of the world, my teachers in that they would enlighten my eyes with their Torah." At that time, she said to
Rabbi Meir, 'Rabbi, is this not what I told you - do I not need to return the deposit to its Owner?' He said, ""The
Lord has given and the Lord has taken; may the name of the Lord be blessed" (Job 1:21)." Rabbi Chanina said,
"With this thing, she consoled him and his mind became composed - that is why it states, 'A valiant woman, who

can find." - Midrash Mishlei (Proverbs) 31:10

Time and Place — All One?

... This is a radical departure from accustomed religious thinking. The mythical mind would expect that,
after heaven and earth have been established, God would create a holy place—a holy mountain or a holy
spring—whereupon a sanctuary is to be established. Yet it seems as if to the Bible it is holiness in time,
the Sabbath, which comes first.

When history began, there was only one holiness in the world, holiness in time. When at Sinai the word
of God was about to be voiced, a call for holiness in man was proclaimed: “Thou shalt be unto me a holy
people.” It was only after the people had succumbed to the temptation of worshipping a thing, a golden
calf, that the erection of a Tabernacle, of holiness in space, was commanded. The sanctity of time came
first, the sanctity of man came second, and the sanctity of space last. Time was hallowed by God; space,

the Tabernacle, was consecrated by Moses. ) - Rabbi Abraham Joshna Heschel, The Sabbath
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Ain at 9:40 PM EDT/6:40 PM PDT at www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun

Top 5 Hits of the Torah:
How does Each Book of the Torah Teach us to be Jewish

A Shavuot Study Session with Rabbi Rachel Ain

Mekhilta D’Rabbi Ishmael, Exodus 20:2

Why were the Ten Commandments not said at the beginning of the Torah?

The Rabbis give a parable. To what may this be compared? To the following: A king who
entered a province said to the people, “May I be your king?”” But the people said to him, “Have
you done anything for us that you should rule over us?”” What did he do then? He built the city
wall for them, he brought the water supply for them, he fought their battles. Then when he said
to them “May I be your king?” They said to him, “Yes.”

Likewise, God and the Israelites. God brought them out of Egypt; God divided the sea for them,
sent down the manna for them, brought up the well of water for them and brought the quails for
them. God fought with them the battle with Amalek. Then God said to them, “Am I to be your
King?” And they said, “Yes.”

Questions
What would you put in our narrative?

What do people need to know from the Torah to teach our story?

Genesis Chapter 12

1. And the Lord had said to Abram, Get out from your country, and from your family, and from
your father’s house, to a land that I will show you;2. And I will make of you a great nation, and I
will bless you, and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing;

3. And I will bless those who bless you, and curse him who curses you; and in you shall all
families of the earth be blessed.

Exodus Chapter 19

16. And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there was thunder and lightning, and
a thick cloud upon the mount, and the sound of a shofar exceedingly loud; so that all the people
who were in the camp trembled.17. And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet
with God; and they stood at the lower part of the mount.

18. And Mount Sinai was altogether in smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and
its smoke ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount trembled greatly.19. And
when the voice of the shofar sounded long, and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and
God answered him by a voice.20. And the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the
mount; and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up.21. And the
Lord said to Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through to the Lord to gaze, and
many of them perish.
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22. And let the priests also, who come near the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord break
forth upon them.23. And Moses said to the Lord, The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for
you charged us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.24. And the Lord said to
him, Go, get you down, and you shall come up, you, and Aaron with you; but let not the priests
and the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest he break forth upon them.25. So Moses
went down to the people, and spoke to them.

Leviticus Chapter 23

1. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2. Speak to the people of Israel, and say to them, The
feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim to be holy gatherings, these are my feasts.3. Six
days shall work be done; but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, a holy gathering; you shall do
no work in it; it is the sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings.

Numbers Chapter 14

1. And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.2. And
all the people of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole congregation
said to them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in
this wilderness!3. And why has the Lord brought us to this land, to fall by the sword, that our
wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?4. And
they said one to another, Let us choose a chief, and let us return to Egypt.5. Then Moses and
Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel.6.
And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of those who spied the
land, tore their clothes;7. And they spoke to all the company of the people of Israel, saying, The
land, which we passed through to spy, is an exceedingly good land.8. If the Lord delights in us,
then he will bring us into this land, and give it to us; a land which flows with milk and honey.

