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Sources on Gun Violence: Individual Freedoms vs. Communal Needs

Bavli Sanhedrin 37a: R:1Y 97 177770 N2oN Y11 TIndn
For this reason, one individual was created first, TARND YOV .[773‘7‘7 T DTR RI) 1379‘7
to teach that anyone who causes one life to be 19789 21097 1YY 19PN - HRIVIN NNR WAl
lost from Israel it is as if they have destroyed the NNR WA DPPNRN 371 ,R9N DAY TR
entire world. And anyone who saves one life D”P 1983 2NN YHY NHYN - HRIVN
from Israel- it is as if they have preserved an RYN DY
entire world.

The above text is read to witnesses in a capital case before they give their testimony.
e Why is it important for witnesses to be reminded of this?
e If you were such a witness, how might this impact your testimony?

Talmud Bavli Avodah Zarah 15 10 47 AT ATIAY NOON %22 TINdN
One should not sell idolaters either weapons or PRY 1T RDY o1 RY DY P9 PR
accessories of weapons, nor should one grind TN DR Y Prnwn
any weapon for them (Avodah Zarah 15b).

Maimonides Laws of Murder and 27:2) WHIN NHRVI NI MaYn 0”am
Preserving Life 12:12 PRI NPNYNN Y 93 DY MINY MOR
One may not sell non Jews weapons, and one RY ]T\'? PN PRI PITA NR DnY PrNYN
may not sharpen their weapons and one may not D297 RYIY... D919 RYY ]’7‘7“7 RY) 120
sell them, knives, manacles, chains,... and not 5aR D179 P11 12 WV 12T Y3 RO NN
bears, lions, or any object which can damage the JHNY RYR JPRY POMIN 109 19N

public. But we do sell them shields which are
only for defense.

These two texts deal with restrictions on selling weapons to idolators and non-Jews, groups who
were considered at risk for using them to harm the Jewish community

e Why are these particular items or actions prohibited?
e How might these texts relate to the gun control conversation happening now?

Bavli, Makkot 10a R TINY ? 4T MON NOON *H23 TINdn
There should be traffic neither in arms nor in ,TING 953 RDY 01990 RY 102 P10 PRY
trap- gear in a city of refuge these are the words | PRW 170 ;71°7°NN DMOM ,7’INI Y27 71T
of R. Nehemiah; but the Sages permit. They, ]DU‘\‘) ]"7’\’)9?3 PRI ,MTIXN 19IN2 PONAD
however, agree that no traps may be set there RN DTN RN H37 RN ROW 7Y ;00N
nor may ropes be left dangling about in the place .ow
so that the blood avenger may have no occasion

to come visiting there.

e What is the concern of this text?
e Why are cities of refuge a particularly unique case?
e How are those circumstances relevant today?
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Mishnah Bava Kamma 1:4 T:R MNP R VN

...the fox, lion, bear, leopard, panther and snake 0N D')-rjn‘-n TANINY T INDY AR,
are mu adin (liable to cause damage). JIVIN 19R M0

The implication of this text is that because these particular animals are expected to cause damage,
one who chooses to own them will be held responsible.
e Are there other things which are so dangerous that one who chooses to have them can be
held responsible for any damage caused?
e Why doesn’t the Mishnah simply prohibit owning these animals?

Deuteronomy 22:8 n:1d 01217
When you build a2 new house, then you shall R9) 07 NpYn vy ¥In na nian
make a fence around your roof, that you bring 233910 5930 Y9 v gnraa DNT DYN
not blood upon your house, if any one falls from ' o

there.

Shulhan Arukh Hoshen Mishpat 427 19N 12°0 LAYN JVIN NIV INNY
And for every stumbling block that threatens NN ,NMIYA NIOD 12 VIV NWIN 93 1N
lives, one must remove it, protect oneself from 9272 90179 130N 9NVWAY 1ONY VY
it, and be exceedingly careful in its regard; as it D0’727) V9 NN '|'7 INVN INRIY LN
says: “You shall guard and protect your lives,” MYIVINN NN PoN RY DRy (0,7
(Deuteronomy 4:9). And if it is not removed 92y YWY MIXN YVa NI MY DIRAND
instead is placed in front of those who come to .D'NT DYWN RYa
danger, one has violated a positive

commandment and has violated “bring not

blood.”

These two texts speak about taking precautions to protect others from getting hurt.
e What specific measures do these texts want us to take?
e Are there other cases where these principles might apply?

Mishnah Shabbat 6:4 T3 DAY VN
A man must not go out with a sword, bow, RDY ,NYPA RDY 47D RY WIRN RY R
shield, lance, or spear [on the Sabbath]; and if he - RY ORI, RYY ,NYRA RDY ;0" Na
goes out, he must bring a sin-offering. Rabbi 10 10N NN YIOR 1319 .NRLN 2PN
Eliezer said: They are ornaments for him. But SINRIY ’mn‘; ROYR TR :DMIMIR DNOM ,1';
the sages maintain they are merely shameful, for D'NRY DNIAIN NN (2 1INYWY?)
it is said, “and they shall beat their swords into "3 SR 211 RY XYY 1INy o minm
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: Kalalapia) Y 1N RYY 29N
Nation shall not lift sword up against nation,

neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2)

This text is about wearing weapons as adornments.
e What’s the reasoning behind the two points of view?
e Which point of view do you agree with and why?
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Leviticus 26:6

And I will give peace in the land, and you shall
lie down, and none shall make you afraid: and 1
will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall
the sword go through your land.

11 P9 RPN

TINN PRI DNAOWY PIRI DYV NN
932YN RY 29 PIRN 0 AP PN NIV
:DININ2

Isaiah 2:4

He will judge between the nations and will settle
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword
against nation, nor will they train for war
anymore.

T:2 DI 1YY

INN2Y D27 DYDY PN DM P2 VAVI
RY N1INRTMY DHYMINAN D'NRY DNAIN
:INNYN TIY 1TRYY RYY 291 M) HR M) RY)

Masekhet Derekh Eretz Perek Shalom
Rabbi Joshua ben Levi, a third-century Jewish
sage, once taught: Great is peace ... if the Holy
One had not given peace to the world, sword
and beast would devour up the whole world.

DYV P19 PIR TIT :NNVP MINION

.. DI1%VN RIN 91T MY 12 YWINY Y IR
PIRI DIYY RIN I WITPN 1MW RHNHR
JPIRN DR NYOWN MM 2900 NN

Each of these texts present a vision of an ideal world.

e According to each of these texts, what are the elements of an ideal world?

e What does your vision of an ideal world consist of?

¢ How can we work together to make things better?

We began this study with a text that talks about the importance of every human life.

e After having read through the rest of the sources, how does this principle apply?

e Should we do more to protect lives? If so, what should we do?
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