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The Rabbinical Assembly Membership Application for Graduating Seniors

The Rabbinical Assembly, 3080 Broadway, New York, NY 10027
(212) 280-6000, placement@rabbinicalassembly.org

Your First Name: Middle: Last:
Your Hebrew Name:
Ordination Date:

Place of Ordination:

Sex: O Male [O Female Date of Birth: Place of Birth:
Home Address:
Home Phone: Email:

Marital Status:

Languages spoken:

Undergraduate institution and degrees awarded:

Graduate Instituion:

Spouse: First Middle: Last:
Spouse’s Hebrew Name:

Date of Birth: Occupation:

Names of children and dates of birth:

The undersigned agrees to abide by the policies and standards of the Rabbinical Assembly.

I am applying for admission in 20

Signature: Date:
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Dear Lay Leader,

We are pleased and privileged that you wish to engage a member of the Rabbinical Assembly, the international
professional organization of Conservative rabbis, in your institution. We offer you our help and resources.

Over 25 percent of the membership of the Rabbinical Assembly worldwide serve in positions throughout
the organizational, educational, academic and Jewish institutional world. As an organization that supports, nurtures
and advocates for rabbis we have learned much about what they desire and seek in employment environments. We
write to share these concerns and issues with you in order that you and they may be better prepared to strengthen
your relationship.

The rabbi you engage for your institution is fully committed to your institution, its mission and program.
At the same time, the rabbi maintains his/her rabbinic identity. This is vital not only to the rabbi, but to your
institution because it opens your institution to broader Jewish learning and knowledge. Hence, members of the
Rabbinical Assembly, working in other than pulpit positions, continually stress to us their need and desire to
participate in the life and activities of the Rabbinical Assembly both locally and nationally. They wish to be in
touch with their Rabbinical Assembly colleagues and they wish to participate in the colleagueship of the Rabbinical
Assembly. For example, they stress to us their desire to participate in their regional Rabbinical Assembly meetings
that may occur during part of a weekday, or to serve on a national committee which may meet several times a year.
Therefore we would like to point out to you that when engaging a Rabbinical Assembly rabbi you should be aware
they may ask to attend Rabbinical Assembly meetings as part of their commitment to your institution. In return,
they will bring back to you insight, program ideas and renewed enthusiasm gained from these meetings. And,
sometimes the very ability or inability to attend these meetings may make the difference of being able to engage a
rabbi to be part of your institution’s life.

The same holds true for attendance at the annual international convention of the Rabbinical Assembly.
Rabbis have continually informed us that they feel the need for companionship and for ways to continually identify
as a rabbi. One way they accomplish these is by attendance at this annual conference. In effect, what our rabbis
are saying is that they need to attend two annual meetings in order to best serve your organization/institution,
both the annual professional meeting directly related to your work and the Rabbinical Assembly convention.
Therefore, it is important to set aside in your budget not only an allocation for a primary professional meeting but
also additional funds to make attendance at the Rabbinical Assembly convention possible.

A rabbi serving in an institutional setting is entitled to a housing or parsonage allowance providing certain
criteria are met. The rabbi you engage for your institution or organization will most likely request such a provision
as part of his/her employment agreement, and in those situations the rabbi should be able to secure one since
in most instances the rabbi is carrying out responsibilities commensurate within broad rabbinic mandate. We
are prepared to help you or your compensation specialists understand more fully the parameters of the housing
allowance for rabbis serving in other than congregational settings.

The Rabbinical Assembly is a member of the Joint Retirement Board of the Conservative movement that
provides pension programs for all professionals of the movement. While your organization may have a pension plan

in which your employees participate, the rabbi you engage may request participation in the retirement program of
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the Conservative movement because of the unique advantages of this program. For example, the pension program
is, under United States pension laws, “a church plan,” enabling rabbis to benefit from a housing allowance from
their pension benefits in retirement; the program contains a disability funding insurance policy which will fund
the rabbi's retirement program should the rabbi become unable to work; and the program is portable should the
rabbi choose to change positions. We encourage you to allow your rabbinic employee to participate in the rabbinic
pension program of the Conservative movement because there are obvious advantages which will appeal to him or
her. Our experience has shown that the inability to participate in the Joint Retirement Board program sometimes
deters a rabbi from accepting a specific non-pulpit position.

It is important that when working with someone who is a recent graduate to understand that his or her
introduction into the practical world of the rabbinate needs to be continually nurtured and supported. Over
the years our young colleagues have informed us of this with greater and greater emphasis. Thus, the Rabbinical
Assembly has instituted several programs to be supportive of newly ordained colleagues. Each year we hold a
conference called “ann ny” to which we bring our recently ordained colleagues together for two days of reflection
about their work during their initial rabbinic experience. We encourage you to promote this time away to enable
our colleagues to attend these conferences as they begin their work. We also offer a mentorship program that
involves working directly with a more senior colleague in a personal way. In both the short run and in the long
term Rabbinical Assembly programs and other conferences will help our non-pulpit colleagues become confident
professionals in your field.

We look forward to our colleagues having successful work relationships with their employers. We have no
greater wish or hope. However, we recognize that from time to time difficulties do arise. Therefore we encourage
you to learn about Rabbinical Assembly conflict resolution mechanisms and to incorporate them into documents
that you may write with your new rabbinic employee. The Rabbinical Assembly staff is available to intervene and
mediate disputes between rabbis and their places of employment. We have much experience in this and are willing
to travel at any time to be of help to you and to a member of the Rabbinical Assembly. If need be, we have a formal
dispute resolution network overseen by the “Committee on Congregational Standards of the United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism.” A dispute may be taken there for either mediation or arbitration.

We wish this letter to serve as the beginning of a process. You seck to engage a rabbi for your institution.
You may have had one employed previously for many years, or this may be the first time you are choosing to
do so. Our rabbinic colleagues often discuss with us their expectations and desires from places of employment.
We write this letter, therefore, to help you in your discussions and negotiations with your rabbinic candidates.
Please feel free to contact us at the Rabbinical Assembly if we can be of any help. It is often easiest to e-mail us at

eschoenberg@rabbinicalassembly.org , or you may certainly call 212-280-6000.

With wishes for much success.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Joel H. Meyers Rabbi Elliot Salo Schoenberg
Executive Vice President International Director of Placement
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