Deuteronomy Chapter 6

4. Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord;

5. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your might.6. And these words, which I command you this day, shall be in your heart;7. And you
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up.8. And you shall
bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.9. And you
shall write them upon the posts of your house, and on your gates.
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Artson at 12:15 AM EDT/9:15 PM PDT at www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun

@ Ziegler School of

Rabbinic Studies
7 Acquiring Torah: The Story of Rabbi Akiva
From the Desk of Rabbi Bradley S. Artson Avot De-Rebbe Natan 6:2
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What was Rabbi Akiva's origin? The Sages said, He was 40 years old and had not studied

anything. Once he was standing next to a well. He said, Who hollowed out this stone?” They
said to him, “Was it not the water that drips upon it constantly every day?’ They said to him,
“Akiva, have you never read the verse, Stones are worn away by water (Job 14:19)> Immediately Rabbi
Akiva thought of a kal va-chomer argument regarding himself: “If something soft can sculpt
something hard, then words of Torah, which are hard as iron, are all the moreso capable of
hollowing out my heart, which is flesh and blood.” Immediately he turned away to learn Torah.
He went with his son, and they sat before the teachers of schoolchildren. Rabbi Akiva said to the
teacher, "My master, teach me Torah.” Rabbi Akiva held one end of the tablet and his sone held
an end of the tablet. The teacher wrote out 2 ...NX for him and he learned it. N ...NX and he learned
it. The Book of Leviticus, and he learned it. Rabbi Akiva continued learning until he had learned
the whole Torah in its entirety.
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He went and sat before Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua. He said to them, “My masters! Reveal

to me the Mishnah's reasoning.” Once they told him one halakhah, he went and sat by himself.
He said, “Why was this X written? Why was this 2 written> Why was this matter stated?> He went
back asked them and brought them to a standstill with his words.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says, | will offer you a parable: to what is this comparable? To a

stonecutter who was quarrying in the mountains. Once, he took his ax in hand and went and sat
on the mountain, and he was dislodging small pebbles from it. People came and said to him,
"What are you doing?" He said to them, "I am uprooting this mountain and casting it into the
Jordan River.” They replied to him, “You cannot uproot the whole mountain!” Nevertheless, he
persisted quarrying until he reached a huge slab of rock. He got under it, detached it and
uprooted it, and cast it into the Jordan, saying to it, “This is not your place. Rather, that is your

www.bradartson.com ¢ www.facebook.com/rabbiartson
www.zieglertorah.org * bartson@aiju.edu
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@ Ziegler School of
Rabbinic Studies
7 Acquiring Torah: The Story of Rabbi Akiva

From the Desk of Rabbi Bradley S. Artson Avot De-Rebbe Natan 6:2
place.” This is what Rabbi Akiva did to Rabbi Eliezer and to Rabbi Yehoshua.
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Rabbi Tarfon said to Rabbi Akiva, “Akiva, about you Scripture states, From the waters of the deep were

barnessed rivers, bringing secret things into the light (Job 28:11). Things that were concealed from people,
Rabbi Akiva has brought out into the light.
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Each and every day, Rabbi Akiva would bring a bundle of twigs. Half he would sell to sustain

himself and half he would use. His neighbors confronted him and told him, “Akiva, you are
destroying us with the smoke! Sell the twigs to us, buy oil with the money, and study by the light
of a lamp.” Rabbi Akiva told them, "l make many uses of the twigs: one, | learn by their light,

two, | warm myself opposite them, and three, | sleep on them.”
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This is destined to condemn all poor people in judgment. For if [the heavenly court] says to

them, “Why did you not learn?” and they answer, “Because we were poor,” the prosecutors will
respond to them, But was Rabbi Akiva not extremely poor and destitute? So they will change
their argument and say, “...because of the needs of our little children!” The prosecutor will
respond, “But did Rabbi Akiva not also have sons and daughters> Rather, what the poor will say
to them is "because his wife, Rachel, was especially meritorious.”
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Rabbi Akiva went to learn Torah when he was 40 years old. At the end of 13 years he taught

Torah publicly. The Sages said, he did not depart from the world until he had tables of silver and
gold, and until he would ascend to his bed upon golden ladders. His wife would go out wearing
kardemin and a City of Gold. His students told him, “Master, because of what you have done for
her, you have shamed us.” He said to them, “She has suffered together with me through much
travail in pursuit of Torah.”

www.bradartson.com ¢ www.facebook.com/rabbiartson
www.zieglertorah.org * bartson@aiju.edu
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Levy at 1:40 AM EDT/10:40 PM PDT at www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun

From Where Will Our Help Come?

