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This paper deals with three different cases, each of which was considered
separately by the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the
Rabbinical Assembly:

(1)

2)

3)

rn Wit
This portion of the paper was considered at a meeting of the
Committee on January 13, 1982 and was adopted by a
unanimous vote. Those members present and voting were
Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser, Salamon Faber, David
M. Feldman, Edward M. Gershfield, Wolfe Kelman, David H.
Lincoln, David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Joel Roth, Morris
M. Shapiro, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, and Henry A.
Sosland.

The Case of a Convert Who Was Circumcised When Still a
Gentile

This portion of the paper was considered at a meeting of the
Committee on December 15, 1982. The Committee agreed to
divide the voting on this portion of the paper into two parts:

(@) Requirement of Hattafat Dam Brit
This part was adopted by a vote of 14-1. Voting in

favor were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser,
David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Barry S. Rosen,
Joel Roth, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, Henry A.
Sosland, and Alan J. Yuter. Voting in opposition was
Rabbi Jacob B. Agus.

®) Recitation of the Liturgical Formula

This part was adopted by a vote of 12-2-1. Voting in

favor were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ben Zion Bokser,

David M. Feldman, Edward M.Gershfield, Robert Gordis,
David H. Lincoln, David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz,
Barry S. Rosen, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky, and
Henry A. Sosland. Voting in opposition were Rabbis

Jacob B. Agus and Alan J. Yuter. Rabbi Joel Roth abstained.

The Case of a Jew Who Was Not Circumcised on the Eighth Day,
or Was Circumcised by a Gentile, or Was Circumcised as a
Purely Medical Procedure

This portion was adopted as the Majority Opinion of the
Committee by a vote of 10-5. Voting in favor of this portion

of the paper were Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Jacob B. Agus, Ben
Zion Bokser, Salamon Faber, Edward M. Gershfield, Wolfe
Kelman, David Novak, Alexander M. Shapiro, Harry Z. Sky and

59

The Commitiee on Jewish Law and Standards of the Rabbinical Assembly provides guidance in matters of halakhah
Jor the Conservative movement. The individual rabbi, however, is the auihority for the interpretation and applica-
tion of all matters of halakhah. © Rabbinical Assembly, 1988



Proceedings of the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards | 1980 - 1985

Henry A. Sosland. Voting in opposition were Rabbis David M.
Feldman, David H. Lincoln, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Joel Roth, and
Morris M. Shapiro. This portion of the paper was considered

and voted upon at a meeting of the Committee on March 10, 1982.

"Hattafat Dam Brit", a paper by Rabbi Joel Roth, dealing with the
same subject as the third portion of Rabbi Novak's paper, was
adopted as the Minority Opinion of the Committee on March 10,
1982 by a vote of 5-10.
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“Assuming that we are dealing with men who are not mentally ill, I would
not be concerned about the psychological trauma occasioned by hattafat
dam brit. . . . 1 don’t think there should be any undue anxiety. In fact, I
would imagine the experience could contribute to a feeling of true rebirth
which would be appropriate for conversion.”
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