The Printing of the
Tetragrammaton in Hebrew on
Synagogue Stationery

RABBI MORRIS M. SHAPIRO

This paper was adopted unanimously on September 8, 1981. Members
voting in favor: Rabbis Kassel Abelson, Ephraim L. Bennett, Ben Zion
Bokser, David M. Feldman, Edward M. Gershfield, Wolfe Kelman, David
H. Lincoln, David Novak, Mayer E. Rabinowitz, Joel Roth, Alexander M.
Shapiro, Morris M. Shapiro, Israel N. Silverman, Harry Z. Sky and Henry
A. Sosland.

SHE'ELAH

Printing the full Hebrew name of God in bulletins or on synagogue
stationery -- which are regularly and casually discarded -- often results in
the desecration of God's name. What is the ruling of the CJLS on this
matter?

TESHUVAH

Rambam rules:
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Note that Rambam uses the phrase, kol hame’abed (anyone who causes to
destroy).
The Haggahot Maimoniyyot comments:
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However, the Saakh, who seems to accept the opinion of the Haggahot
Maimoniyyot , rules:
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The Me'am Loez states:
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The Rema is even more specific. He rules:
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I would also like to call attention to the talmudic admonition:
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CONCLUSION

It is clear from the sources that destroying or throwing into the garbage
papers with the Tetragrammaton in Hebrew on them could be a biblical
violation. I therefore recommend that the Committee on Jewish Law and
Standards declare that: Printing the Tetragrammaton in Hebrew on
synagogue stationery is contrary to Jewish law.
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