Our Hands and the Hands of God
Rabbi Chai Levy,
Congregation Netivot Shalom, Berkeley, CA

Exodus 13:9-14:30

(9) “And this shall serve you as a sign on
your hand and as a reminder on your
forehead—in order that the Teaching of
the LORD may be in your mouth—that with
a mighty hand the LORD freed you from
Egypt. (10) You shall keep this institution at
its set time from year to year ...(14) And
when, in time to come, your child asks you,
saying, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall
say to him, ‘It was with a mighty hand that
the LORD brought us out from Egypt, the
house of bondage...(16) “And so it shall be
as a sign upon your hand and as a symbol
on your forehead that with a mighty hand
the LORD freed us from Egypt.”... 14:(10)
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught
sight of the Egyptians advancing upon
them. Greatly frightened, the Israelites
cried out to the LORD. (11) And they said to
Moses, “Was it for want of graves in Egypt
that you brought us to die in the
wilderness? What have you done to us,
taking us out of Egypt? (12) Is this not the
very thing we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let
us be, and we will serve the Egyptians, for
it is better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness’?” (13) But
Moses said to the people, “Have no fear!
Stand by, and witness the deliverance
which the LORD will work for you today; for
the Egyptians whom you see today you will
never see again. (14) The LORD will battle
for you; you hold your peace!” (15) Then
the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry
out to Me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
(16) And you lift up your rod and hold out
your arm over the sea and split it, so that
the Israelites may march into the sea on dry
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ground. (17) And | will stiffen the hearts of
the Egyptians so that they go in after them;
and | will gain glory through Pharaoh and
all his warriors, his chariots and his
horsemen. (18) Let the Egyptians know
that | am LORD, when | gain glory through
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”
(19) The angel of God, who had been going
ahead of the Israelite army, now moved
and followed behind them; and the pillar of
cloud shifted from in front of them and
took up a place behind them, (20) and it
came between the army of the Egyptians
and the army of Israel. Thus there was the
cloud with the darkness, and it cast a spell
upon the night, so that the one could not
come near the other all through the night.
(21) Then Moses held out his arm over the
sea and the LORD drove back the sea with
a strong east wind all that night, and
turned the sea into dry ground. The waters
were split, (22) and the Israelites went into
the sea on dry ground, the waters forming
a wall for them on their right and on their
left. (23) The Egyptians came in pursuit
after them into the sea, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and horsemen. (24) At the
morning watch, the LORD looked down
upon the Egyptian army from a pillar of fire
and cloud, and threw the Egyptian army
into panic. (25) He locked the wheels of
their chariots so that they moved forward
with difficulty. And the Egyptians said, “Let
us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is
fighting for them against Egypt.” (26) Then
the LORD said to Moses, “Hold out your
arm over the sea, that the waters may
come back upon the Egyptians and upon
their chariots and upon their horsemen.”
(27) Moses held out his arm over the sea,
and at daybreak the sea returned to its
normal state, and the Egyptians fled at its
approach. But the LORD hurled the
Egyptians into the sea. (28) The waters
turned back and covered the chariots and
the horsemen—Pharaoh’s entire army that
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followed them into the sea; not one of
them remained. (29) But the Israelites had
marched through the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their
right and on their left. (30) Thus the LORD
delivered Israel that day from the
Egyptians. Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the shore of the sea.

Shemot Rabbah 21:10

The children of Israel went into the midst
of the sea upon dry ground. (Exodus 14:22)
[How is this possible?] If they went into the
sea, how was it on dry ground? And if they
went onto dry ground, then why does it say
"into the midst of the sea?" From here you
learn that the sea didn't split until they
went in up to their nostrils, and only then
did it become dry land.
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Sfat Emet, Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger (1847-1905), on 7th day of Pesach:
The essence of the miracle of the splitting of the sea was that the Jews would merit it on their

own, through their own deeds.

Netivot Shalom, Rabbi Shalom Noach Barzovsky (1911-2000), on Parashat Beshallach:
Regarding the great revelation of the splitting of the sea...it came about through the power of
Israel. That is why God said to him, "Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to the Israelites and get
going!" Israel will display their trust in God, jumping into the sea through the force of that trust,
and in this manner they will draw out salvation and the revelation of the splitting of the sea.

Exodus 15:1-6

(1) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this
song to the LORD. They said: | will sing to
the LORD, for He has triumphed gloriously;
Horse and driver He has hurled into the
sea. (2) The LORD is my strength and

might; He is become my deliverance. This is
my God and | will enshrine Him; The God of
my father, and | will exalt Him. (3) The
LORD, the Warrior— LORD is His name! (4)
Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has
cast into the sea; And the pick of his
officers Are drowned in the Sea of Reeds.
(5) The deeps covered them; They went
down into the depths like a stone. (6) Your
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right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,
Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the foe!

Rashi on Exodus 15:6

(1) 72 ... 72 THY RIGHT HAND — twice!
— When Israel performs the will of the
Omnipresent the left hand (intended for
punishment) becomes a right hand
(bestowing reward, so that God has two
right hands as it were) (Mekhilta d'Rabbi
Yishmael 15:5).

Exodus 15:20

(20) Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s
sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all
the women went out after her in dance
with timbrels.
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Exodus 17:8-13

(8) Amalek came and fought with Israel at
Rephidim. (9) Moses said to Joshua, “Pick
some men for us, and go out and do battle
with Amalek. Tomorrow | will station
myself on the top of the hill, with the rod
of God in my hand.” (10) Joshua did as
Moses told him and fought with Amalek,
while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to
the top of the hill. (11) Then, whenever
Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed;
but whenever he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed. (12) But Moses’ hands
grew heavy; so they took a stone and put it
under him and he sat on it, while Aaron
and Hur, one on each side, supported his
hands; thus his hands remained steady
until the sun set. (13) And Joshua
overwhelmed the people of Amalek with
the sword.
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Ackerman at 2:20 AM EDT/11:20 PM PDT at www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun

— A9 Mpwian IpY? Give me of the kisses of Your mouth —
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Come and see how God's voice goes out to each Israelite, to each one according to that person’s particular ability. To the
elderly in keeping with their ability, to the young in keeping with their ability, to the women in keeping with their ability,
and even to Moses in keeping with his ability... [Shmot Rabba 5:9]
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Rabbi Yohanan said: “An angel would carry forth each Word [each Commandment of the Ten Commandments] from before the
Holy One of Blessing, and bring it about to every Israelite and say to her/him: ‘Do you accept upon yourself this Word? There
are so and so many rules that pertain to it, so and so many penalties that pertain to it, so and so many decrees that pertain to it,
so many religious duties, and so many lenient and stringent aspects that apply to it and so and so much reward [and
punishment] that accrues in connection with it.” And the Israelite would say, ‘Yes.” And [then] the angel would go and say to him
again, ‘Do you accept the divinity of the Holy One of Blessing?’ And the Israelite would say, ‘Yes, yes.” Immediately, [the angel]

would kiss him/her on the mouth...”
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Rabbis say: "It was the Word itself that made the rounds of the Israelites one by one, saying to each one, ‘Do you accept me
upon yourself? There are so and so many rules that pertain to me, so and so many penalties that pertain to me, so and so many
decrees that pertain to me, and so many religious duties, and so and so many lenient and stringent aspects, that apply to me,
and so and so much reward [and punishment] that accrues in connection with me.” And the Israelite would say, ‘Yes.’
Immediately the Word would kiss him on the mouth...” [Shir ha-Shirim Rabba 1:2]

Rabbi David Ackerman
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Arian at 4:40 AM EDT/1:40 AM PDT at www.tinvurl.com/RATikkun

Babylon Talmud, Tractate Pesachim Pg. 100a
Translation: Rabbi Charles Arian

The subject under discussion is the question of what happens if a group of Jews is having a meal
together late Friday afternoon and they discover that the sun has set, thus beginning the Shabbat.
Among other questions is what grace needs to be said at the conclusion of the just-finished meal, the
weekday grace or the Shabbat grace -- since the meal was eaten on a weekday but the blessing is in
fact being said on a Shabbat. Rabbi Yehuda says that under the circumstances we immediately stop
eating, spread a tablecloth, say the Shabbat Kiddush over wine, and then say the Shabbat grace,
Rabbi Yose says no, we finish eating and say the weekday grace, then spread the tablecloth and say
the Kiddush.

We learn (in a Baraita): We stop for Shabbat, according to the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda. Rabbi Yose
says: we do not stop.

It happened once that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Yose were dining in
Akko when the day became sanctified on them (i.e., the meal was late Friday afternoon and they
noticed that Shabbat had started.) Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said to Rabbi Yose: “Rabbi, with

your permission may we stop, out of deference to the opinion of our colleague Yehuda?”

He said to him: “every day (in the Study House) you prefer my opinion to that of Rabbi Yehuda, and
now you prefer Rabbi Yehuda’s opinion over mine? ‘Will he have his way with the Queen in my own
house? (Esther 7)°”

He said to him: “if that is the case we will not stop, lest the students see and establish a law for all
generations.” It was said that they did not move from there until they established the law according to
the opinion of Rabbi Yose.
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Tune in to the live video session with Rabbi Kirshner at 5:40 AM EDT/2:40 AM PDT at www.tinyurl.com/RATikkun

Rabbi David-Seth Kirshner

Shavuot Study — Rabbinical Assembly Tikkun
2020/5780
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Tanach - Deuteronomy Chapter 21

1. If one is found slain in the land which the Lord your God gives you to possess,

lying in the field, and it is not known who has slain him; 2. Then your elders and your
judges shall come forth, and they shall measure the distance to the cities which are
around him who is slain; 3. And it shall be, that the city which is nearest to the slain
man, the elders of that city shall take a heifer, which has not been worked with, and
which has not pulled in the yoke; 4. And the elders of that city shall bring down the
heifer to a rough ravine, which is neither plowed nor sown, and shall strike off the
heifer's neck there in the ravine; 5. And the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come near; for
them the Lord your God has chosen to minister to him, and to bless in the name of the
Lord; and by their word shall every controversy and every assault be tried;

6. And all the elders of that city, which is nearest to the slain man, shall wash their
hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley; 7. And they shall answer and say,
“our hands have not shed this blood, nor have our eyes seen it. 8. Be merciful, O Lord,
to your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and lay not innocent blood to your
people of Israel’s charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them.”
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Talmud - Mas. Yoma 22A - MISHNAH.CHAPTER 11

ORIGINALLY WHOSOEVER DESIRED TO REMOVE [THE ASHES FROM] THE ALTAR DID SO.
IF THEY WERE MANY, THEY WOULD RUN AND MOUNT THE RAMP [OF THE ALTAR] AND
HE THAT CAME FIRST WITHIN FOUR CUBITS OBTAINED THE PRIVILEGE. IF TWO WERE
EVEN, THE OFFICER WOULD SAY TO THEM [ALL:] RAISE THE FINGER! AND HOW MANY
DID THEY PUT FORTH? ONE OR TWO [BUT ONE DID NOT PUT FORTH THE THUMB IN THE
TEMPLE.]

IT ONCE HAPPENED THAT TWO WERE EVEN AS THEY RAN TO MOUNT THE RAMP. ONE
OF THEM PUSHED HIS FELLOW WHO FELL AND BROKE HIS LEG. WHEN THE COURT SAW
THAT THEY INCURRED DANGER, THEY ORDAINED THAT THE ALTAR BE CLEARED ONLY BY
COUNT [Lottery]. THERE WERE FOUR COUNTS. THIS IS THE FIRST COUNT.
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Babylonia Talmud - Yoma 23b

IT ONCE HAPPENED THAT TWO WERE EVEN AS THEY RAN TO MOUNT THE RAMP.

Our Rabbis taught: It once happened that two priests were equal as they ran to mount
the ramp and when one of them came first within four cubits of the altar, the other took
a knife and thrust it into his heart.

R. Zadok stood on the steps of the Hall and said: Our brethren of the house of Israel
hear ye, behold it says: If one be found slain in the land... then thy elders and judges
shall come forth . . . On whose behalf shall we offer the heifer whose neck is to be
broken, on behalf of the city or on behalf of the Temple Courts?

All the people burst out weeping. The father of the young man came and found him still
in convulsions. He said: May he be atonement for you. My son is still in convulsions and
the knife has not become unclean. His remark comes to teach you that the cleanness of
their vessels was of greater concern to them even than the shedding of blood.
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